
Starting a Lake Organization



Wisconsin Lakes



The WisconsinLakes Partnership

Å GoogleUWEX lakes

Å http://www.uwsp.edu./cnr/uwe
xlakes/

Å http://www.wisconsinlakes.org
/

Å http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/

Å Lake Tides

Å Lake Connection

Å Lake List

Å Lake Leaders Institute

Å Educational events

Å CBCW

Å CLMN

http://www.uwsp.edu./cnr/uwexlakes/
http://www.uwsp.edu./cnr/uwexlakes/
http://www.wisconsinlakes.org/
http://www.wisconsinlakes.org/
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/
http://www.wisconsinlakes.org/
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/lakes/


Wisconsin has

one of the 

largest

concentration

of fresh water 

glacial lakes on

the planet.

Wisconsinôs lakes



Why Lake Organizations ?

Who else will assure a 

legacy of healthy lake 

ecosystems for future 

generations to marvel 

at?



Wisconsin Lake Organizations

ÅSince 1898

Å728 lake orgs (protecting 974 lakes)

Å27 County organizations

Å1 State wide organization (WAL)



Types of Lake Organizations

ÅUnincorporated Voluntary Lake Associations 

ÅIncorporated (181) Voluntary Lake

ÅQualified Lake Associations (allows grants, are 181)

ÅLake Districts

ÅSanitary Districts



Voluntary Lake Associations 
Have the right to:

Acquire Property

Invest money

Borrow money

Make contracts

Receive Grants (qualified assoc)

No land use powers



Qualified Lake Associations 

ÅMust be incorporated under Chapter 181

ÅDeclare in by-laws the main reason for being is to benefit  

inland lakes 

ÅShow that past actions benefited inland lakes

ÅAllow membership to those who reside within 1 mile at least 

one month

ÅAllow membership to those who own real estate with in one 

mile of the lake

ÅDoes not limit or deny any member or class of members

ÅHave at least 25 members

ÅFees $5 - $50



Incorporating a Lake Association 

ÅFiling articles of  incorporation

ÅDepartment of Financial Institutions (form 102)

Åhttp://www.wdfi.org/corporations/forms/corp181forms.htm

ÅDFI, PO Box 7846, Madison WI , 53703-7846 

ÅPhone 608-261-7577

http://www.wdfi.org/corporations/forms/corp181forms.htm
http://www.wdfi.org/corporation/forms/corp181forms.htm
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/uwexlakes/districts/default.asp


Lake Association - Shared Vision

ÅWhat is your purpose?

Å Learn about  your lake

Å Learn about your neighbors

Å Develop a vision

Å Welcome everyone

Å Hear all ideas

Å Developa plan

Å Be  transparent



Lake Association - functioning

ÅBylaws

ÅOperational procedures

ÅMembership categories

ÅElection procedures 

ÅTerms of Office 

ÅRoberts Rules of Order 

ÅWWW.robertrules.com

http://www.robertrules.com/
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/uwexlakes/districts/default.asp


Lake Associations $

ÅIf you have employees or collect more than $5000 a  

year  work with an accountant

Å501 (c ) (3)

ÅGrants (Planning, Protection , AIS)

ÅDevelop a budget

ÅOpen a bank account  

http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/uwexlakes/districts/default.asp


What Lake Organizations Do?

ÅDevelop newsletters/ Websites

ÅDelegate people to speak for the group

ÅDesign educational programs

ÅHelp members deal with concerns

ÅCommunicate concerns to local officials 

ÅDevelop lake management plans 

ÅEngage in a range of lake management 

activities



How can a Lake Organization Benefit 

Me ?

ÅShare ideas and interests 

ÅGather information on how the lake functions 

ÅFocus a wide range of local skills

ÅNetwork with local government, state agencies & other             

organizations

ÅProvide a social outlet to better know your lake neighbors

ÅFund raising 

ÅReceive grants



Water The Issues?

ÅAquatic Invasive Species

ÅShore Land Development

ÅRecreational Use Conflicts

ÅAquatic Plants

ÅLoss of State Support

ÅLoss of Habitat

ÅPolluted Runoff

ÅWater Quality

ÅDomestication of shores 

ÅGlobal Climate change 



Aquatic Invasive Species

ÅEurasian Water Milfoil 

ÅCurly -Leaf Pond Weed

ÅPurple Loosestrife 

ÅZebra Mussels 

ÅRainbow smelt

ÅRusty Crayfish

ÅSpiny Water Flea

ÅVHS

ÅMore to come


