What follows is Executive Holman’s best attempt to capture the public comments from meetings at the Portage County Annex, Town of Pine Grove, Village of Junction City, Village of Rosholt, Village of Plover, and the Village of Amherst. The questions and comments are anonymous and based off of the notes taken at each meeting. The primary focus was to capture the commenter’s tone, meaning, and intent.
	(C)omments & (Q)uestions
	Location Preference?

	Q: Why do we have to stay within the city?
	N/A

	C: There’s quicker access in other places than where the county is currently located.
	Green Space

	C: The county should raise tax dollars via referendum in order to build downtown.
	Downtown

	C: Even in the proposed location, you’d want to plan for businesses growing around you.
	N/A

	C: If a swap is done, it should be revenue neutral.
	N/A

	C: Twice as much land is better than not. It’s not going to get any cheaper, and with more land you can expand any time that you want.
	Green Space

	C: Spending something like $100 million on new infrastructure is probably better than spending $40 million on renovating current infrastructure.
	N/A

	C: The values for any property swap should be expressed monetarily.
	N/A

	C: The county should look into moving everything out of the city and not necessarily to the proposed location. Or if you move to the proposed location, you could still find alternatives for places like the Lincoln Center since that part of the city will be more and more cramped.
	Green Space

	C: What will students at UWSP have to do in order to utilize county services? Accessibility to the site is important for students as well.
	Downtown

	C: Make sure we’re doing what’s right for the community and not just getting pushed by the urgency to act on something.
	N/A

	C: Maybe the stars are aligning. The last referendums all passed.
	N/A

	Q: How will this affect downtown businesses? How is moving to East Park avoiding urban sprawl? What are the cons to moving?
	Downtown

	Q: We can do anything you want, but what do you want to pay?
	N/A

	C: There are studies on downtowns where this kind of move can leave them vulnerable, and a lot of areas are now trying to reinvigorate their downtown areas. There are studies showing the effects.
	Downtown

	C: The proposed location is like how everyone uses gas stations outside of town and not in town.
	Green Space

	C: You’re not moving to a place that’s like downtown. Everything out there will grow around you.
	Green Space

	C: Could the Lincoln Center move to a big box store location like Shopko? There would be space there for people to walk around in like some elderly people do in malls.
	Green Space

	Q: Can the city and the county share law enforcement? Save costs?
	Green Space

	C: There are a lot of unknowns at this point, so it’s hard to say what’s good, bad, or ugly. Another meeting after decisions are made is a good idea.
	N/A

	C: Don’t do anything half-assed.
	N/A

	Q: How much have we spent on studies to nowhere? $500,000?
	N/A

	Q: What happens to current buildings if the county moves forward?
	N/A

	C: Courthouses have very specific requirements, and we have been discussing something like this for a long time. You can’t build a ‘ranch’ style building out in the proposed location. The courts need to be on the second floor or higher.
	Downtown

	C: Crap or get off the pot. You get what you pay for.
	N/A

	Q: Are there any federal or state grants or programs that could help cover costs for anything?
	N/A

	Q: What are the annual costs for shipping people to Waupaca Jail? What are the differences between that and keeping them here? What capacity should the jail be? Can you make money off of the jail? 
	N/A

	C: I have some real concerns about the overall costs associated with a project like this. What’s the amount of money we’re looking at spending?
	Downtown

	C: The county leaving isn’t the city leaving. City services will still be there.
	Green Space

	Q: What’s the value of the buildings and the swap?
	N/A

	Q: What is the fate of the library and its current location when considered in the scope of this project and a proposed property swap?
	N/A

	Q: If it was built a little bigger now, could you rent space out to others for the short-term?
	N/A

	C: I support keeping the courthouse downtown for all of the reasons mentioned already.
	Downtown

	C: No one has ever said that you’ve built something too large. You have to factor everything into your plan for the project.
	N/A

	[bookmark: _GoBack]C: There are two ways of doing it. Build it bigger now, or design it such so that you can add on and not hurt yourself by being landlocked.
	Green Space

	Q: How much more would it have cost to build the extra floor on the Annex then and have it vacant for future use?
	N/A

	Q: Given the square footage we are talking about, you’re looking at around $100 million dollars for the entire project. What efficiencies can be realized by having more shared spaces and better designed spaces in general? There are pros and cons to everything, and perhaps the answers here are somewhere in the middle where you have one piece—like the jail—located in the proposed location, but you keep other pieces downtown. There’s more information that I’m not privy to, but it’s good to see this conversation taking place (i.e. the property swap) and it’s good to see the city and county working together.
	N/A

	Q: What is the future of the County-City Building if this move takes place?
	N/A

	








	



