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MEMO
TO: Portage County Planning and Zoning Committee
RE: Wellhead Protection Ordinance Amendments (P&Z agenda item #5 on 3/26/19)

Portage County Planning and Zoning Committee:
It’s been a pleasure working with P&Z staff during the development of proposed modifications to
the wellhead protection ordinance language. In particular, we really appreciate the
professionalism and team approach the staff takes when tackling projects like this one.
During the process of considering changes the P&Z staff recommended amending “Zone A” to
include all of the parcels that are touched by the circle that was previously used to represent
“Zone A.” We fee this is a very good approach and are planning on recommending the same
modification to City Ordinance upon adoption by the County.
One item that we may have overlooked related to the “Zone A” language is the fact that it is
intended to represent the cone of depression where the water table is impacted, by pumping the
well, at least 0.1 foot. Given all of the work done in the recent past around municipal well #11,
we would propose that we provide information better describing that 0.1 foot drawdown area
and present it to the P&Z committee so that the most recent and accurate information can be
reviewed and considered. If the committee agrees, we will proceed with a small scope of
services that involves delineating that line. I would imagine that a week or two is all that would
be needed to deliver this product. If the County agrees to the modified “Zone A” based on the
intended 0.1 foot criteria, the staff of the Water Department will take similar ordinance
amendments to the City for consideration.
Utility staff will be present at tonight’s meeting for further discussion if needed.
Thank you for your consideration,

Joel Lemke
Director
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