
Citizen Survey of  

LIME  Lake Watershed   

2009  

 

Number of Surveys sent: 
Number of Surveys received: 13 
 
1.  How long have you lived in the watershed, visited or recreated on Lime Lake?    
 Ƀ  Less than a year    Ƀ  1-5 years    Ƀ  6-10 years    Ƀ  11-20 years    Ƀ  ɀɞre than 20 years 
   

More_than_20years11-20years6-10years1-5years
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2.  Where is your property or rental nearest to Lime Lake located?      
 (See map attached to cover letter to locate your property)   
 O  On the lake     O  Outside the watershed but in Portage Co.  
 O  Not on the lake but in the lake watershed O  Outside of Portage Co. 

Outside_Watershed;In_Portage_CountyNot_on_the_LakeOn_the_Lake
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3.  What time of the year do you generally use Lime Lake?  
 (Check all that apply) 
 O  March - April    O  May ï August    O  September ï November   O  December ï February     
 O  Donôt use the lake (go to question 22) 
 

 
 
 
4.  Which days during the week do you typically use Lime Lake?  
 (Check all that apply) 
 O  Monday ï Thursday    O  Friday     O  Saturday        O  Sunday  
 

 
 

 

 

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 
R

e
sp

o
n

se
s

Spring Lake Usage By Month

0

2

4

6

8

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

R
e

sp
o

n
se

s

Spring Lake Usage By Day



**Recreation**  

5.  What activities do you enjoy at or near Lime Lake? (Check all that apply) 
 O  Hunting   O  Swimming/snorkeling  O  Walking  
 O  Jet skiing   O  Biking   O  Enjoying scenery    
 O  Motor boating    O  Sailing     O  Nature photography 
 O  ATV riding   O  Picnicking   O  X-country skiing, snowshoeing   
 O  Canoeing / kayaking     O  Enjoying wildlife  O  Snowmobiling        
 O  Fishing            O  Solitude   O  Other  ________ 
 O  Ice fishing         
 

 
Comments for Other: 
 

Walking in the winter 
 
6.  Which statement best describes your experience in or on the lake? 
 O  Rarely see and hear another person 
 O  I see others but they do not bother me  
 O  Sometimes the noise and activities of others disturb me 
 O  Often the noise and activities of others disturb me 
 O  I have to regularly plan around the noise and activities of others 
 O  There is so much noise and activity that I normally canôt enjoy the lake 
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7.  What could be done to maintain or improve your recreation experience on Lime Lake?  
 
 Comments 
  raise water level; cattails are making it difficult to get boat out 
  get rid of all the weeds 
  close dog breeder (excessive barking); enforce noise pollution limits (auto mechanic on lime lake rd) 
  improve boat landing; keep the lake from going dry, which would eliminate weeds 
  keep lake weeds down 
  kill the cattail. Ask Iruin trebiatowski 
  trash cans at boat landing 
  try to kill some of the weeds 
  Decrease weeds in and around the lake 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



**Wildlife**  

8.  How important is it for you to see wildlife (ducks, geese, squirrels, songbirds, frogs, turtles, etc) 
when you use Lime Lake? 

     O  Very important   O  Somewhat important   O  Not too important   O  Not at all important    

Somewhat_importantVery_important
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9.  How has the quality of the wildlife habitat near Lime Lake changed since you began using the lake?  
 O  Improved          O  Stayed the same   O  Declined   O  Not sure 

DeclinedStayed_same
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 If it has changed, what factors do you feel have contributed to this change? 
 
 Comments: 

increased weeds in and around the lake decreased water in ponds and swamps around the lake due to 
overgrowth of vegetation 

  water level is getting lower every year which makes for more weeds 
  the sun is drying out the lake 



  overfished 
  loss of water 

shoreline vegetation destruction; high nitrate/phosphorus levels cause blue/green algae bloom, 
explosion of weed growth (milfoil) 

 yellow headed blackbirds used to nest here but I haven't seen them since the water dropped. I would 
guess about 18" in the past 20 years. 

 

** Fishing **  

10.  How many years of fishing experience do you have on Lime Lake?      
O  I donôt fish on Lime Lake (go to question 17) 
Ƀ  Less than a year   O  1-5 years   O  6-10 years   O  11-20 years   O  ɀɞre than 20 years 
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11.  In 2008, how often did you fish Lime Lake? 
 Open water: 

 O  Daily  O Weekly    O Once or twice a month      O A few times a year   O Didnôt fish 
 

few_times_a_yearonce/ twice_a_weekweeklyno_response
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Ice fishing: 

 O  Daily  O Weekly    O Once or twice a month      O A few times a year   O Didnôt fish 
 

Didn't_fishFew_times_a_yearOnce/ twice_a_week
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12.  How would you rate your fishing experiences on Lime Lake?  
 O  Excellent   O  Very Good      O  Average    O  Fair       O  Poor  
 

FairAverageExcellent
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13.  In general, how would you describe fishing on Lime Lake?  
 Frequency of catch:    Fish size: 
 O  I catch fish every time I go out   O  Most fish are big enough to keep 
 O  I catch fish most times I go out   O  Some fish are big enough to keep 
   O  I sometimes catch fish   O  Most fish are too small to keep 
 O  I rarely catch fish  



 

rarely_catch_fishsometimes_catch_fishcatch_fish_most_timescatch_fish_every_time
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14.  What type of fish do you catch? 
O  Sunfish O  Northern Pike O  Largemouth Bass    O Bluegill O Yellow Perch 
O  Crappie O  Bullhead O  Other ____________   O  I havenôt caught any 

  

 
Other: 
walleye, golden shiners 

 
 
 
15.  In general, would you say the quality of fishing on Lime Lake has é  
 O  Improved  O  Stayed the same       O  Declined  O  Not Sure 
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 If you indicated that fishing quality has declined, what do you believe has contributed to the 
decline?  (Check all that apply)
    O  Loss of habitat 
 O  Shoreline damage 
 O  Over fishing 
 O  Fertilizer use 
 O  Soil erosion 

O  Development pressure 
O  Heavy recreation use 
O  Septic system seepage 
O  Herbicide use 
O  Vegetable agriculture 

O  Livestock agriculture 
O  Aquatic plants 
O  Algae 
O  Air pollution 
O  Other _______________

 

 
 

Comments: 

I've caught over 1000 basses over 14' in the past 12 years. I release about 90% crappies and bluegills 
are a little bigger. Lake seem very healthy. 
low water 
water level has gone down signifinactly. Small fish are probably due to over population 
loss of water 
 

 
 
16.  Have you ever seen evidence of a fish kill on Lime Lake in the winter or early spring? 
 
 O  Yes  O  No   If yes, what year? ___________________ 
 
There has been no reports of evidence of a fish kill on Lime Lake. 
 
 Comments: 
 the people who ice fish stop that from happening 

 

**Aquatic Plants**  

17.  In your opinion, which statement best describes the current amount of aquatic plant growth in Lime 
Lake? 

  O  Very little, less than optimum for fish and wildlife  
 O  Just the right amount for fish and wildlife and doesnôt affect my use of the lake. 
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 O  Dense growth, more than optimum for fish and wildlife and the plants limit my use of the lake  
 O  Choked with growth, the plants ruin fishing and my ability to enjoy the lake           
 O  Not Sure 
  

Not_sureChoked_growthDense_growth
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If you selected dense or choked, what month(s) do the problems occur? (Check all that apply) 
 O May  O June  O July  O August 
 

 
 

 

 

 
  
18.  After you have been in another lake, do you clean your boat, trailer, and fishing equipment and 

empty your boatôs live wells and tanks before using them in Lime Lake?  
       O  Yes, all of the time     O  Yes, some of the time    O  No, never    O  No, only boat on Lime Lake     
      O  Donôt use a boat in Lime Lake 
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**Water Quality**  

19.  In your opinion, which statement best describes this yearôs water quality in Lime Lake?  
 O  Excellent (Clear most days, no scum present) 
 O  Good (Clear most days, some scum present) 
  O  Fair (Clear on some days, scum frequently present) 
 O  Poor (Murky or scummy most of the time) 
 O  Not Sure 

PoorFairGoodExcellent
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20.  In general, the water quality of Lime Lake hasé?  
 O  Improved      O  Stayed the same             O  Declined        O  Not Sure 
 

DeclinedStayed_same
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If it has improved, what do you feel has contributed to this? 
 
 low water 
 no rain or snow 
 
 
 If it has declined, what in your opinion are the primary causes? (Check all that apply)

  O  Loss of aquatic plants 
O  Shoreline damage 
O  Over fishing 

        O  Development pressure 
        O  Heavy recreation use 

O  Septic system seepage 
O  Fertilizer use                       
O  Soil erosion 
O  Herbicide use 
O  Air pollution    

O  Vegetable agriculture 
O  Livestock agriculture 
O  Excess aquatic plants 
O  Excess algae 
O Other: _____________
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21.  How much impact does the water quality have on your perceived value of Lime Lake? 
  Economic 
 O  Major impact  O  Some impact  O  Little or no impact O  Not sure 
 

not_surelittle/no_impactsome_impactmajor_impact
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  Personal enjoyment 
 O  Major impact  O  Some impact  O  Little or no impact O  Not sure 
 

some_impactmajor_impact
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** Watershed Land Management**  

Please answer only if you live or own property anywhere in Lime Lake watershed, otherwise go to 
Question 34 
 
22.  Do you use fertilizer?  
 O  Yes  O  No (if no, go to Question 23)  
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If yes, where?  O  Agricultural fields O  Garden O  Lawn  O  Other _________ 
 

  
 
 

What is the size of the total area that is fertilized?  _________acres or ________ square feet  
Submitted responses: 
10000 ft

2
 

1.8 acres 
2.0 acres 
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 How many times per year do you apply fertilizer?  _____________ 
 Submitted responses: 
 2 
 
 Do you use fertilizer which contains phosphorus? 

O  Yes  O  No      O  Not sure 
  

NoYes
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 Do you test your soil or follow your nutrient management plan before applying fertilizer? 

O  Yes, all of the time     O  Yes, some of the time    O  No, never   
 

Yes,sometimes
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 If your property is adjacent to Lime Lake, how close to the waterôs edge do you apply fertilizer?   
      ______________ feet 
  

Submitted Responses: 
100 

 
23.  Do you know when your septic system wasé 




