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serves as a setup area to install and remove heavy items such as plows and tailgates 
with the assistance of a crane. Previously, this was also done in the drive aisle 
creating inefficiencies. 

b.) Vehicle Storage - To protect and prolong the service life of the County's investment, 
vehicles should always be stored under roof, preferably in a warm storage building. 
After the first 10 years in the building, a study had already determined that the 
building was undersized based on the fleet at that time. Improving the way vehicles 
are stored can lead to substantial savings such as: 

1. Vehicles housed inside, away from the elements can be dispatched quicker. 
As an example, approximately one third of the fleet is currently parked outside. 
Operators spend extra minutes getting to and from their vehicle as well as 
spending extra time preparing a vehicle for service, thus more labor costs/time per 
driver are used. Additionally, the drive lanes are typically used for parking instead 
of circulation/flow which takes more time to exit, respond to conditions and 
causes a safety hazard. 

As an example with the cold weather, multiple hours are spent each morning by 
mechanics during severe cold spells to get equipment running even if plugged in 
with block heaters. Another hour or two is spent by one or two employees each 
night shuttling vehicles from inside to outside to reduce the morning start-up 
issues. This requires the vehicles to be stored in the drive aisle of the storage bays 
which then become issues for weather events when the patrol trucks are needed. 
During one week alone, the costs can easily exceed $1,000 of shuttling vehicles or 
working on getting them started. 

2. Vehicles stored in warm storage encourage driver responsibility of a vehicle 
and preventative maintenance. If air, lubricants and fluids can be easily dispensed 
within the storage garage, a driver is more prone to make routine maintenance 
checks thereby decreasing the amount of time needed in the shop. 

3. When vehicles and equipment are properly housed, away from the elements, 
the operating environment improves. A safer environment leads to fewer 
accidents and down-time. 

c.) Wash Bay - Regular washing will prolong the life of a vehicle and make it a lot easier 
to service and maintain the vehicle, especially the undercarriage. A wash program 
also improves the overall image of the community. A fleet could be considered the 
municipality's "billboard", it is your primary means of advertising your community. 
For the County, a manual wash bay equipped with catwalks and underbody flush will 
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aid in prolonging the life of the vehicle. It currently takes around 45 minutes to wash 
a vehicle. The proposed layout we feel we could save at least I 0-15 minutes per 
vehicle. 

3) FACILITY REPAIRS & SAVINGS 
There are over $1 M of repairs to the existing facility needed over the next five years for the 
facility in its existing condition. Major repairs include: 

-HVAC - Replacement of the main boiler, operating controls, and heating units in C 
Section. 
-Pavement - Replacement of existing pavement for storage yard, employee parking, and 
driveways. Areas of pavement has completely failed and was only paved at 2 to 2.5" 
depth which is insufficient to carry any heavy vehicle loads. 
-C-Section Repairs - Replace floor drains, curbing, and fans. Existing floor drains have 
failed creating safety issues. Existing drains are labor intensive to clean. 
-Lighting- Replace original lighting with new, energy efficient lighting (LED and T8's) 
-Exterior Doors -Replace failing service(} I) and overhead doors(6) including openers 
and controls. 
-Electrical Service - During site review, it was found that the existing electrical service 
and transformer have not been property designed/installed. 
-Fuel System - Existing underground storage tanks need to be changed or upgraded as 
insurance has increased nearly 50% annually due to the age. The existing system has the 
diesel exhaust fluid(DEF) stored in a different location creating inefficiencies. The new 
system will have DEF and diesel in one area expected to save approximately 5 minutes 
per fueling. 

Utility savings are also expected even though the building footprint is being expanded. More 
efficient design is expected to lead to $825 to $4,381 in annual utility savings. 

Assistant Highway Commissioner/ Engineer - Nathan Plunkett 
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RESOLUTION NO. ___ _ 

RESOLUTION DECLARING OFFICIAL INTENT 
TO REIMBURSE EXPENDITURES ON 

COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT BUILDING PROJECT 
FROM PROCEEDS OF BORROWING 

WHEREAS, Portage County, Wisconsin (the "Issuer") plans to undertake the 
construction of additions to and renovation of the County Highway Department building (the 
"Project"); 

WHEREAS, the Issuer expects to finance the Project on a long-term basis by issuing 
tax-exempt notes or bonds or other tax-exempt obligations (collectively, the "Bonds"); 

WHEREAS, because the Bonds will not be issued prior to commencement of the 
Project, the Issuer must provide interim financing to cover costs of the Project incurred prior to 
receipt of the proceeds of the Bonds; and 

WHEREAS, the County Board of Supervisors (the "Governing Body") of the Issuer 
deems it to be necessary, desirable, and in the best interests of the Issuer to advance moneys 
from its funds on hand on an interim basis to pay the costs of the Project until the Bonds are 
issued. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Issuer that: 

Section 1. Expenditure of Funds. The Issuer shall make expenditures as needed from 
its funds on hand to pay the cost of the Project until procee~s of the Bonds become available. 

Section 2. Declaration of Official Intent. The Issuer hereby officially declares its 
intent under Treas. Reg. Section 1.150-2 to reimburse said expenditures with proceeds of the 
Bonds, the principal amount of which is not expected to exceed $8,325,000. 

Section 3. Unavailability of Long-Term Funds. No funds for payment of the Project 
from sources other than the Bonds are, or are reasonably expected to be, reserved, allocated on a 
long-term basis, or otherwise set aside by the Issuer pursuant to its budget or financial policies. 

Section 4. Public Availability of Official Intent Resolution. The Resolution shall be 
made available for public inspection at the office of the Issuer's Clerk within 30 days after its 
approval in compliance with applicable State law governing the availability of records of official 
acts including Subchapter II of Chapter 19, and shall remain available for public inspection until 
the Bonds are issued. 

Section 5. Effective Date. This Resolution shall be effective upon its adoption and 
approval. 

QB\563 71991.1 



Adopted, approved and recorded March 19, 2019. 

ATTEST: 

Shirley M. Simonis 
County Clerk 

Allen Haga, Jr. 
Chairperson 

(SEAL) 

After adoption, please return a copy of this Resolution to Quarles & Brady LLP, Bond Counsel, 
at 411 East Wisconsin Avenue, 27th Floor, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202-4497, Attention: 
Brian G. Lanser. 

2 
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Dated this 19th day of March, 2019. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

DATE: Mar~h 11, 2019 

ave L dick 

rAail 
Larry Raikowski 

Dennis Raabe 

3 
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RESOLUTION NO. 

INITIAL RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING NOT TO EXCEED $2,565,000 
GENERAL OBLIGATION PROMISSORY NOTES 

FOR HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 

WHEREAS, Portage County, Wisconsin (the "County"), is in need of an amount not to 
exceed $2,565,000 for the public purpose of financing highway improvement projects; and 

WHEREAS, it is desirable to authorize the issuance of general obligation promissory 
notes for such purpose pursuant to Chapter 67 of the Wisconsin Statutes; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Portage County Board of Supervisors 
that the County borrow an amount not to exceed $2,565,000 by issuing its general obligation 
promissory notes for the public purpose of financing highway improvement projects. There be 
and there hereby is levied on all the taxable property in the County a direct, annual tax in such 
years and in such amounts as are sufficient to pay when due the principal and interest on such 
notes. 

Adopted and recorded March 19, 2019. 

Attest: 

Shirley M. Simonis 
County Clerk 

Allen Haga, Jr. 
Chairperson 

QB\56371942.1 



Dated this 19th day of March, 2019. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Dennis Raabe 

2 
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RESOLUTION NO. ___ _ 

RESOLUTION DECLARING OFFICIAL INTENT 
TO REIMBURSE EXPENDITURES ON COUNTY HIGHWAY PROJECTS 

FROM PROCEEDS OF BORROWING 

WHEREAS, Portage County, Wisconsin (the "Issuer") plans to undertake County 
highway improvement projects (the "Project"); 

WHEREAS, the Issuer expects to finance the Project on a long-term basis by issuing 
tax-exempt notes or bonds or other tax-exempt obligations (collectively, the "Bonds"); 

WHEREAS, because the Bonds will not be issued prior to commencement of the 
Project, the Issuer must provide interim financing to cover costs of the.Project incurred prior to 
receipt of the proceeds of the Bonds; and 

WHEREAS, the County Board of Supervisors (the "Governing Body") of the Issuer 
deems it to be necessary, desirable, and in the best interests of the Issuer to advance moneys 
from its funds on hand on an interim basis to pay the costs of the Project until the Bonds are 
issued. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Issuer that: 

Section 1. Expenditure of Funds. The Issuer shall make expenditures as needed from 
its funds on hand to pay the cost of the Project until proceeds of the Bonds become available. 

Section 2. Declaration of Official Intent. The Issuer hereby officially declares its 
intent under Treas. Reg. Section 1.150-2 to reimburse said expenditures with proceeds of the 
Bonds, the principal amount of which is not expected to exceed $2,565,000. 

Section 3. Unavailability of Long-Term Funds. No funds for payment of the Project 
from sources other than the Bonds are, or are reasonably expected to be, reserved, allocated on a 
long-term basis, or otherwise set aside by the Issuer pursuant to its budget or financial policies. 

Section 4. Public Availability of Official Intent Resolution. The Resolution shall be 
made available for public inspection at the office of the Issuer's Clerk within 30 days after its 
approval in compliance with applicable State law governing the availability of records of official 
acts including Subchapter II of Chapter 19, and shall remain available for public inspection until 
the Bonds are issued. 

Section 5. Effective Date. This Resolution shall be effective upon its adoption and 
approval. 

QB\56372373.1 



Adopted, approved and recorded March 19, 2019. 

ATTEST: 

Shirley M. Simonis 
County Clerk 

Allen Haga, Jr. 
Chairperson 

(SEAL) 

After adoption, please return a copy of this Resolution to Quarles & Brady LLP, Bond Counsel, 
at 411 East Wisconsin Avenue, 27th Floor, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202-4497, Attention: 
Brian G. Lanser. 

2 
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Dated this 19th day of March, 2019. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

DATE: March 11, 2019 

Dennis Raabe 

3 
QB\56372373.1 



RESOLUTION NO. ------

TO: THE HONORABLE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE PORTAGE COUNTY 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: 

RE: REVISION TO PORTAGE COUNTY ORDINANCE CHAPTER 2 PUBLIC PEACE AND 

ORDER, SECTION 2.28 REGULATION OF BOA TING UPON TOMORROW RIVER 

WHEREAS, the CTH A bridge over the Tomorrow River located south ofUSH 10 is scheduled 
to be replaced in 2019 as part of the Wisconsin Department of Transportation' s(DOT) Local Bridge 
Improvement Assistance Program; and 

WHEREAS, as part of the agency and environmental coordination for the project, the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources(DNR) is requiring boating restrictions under the bridge during 
construction due to safety concerns; and 

WHEREAS, state law allows counties, towns, villages, cities, public inland lake protection and 
rehabilitation districts and town sanitary districts to enact local boating regulations in the interest of 
public health, safety or welfare, which includes the public's interest in preserving the state's natural 
resources. State boating law provides a general framework for regulation, but it is up to the governing 
entity to provide regulations tailored to local conditions; and 

WHEREAS, the authority to enact local regulation is found in Chapter 30 of the Wisconsin State 
Statutes. See Section 30.77(2) and Section 30.77(3), Wis. Stats (Local Regulation of Boating) and 
Chapter 33, Wis. Stats; and 

WHEREAS, the Highway Committee has reviewed and recommended the attached amendment to 
Portage County Code of Ordinances, Section 2.28 be reviewed and adopted; and 

FISCAL _NOTE: There are no fiscal obligations for the county associated with this resolution; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Portage County Board of Supervisors hereby 
approves, adopts, and enacts the attached amendment to the Portage County Code of Ordinances - 2.28 
Regulation of Boating Upon Tomorrow River. 

DA TED THIS 19th DAY OF March, 2019 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED 

PORTAGE COUNTY HIGHWAY COMMITTEE 

(Vice Chair) 

Ih-~d-
Charles Gussel 

... 
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Date: January 30, 2019 
To: Highway Committee and County Board of Supervisors 
From: Nathan Check, P.E. 

800 Plover Road 
Plover, WI 54467 

Phone: 715-345-5230 
Fax: 715-345-5356 

Subject: Discussion and Possible Action on Revision to Portage County Ordinance Chapter 2 -
Public Peace and Order, 2.28 Regulation of Boating Upon Tomorrow River 

Background: 
The CTH A bridge over the Tomorrow River located south ofUSH 10 is scheduled to be 
replaced in 2019 as part of the Wisconsin Department ofTransportation's(DOT) Local Bridge 
Improvement Assistance Program. As part of the agency and environmental coordination, the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources(DNR) is requiring boating restrictions under the 
bridge while under construction due to safety concerns. This section of the river is utilized 
primarily by canoeist. 

Analysis: 
State law allows counties, towns, villages, cities, public inland lake protection and rehabilitation 
districts and town sanitary districts to enact local boating regulations in the interest of public 
health, safety or welfare, which includes the public's interest in preserving the state's natural 
resources. State boating law provides a general framework for regulation, but it is up to the 
governing entity to provide regulations tailored to local conditions. The authority to enact local 
regulation is found in Chapter 30 of the Wisconsin State Statutes. See Section 30.77(2) and 
Section 30.77(3), Wis. Stats (Local Regulation of Boating) and Chapter 33, Wis. Stats. 

The DNR has provided sample ordinances which have been modified to meet the Tomorrow 
River project needs. The ordinance is attached. 

As part of the DOT contract requirements, the contractor will be required to place signage and 
buoys notifying users of the closure as shown in the attachment. An ordinance must be adopted 
by the County to enforce the closure. 

Fiscal Impact: 
There is no fiscal impact to the County. 

Recommendation: 
Staff recommends approval of the resolution and ordinance to comply with DNR requirements 
for the project. 

Attachments: Resolution 
Ordinance 2.28 
DOT Contract Sign and Buoy Detail 

Assistant Highway Commissioner/ Engineer - Nathan Plunkett 
County Patrol Manager - Ken Gliszinski State Patrol Manager - Todd Makuski 

Parts Room I Shop Manager - Corey Giese Assistant Patrol Manager - Jason Kirsenlohr 
Finance Office Supervisor - Stacy Zerby Financial Associate III - Kristen Wallis 
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2.28 REGULATION OF BOATING UPON TOMORROW RIVER 

2.28.1 Applicability and Enforcement: The provisions of this Ordinance shall apply to the waters of 
Tomorrow River. This chapter shall be enforced by the officers of Portage County. 

2.28.2 Intent: The intent of this ordinance is to provide safe and healthful conditions for the enjoyment 
of aquatic recreation consistent with public rights and interests and the capability of the water resources. 

2.28.3 State Boating and Safety Laws Adopted: State boating laws as found in ss. 30.50 to 30.71, Wis. 
Stats., are adopted by reference. 

2.28.4 Penalties: Wisconsin state boating penalties as found in s. 30.80, Wis. Stats., and deposits 
established in the Uniform Deposit and Bail Schedule established by the Wisconsin Judicial Conferences, 
are hereby adopted by reference and all references to fines amended to forfeitures and all references to 
imprisonment deleted. 

2.28.5 Severability: The provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed severable and it is expressly 
declared that Portage County would have passed the other provisions of this ordinance irrespective of 
whether or not one or more provisions may be declared invalid. If any provision of this ordinance or the 
application to any person or circumstances is held invalid, the remainder of the ordinance and the 
application of such provisions to other persons or circumstances shall not be affected. 

2.28.6 Boat Restriction Area: No person shall operate a boat, as defined ins. 30.50(6), Wis. Stats., on the 
waters of Tomorrow River within the right of way at the crossing of County Highway A during the bridge 
construction project. The boat restriction area will be in place from April 1, 2019 to August 9, 2019. 

2.28.7 Posting Requirements: Portage County shall place and maintain a synopsis of this ordinance at all 
public access points within the jurisdiction of the County pursuant to the requirements of NR 5.15, Wis. 
Adm . Code. 

2.28.8 Effective Date: This ordinance shall take effect on April 1, 2019. 

2.28.9 Sunset Date : This ordinance will therefore sunset at midnight on October 1, 2019 unless 

otherwise amended, rescinded, or extended by future action by the Portage County Board of 

Supervisors. 



RESOLUTION NO. ------

TO: THE HONORABLE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE PORTAGE COUNTY 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: 

RE: RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE WEEK OF APRIL 8 THROUGH APRIL 12, 2019 

AS "WORK ZONE AWARENESS WEEK" IN PORTAGE COUNTY 

WHEREAS, in 1999, the Federal Highway Administration partnered with the American 
Association of State Highway Officials and more recently the American Traffic Safety Services 
Association to create the National Work Zone Safety Awareness campaign which is held annually in 

April prior to construction season in much of the nation; and 

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin County Highway Association is asking all seventy-two counties in 
the state to unite and kick off "Work Zone Safety Awareness Week" with a resolution and campaign to 

raise awareness for its workers, the traveling public, public safety workers, and those of various highway 
contractors performing work for the counties; and 

WHEREAS, construction and maintenance activities on our streets and highways periodically 
require that work zones be established; and 

WHEREAS, there has been over 2,000 work zone crashes in Wisconsin in each of the last three 
years; and 

WHEREAS, in 2017, Wisconsin suffered from were nearly 2,700 crashes in road construction 
and maintenance zones, resulting in over 1,000 injuries and six fatalities; and 

WHEREAS, between 2012 and 2017, there were 55 fatalities recorded as a result of crashes in 
Wisconsin work zones including three Wisconsin County Highway workers which were killed in work 
zones in 2015; and 

WHEREAS, through their enforcement activities and other participation, the Portage County 
Sheriff's Office, Wisconsin State Patrol, and Portage County Highway Department are committed to 
working together in 2019 to make Work Zone Awareness Week a success; 

WHEREAS, the Federal Highway Administration has designated April 8 through April 12, 2019 
as National Work Zone Awareness Week; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Portage County Board of Supervisors that the 

week of April 8 through April 12, 2019 be designated as Work Zone Awareness Week in Portage County. 

DATED THIS 19th DAY OF MARCH, 2019 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 



PORTAGE COUNTY HIGHWAY COMMITTEE 

Charles Gussel 



RESOLUTION NO. _______ _ 

TO: THE HONORABLE ·CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE PORTAGE COUNTY 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

RE: REQUEST FOR THE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL AND. LIFE SCIENCES AT 
OW-MADISON AND OW-EXTENSION TO DEVELOP NITROGEN APPLICATION RATE 
GUIDELINES FOR GROUNDWATER PROTECTION 

WHEREAS, all of Portage County residents obtain drinking water from groundwater and 24% 
have concentrations of nitrate-nitrogen that exceed the Environmental Protection Agency health and 
enforcement limit of 10 parts per millipn; and 

WHEREAS, Local, State and Federal programs require use of the USDA Natural Resource 
Conservation Service 590 Nutrient Management Standard, which dictates use of the OW-Extension 
Publication A2809 "Nutrient Application Guidelines for Field, Vegetable, and Fruit Crops in Wisconsin"; 
and 

WHEREAS, the OW-Madison nitrogen recommendations contained in A2809 were developed to 
maximize economic profitability, not to protect groundwater and drinking water quality; and 

WHEREAS, the most recent revision of A2809 contains increased nitrogen application rate 
recommendations by OW-Madison on corn; and 

WHEREAS, farmers striving to voluntarily reduce nitrogen applications to rates that will allow 
for drinking water nitrate levels below the 10 parts per million enforcement limit have no guidance to do 
so;and 

WHEREAS, fertilized public and private lawns, golf courses, and fertilized public and private 
green spaces contribute to nitrates in groundwater; and 

WHEREAS, the Portage County Citizens Groundwater Advisory Committee passed a unanimous 
motion at their January 17, 2019 meeting to request this resolution be developed. 

FISCAL NOTE: There are no fiscal obligations for the county associated with this resolution. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors for the County of 
Portage hereby requests the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences at OW-Madison and UW­
Extension develop nitrogen application rate guidelines for groundwater protection, including fertilized 
lawns, golf courses, and green spaces. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the State of Wisconsin provide funding and other necessary 
resources to aid in this effort. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be directed to the attention of the 
State Legislators representing constituents in Portage County, the Governor and the President of the 
University of Wisconsin System. · 

DA TED THIS 19th DAY OF MARCH, 2019 



RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

PORTAGE COUNTY LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

Date: March 5, 2019 

Ae Ae 
Barry Jacowski, Chair Dale O'Brien, Vice-Chair 

Ae Excused 
Julie Morrow, Secretary John Ruzicka 

Ae Ae 
Gerry Zastrow Bob Gifford 



RESOLUTION NUMBER --------

TO: THE HONORABLE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE PORTAGE COUNTY 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

RE: SUPPORT OF 2019 LRB 1197 AND WISCONSIN LEGISLATIVE ACTION TO 
MAINTAIN AND IMPROVE GROUNDWATER QUALITY STATEWIDE 

WHEREAS, groundwater and surface waters in Wisconsin are considered waters of the State, 
held in public trust, and regulated primarily by the State of Wisconsin; and 

WHEREAS, various reports, including the Portage County Groundwater Management Plan, have 
identified that private drinking water wells of Portage County citizens have been affected with 
contaminants such as nitrate and pesticides at levels exceeding safe drinking water standards. According 
to Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) data, approximately 20% of Portage County 
homeowner wells sampled over the last 25 years exceed the State nitrate-nitrogen standard of 10 parts per 
million, compared to the State average of 9%; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Wisconsin has historically provided assistance to citizens with high 
levels of drinking water well contamination through the Well Compensation Grant Program (under CH 
281.75, Wis. Stats.); and 

WHEREAS, a large number of citizens do not qualify for assistance under the current program 
due to income restrictions, limits on cost of work, and the requirement of livestock to be on the property, 
and modifying program requirements would allow for greater access to these funds, which could help 
additional citizens have access to drinking water that meets water quality standards; and 

WHEREAS, the DNR recommends that homeowners test their private wells at least once a year 
for contaminants but homeowners often do not have the means to do so or are not aware that they should 
test their water; and 

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Legislature is currently considering, through 2019 LRB 1197, 
modification of Well Compensation Grant Program requirements to expand eligibility to more citizens 
and establishing a private well testing grant program to provide well testing; and 

FISCAL NOTE: There are no fiscal obligations for the County associated with this resolution; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Portage County Board of Supervisors 
strongly supports and encourages the Wisconsin State Legislature to take action to adopt 2019 LRB 1197 
to increase assistance to citizens regarding water quality issues; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Portage County Board of Supervisors strongly endorses 
and encourages the Wisconsin Legislature to move with a sense of urgency to bring forward any 
additional legislation necessary to further enhance assistance to citizens with regard to improving the 
water quality of potable water wells, and protect and improve groundwater quality in the State. 

DA TED THIS 19th Day of March, 2019 



RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMITTEE 

DATE: January 31, 2019 

cfi?__,,,_,_......,/2l __ 
Larry Raikowski, Vice Chair 

--~---~ 
C .. :::, - -- -=-~ 

Julie Morrow, ~--------=--·--·-.. ~ 
LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

fe.k>rt.L~ t3, ~ t'l 
DATE: f'e:br 'j lal I a-0 C<f- . 

. ..,!; 

9evt c) <> IV-bo 
----Dale O'Brien, Vice Chair 

Julie Morrow, Member 



AGRICULTURE AND EXTENSION EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

DATE: February 14, 2019 
( 

~~-{ Charles GusseC~r 



To: 

From: 

Date: 

R.e.: 

1462 STRONGS AVENUE, STEVENS POINT, WI 54481 • PHONE: 715-346-1334 • FAX: 715-346-1677 

Agriculture and Extension Education Comm~tt~~ 

Jen McNelly, Water Resource Specialist Q 
February 5, 2019 

Resolution in support of LRB 1197 

On January 17, 2019 the Portage County Groundwater Citizen Advisory Committee passed a motion asking 
the Portage County Planning and Zoning Committee to support LRB 1197, proposed legislation recently 
authored by Wisconsin State Representative Katrina Shankland. You can find a draft resolution in support 
of LRB 1197 attached to this memo. 

The intent of the bill is two-fold, to establish a DNR administered grant program for the testing of privately 
owned wells and to make changes to the Well Compensation Grant Program currently administered by the 
DNR. 

The State private well testing program that is being proposed in LRB 1197 would be a first of its kind. The 
bill provides $1 million per biennium for the DNR to administer in this grant program. Under the program 
local governments would apply for funding and in turn would disburse grants to eligible residents to help 
offset the cost of testing their wells. Local governments receiving the funding would be required to notify 
the public of the availability of these grants and would be required to share the data with the DNR. 

Currently, in order to qualify for funds from the State Well Compensation Grant Program homeowners 
must not exceed an annual family income of $65,000. In addition, if the family's annual income exceeds 
$45,000 the amount of the reward is reduced. For nitrate-specific well contamination there are additional 
eligibility requirements that must be met which include that the well must be used as a water supply for 
livestock, the well must be used at least three months in each year, and the well must contain nitrates in 
excess of 40 parts per million. 

The proposed LRB 1197 increases funding to the Well Compensation Grant Program to $1 million 
annually. It increases the family income limit to $100,000 (with a sliding reduction in grant awards 
beginning at $65,000) and caps the maximum award at $12,000. The bill eliminates the requirement that a 
homeowner must use the well for livestock and provides a newly structured system or prioritizing those 
with well exceeding the nitrate drinking water standard. It also adds funding for reverse osmosis systems 
for wells between 20 and 25 parts per million. 

LRB 1197 is similar to a bill previously introduced by Rep. Shankland, which the Portage County B6ard 
passed a resolution supporting. Currently, Portage County Planning and Zoning has unanimously 
supported this resolution. 

If you have any further questions, please contact me at 715-346-1334 or mcnellyjl@co.portage.wi.us. 
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