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What are Invasive Species?

Å{ǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ άǘŀƪŜ ƻǾŜǊέ 
or disrupt an ecosystem

ÅNot all non-native species are 
invasive; not all invasive 
species are non-native

üSuccessful because:

¸ No natural predators, parasites, etc.

¸ bŀǘƛǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘƛŘŜΣ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜΣ ƻǊ ŦƛƎƘǘ ōŀŎƪ

¸ Often aggressive, prolific, and mature early



How do they get here?

Å*Shipping - ballast water

ÅIntentional introduction - stocking

ÅCanals - migration from the ocean

Å*Nursery industry / aquarium trade

ÅAnglers / Bait industry

ÅAquaculture



How do they spread?

Å*Boaters

ÅAnglers

ÅOther water users (sea 
planes, SCUBA, etc) 

Å*Water garden & 
aquarium owners

Å*Natural dispersal



Why do we care?

üEconomic impacts

¸ Sport and commercial fishing

¸ Tourism

¸ Water users & property owners

üEcological

¸ Native fish, invertebrates, plants impacted 

üRecreational impacts

¸ Boating

¸ Angling



Lime Lake AIS
VEurasian watermilfoil (Myriophyllumspicatum)
VBanded mystery snail (Viviparusgeorgianus)
VChinese mystery snail (Cipangulopaludinachinensis)



Ebert Lake AIS
VBanded mystery snail (Viviparusgeorgianus)



Eurasian watermilfoil
Myriophyllumspicatum

Characterized by whorled leaves, with more than 
12 pairs of leaflets per leaf

Native to Europe, brought here as ornamental

Grows very dense, outcompeting natives

Poor wildlife value

Many native milfoils too



Eurasian watermilfoil
Myriophyllumspicatum

Spreads primarily through fragmentation

Adventitious roots



Eurasian Watermilfoil Fragmentation



Eurasian Watermilfoil Fragmentation

Uh oh



Eurasian Watermilfoil Fragmentation



Eurasian Watermilfoil Fragmentation



Eurasian Watermilfoil Fragmentation



Controlling EWM

Mechanical ςhand-pulling, raking, or harvesters
Chemical ς2,4-D application.
BiocontrolςEuhrychiopsis& Phytobiusweevils. Need 
appropriate shorelines.


