
Citizen Survey of  

EBERT  Lake Watershed   

2009  

 

1.  How long have you lived in the watershed, visited or recreated on Ebert Lake?    
 Ƀ  Less than a year    Ƀ  1-5 years    Ƀ  6-10 years    Ƀ  11-20 years    Ƀ  ɀɞre than 20 years   

20+years11-20years
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2.  Where is your property or rental nearest to Ebert Lake located?      
 (See map attached to cover letter to locate your property)   
 O  On the lake     O  Outside the watershed but in Portage Co.  
 O  Not on the lake but in the lake watershed O  Outside of Portage Co. 

in_watershed(not_on_lake)outside_watershed(in_county)on_lake

5

4

3

2

1

0

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

R
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

s

Locat ion of  Proper ty

 



 
3.  What time of the year do you generally use Ebert Lake?  
 (Check all that apply) 
 O  March - April    O  May ï August    O  September ï November   O  December ï February     
 O  Donôt use the lake (go to question 21) 

 
4.  Which days during the week do you typically use Ebert Lake?  
 (Check all that apply) 
 O  Monday ï Thursday    O  Friday     O  Saturday        O  Sunday  
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**Recreation**  

5.  What activities do you enjoy at or near Ebert Lake? (Check all that apply) 
 O  Hunting   O  Swimming/snorkeling  O  Walking  
 O  Jet skiing   O  Biking   O  Enjoying scenery    
 O  Motor boating    O  Sailing     O  Nature photography 
 O  ATV riding   O  Picnicking   O  X-country skiing, snowshoeing   
 O  Canoeing / kayaking     O  Enjoying wildlife  O  Snowmobiling        
 O  Fishing            O  Solitude   O  Other  ________ 
 O  Ice fishing         

 
6.  Which statement best describes your experience in or on the lake? 
 O  Rarely see and hear another person 
 O  I see others but they do not bother me  
 O  Sometimes the noise and activities of others disturb me 
 O  Often the noise and activities of others disturb me 
 O  I have to regularly plan around the noise and activities of others 
 O  There is so much noise and activity that I normally canôt enjoy the lake 

no_responsesee_others_but_not_botheredrarely_see_others
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7.  What could be done to maintain or improve your recreation experience on Ebert Lake?  
Leave it as it is 
Teach me how to catch fish from the lake 
 
 
 

**Wildlife**  

8.  How important is it for you to see wildlife (ducks, geese, squirrels, songbirds, frogs, turtles, etc) 
when you use Ebert Lake? 

     O  Very important   O  Somewhat important   O  Not too important   O  Not at all important    
 

no_responsesomewhat_importantvery_important
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9.  How has the quality of the wildlife habitat near Ebert Lake changed since you began using the lake?  
 O  Improved          O  Stayed the same   O  Declined   O  Not sure 

no_responsedeclinedsameimproved
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 If it has changed, what factors do you feel have contributed to this change? 
Construction on south side of lake too much 
 
 
 

** Fishing **  

10.  How many years of fishing experience do you have on Ebert Lake?      
O  I donôt fish on Ebert Lake (go to question 16) 
Ƀ  Less than a year   O  1-5 years   O  6-10 years   O  11-20 years   O  ɀɞre than 20 years 

no_response20+years11-20yearsDon't_fish
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11.  In 2008, how often did you fish Ebert Lake? 
 Open water: 

 O  Daily  O Weekly    O Once or twice a month      O A few times a year   O Didnôt fish 

 

no_responsefew_time_a_yearonce/ twice_a_moth
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 Ice fishing: 
 O  Daily  O Weekly    O Once or twice a month      O A few times a year   O Didnôt fish 

 All responses indicated that they fish ña few times a yearò 
 
12.  How would you rate your fishing experiences on Ebert Lake?  
 O  Excellent   O  Very Good      O  Average    O  Fair       O  Poor  

no_responsefairaverageexcellent
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13.  In general, how would you describe fishing on Ebert Lake?  
 Frequency of catch:    Fish size: 
 O  I catch fish every time I go out   O  Most fish are big enough to keep 
 O  I catch fish most times I go out   O  Some fish are big enough to keep 
   O  I sometimes catch fish   O  Most fish are too small to keep 
 O  I rarely catch fish  

no_responsesometimes_catch_fishcatch_fish_most_times
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no_responsemost_too_smallsome_big_enough
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14.  What type of fish do you catch? 

O  Sunfish O  Brown Trout  O  Largemouth Bass     O Bluegill  
O  Crappie O  Pumpkinseed O  Other ____________   O  I havenôt caught any 

 

 
Other responses: northern pike, perch, smallmouth 
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15.  In general, would you say the quality of fishing on Ebert Lake has é  
 O  Improved  O  Stayed the same       O  Declined  O  Not Sure 

no_responsedeclinedstayed_same
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If you indicated that fishing quality has declined, what do you believe has contributed to the decline?  

(Check all that apply)
    O  Loss of habitat 
 O  Shoreline damage 
 O  Over fishing 
 O  Fertilizer use 
 O  Soil erosion 

O  Septic system seepage 
O  Herbicide use 
O  Vegetable agriculture 
O  Livestock agriculture 
O  Aquatic plants 

O  Algae 
O  Air pollution 
O  Other _______________ 

          
 Comments: 
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**Aquatic Plants**  

16.  In your opinion, which statement best describes the current amount of aquatic plant growth in Ebert 
Lake? 

  O  Very little, less than optimum for fish and wildlife  
 O  Just the right amount for fish and wildlife and doesnôt affect my use of the lake. 
 O  Dense growth, more than optimum for fish and wildlife and the plants limit my use of the lake  
 O  Choked with growth, the plants ruin fishing and my ability to enjoy the lake           
 O  Not Sure 

 

no_responsenot_suredense_growthright_amountvery_little
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 If you selected dense or choked, what month(s) do the problems occur? (Check all that apply) 
 O May  O June  O July  O August 
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17.  After you have been in another lake, do you clean your boat, trailer, and fishing equipment before 
using them in Ebert Lake?  

       O  Yes, all of the time     O  Yes, some of the time    O  No, never    O  No, only boat on Ebert Lake     
      O  Donôt use a boat in Ebert Lake 

no_responsedon't_use_a_boatno_only_on_Ebertyes_all_the_time
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**Water Quality**  

18.  In your opinion, which statement best describes the current water quality in Ebert Lake?  
 O  Excellent (Clear most days, no scum present) 
 O  Good (Clear most days, some scum present) 
  O  Fair (Clear on some days, scum frequently present) 
 O  Poor (Murky or scummy most of the time) 
 O  Not Sure 



 

No_responseFairGoodExcellent
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19.  In general, the water quality of Ebert Lake hasé?  
 O  Improved      O  Stayed the same             O  Declined        O  Not Sure 
All responses indicated the water quality had ñstayed the sameò 
 If it has improved, what do you feel has contributed to this? 
Recycled blacktop 
 
 If it has declined, what in your opinion are the primary causes? 
  (Check all that apply)

  O  Loss of aquatic plants 
O  Shoreline damage 
O  Over fishing 

        O  Air pollution 

O  Septic system seepage 
O  Fertilizer use                       
O  Soil erosion 
O  Herbicide use                       

O  Vegetable agriculture 
O  Livestock agriculture 
O  Excess aquatic plants 
O  Excess algae 

        O  Other: _____________ 
 
 No responses submitted 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20.  How much impact does the water quality have on your perceived value of Ebert Lake? 
  Economic 
 O  Major impact  O  Some impact  O  Little or no impact O  Not sure 



  
no_responselittle/no_impactsome_impactmajor_impact
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  Personal enjoyment 
 O  Major impact  O  Some impact  O  Little or no impact O  Not sure 

no_responsesome_impactmajor_impact
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** Watershed Land Management**  



Please answer only if you live or own property anywhere in Ebert Lake watershed, otherwise go to 
Question 33 
 
21.  Do you use fertilizer?  
 O  Yes  O  No (if no, go to Question 22)  
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 If yes, where? 

O  Agricultural fields O  Garden O  Lawn  O  Other _________ 

 

No_responseLawnGardenAgricultural_fields
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What is the size of the total area that is fertilized?  _________acres or ________ square feet  

 Submitted Responses: 



  48ft
2
 

  200ft
2
 

  8,000ft
2
 

 
 
  
 How many times per year do you apply fertilizer?  _____________ 

 
no_response21
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 Do you use fertilizer which contains phosphorus? 

O  Yes  O  No      O  Not sure 
 

 
no_responsenot_sureno
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Do you test your soil or follow your nutrient management plan before applying fertilizer? 
O  Yes, all of the time     O  Yes, some of the time    O  No, never           

no_responseneverAll_the_time
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22.  Do you know when your septic system wasé 
 Installed ____ Years ago        

20, 30, 25, 10  
 Last maintained ____ Years ago   

  
 
  
 O  No septic/Not on septic 
  2 responses indicated that they have ñno septicò 
 
 
 
 
 
 
23.  What might motivate you to change how you manage your land?  (Check all that apply)

O Improving water quality O Improving water quantity or saving water 
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O Providing better habitat for fish and wildlife 
O Increasing the natural beauty of my property 
O Displaying a commitment to the environment 
O Available financial assistance 
O Available technical assistance  
O Setting an example for community members 

O Savings on landscaping/maintenance costs 
O Increasing my privacy 
O Increasing my property value 
O Saving money 
O Changes to municipal ordnances 
O Other ___________________________                                                                              

 

 
 
24.  Do you have any livestock within the watershed? 

O  Yes                         O  No? (If no, go to question 33) 
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If yes, what type of livestock are present? (Check all that apply) 
O  Cows O  Sheep O  Horses O  Pig  O  Other ___________ 

0
0.5

1
1.5

2
2.5

3
3.5

4
4.5

5

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

R
e

sp
o

n
se

s

What Would Motivate You To Change How You 
Manage Your Land?



   
 

Approximately how many livestock are on the property? __________ 
 

  2 Horses were the only livestock indicated. 
 

25.  Do you store any liquid manure on your property?  
O  Yes                         O  No (If no, go to question 26) 
All responses indicated ñnoò 
How far are liquid manure storage facilities from the nearest waterbody/wetland? 
 O  0 ft. ï 50 ft.    O  51ft. ï 100 ft.     O 101 ft. ï 200 ft.      O More than 200 ft.  O  Not sure 
 

How far are liquid manure storage facilities from any well used for domestic purposes? 
  Ƀ  0 ft. ï 50 ft.    Ƀ  51. ï 100 ft.       Ƀ 101 ft. ï 200 ft.      Ƀ More than 200 ft.       O  Not sure 

 

26.  Do you store any solid manure on your property? 
O  Yes                         O  No (If no, go to question 27) 

              

no_responsenoyes
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If yes, how is the solid manure stored?  (Check all that apply) 
O  Open pile without a roof O  Open pad without containment  

                O  Open pile with a roof  O  Open pad with containment 
                O  Manure pack   O  Covered storage pad 

O  Other____________ 
 All responses indicated ñopen pile without a roofò 

How far are solid manure storage facilities from the nearest waterbody/wetland? 
            O  0 ft. ï 50 ft.     O  51ft. ï 100 ft.     O 101 ft. ï 200 ft.    O More than 200 ft. O  Not sure 
All responses indicated ñmore than 200 ft.ò 
How far are solid manure storage facilities from any well used for domestic purposes? 
            Ƀ  0 ft. ï 50 ft.     Ƀ  51ft. ï 100 ft.     Ƀ 101 ft. ï 200 ft.    Ƀ More than 200 ft. O  Not sure 

 All responses indicated ñ101ft - 200ftò 
27.  Do you land spread either your solid or liquid manure within the watershed? 

O  Yes, on my own land  O  Yes, on rented land          O  No (If no, go to question 28) 
  All responses indicated ñnoò 
  I have a nutrient management plan oné.   
  O  All of the land I use for spreading     O  Some of the land I use for spreading    O  None of the land 

 

How do you apply your manure? (Check all that apply) 
O  Injected into the soil   O Surface spread and plowed under within 72 hours (chisel or moldboard) 



O Surface spread and disked into the soil within 72 hours 
O Spread and not tilled within 72 hours O  Other ____________ 
   
 

** Shoreland management **  

Please answer only if you own or rent shoreland property, otherwise go to Question 33 
 
28.  How many feet of lake frontage do you own?    _________ feet 
 Responses: 1300ft, 500ft 
  
29.  What best describes where your property meets the lake? (Check all that apply) 
 O Undeveloped natural landscape   O  Lawn    O  Landscaped trees and shrubs not mowed 
 O Rock Riprap for Stabilization   O  Boathouse or other building           

All responses indicated ñundeveloped natural landscapeò 
 

30.  If you have a natural landscape or a combination of un-mowed vegetation with trees and shrubs, 
how far from the lakeshore on to the property does it extend?  __________ feet 

 Responses: 100ft+, 100-200ft 
 
31.  Which best describes the route you take on your property to Ebert Lake? 
 O Meandering   O Direct O Donôt have a path (go to Question 32) 

no_responseno_pathmeandering
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 What is the path made of? 
 O Dirt path      O Cement path    O Woodchip path    O Wooden or cement stairs  
 O  Other _____________________________ 
  No Reponses 
 Have you observed erosion from your path? O Yes  O No 
 All responses indicated ñnoò 
 
 
 
32.  Are you aware of the Portage County/State shoreland ordinances? 
 O  Yes  O  No 



 All responses indicated ñyesò 

 

**  General **  

 
33.  How adequately do you feel the present land use regulations protect habitat and water quality in the 
lake? 
     O  Very adequate    O  Fairly adequate    O  Not too adequate    O  Not at all adequate    O  Not sure 

no_responsenot_surefairly_adequatevery_adequate
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34.  How would you like to receive information on planning and management activities for Ebert Lake?    

(Check all that apply) 
 O  Meetings  O  Workshops     O  Newspaper 
 O  Website  O  Events like lake fairs, celebrations, etc O  E-mail** 
 O  Form a lake group O  Information in municipal mailings  O  Other ____________ 

 
**Please fill out and return the enclosed card if you would like to receive information by email or mail. 
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