Introduction

Welcome to the Town of New Hope Comprehensive Plan. This Comprehensive Plan is the
center-piece of the community planning process, stating our community’s development goals and
outlining public policies for guiding future growth. It establishes an identifiable destination that
allows both the governing body and private interests to plan and budget with an idea as to the
direction the Town may move in the future, and helps to ensure that future growth is not only
anticipated, but planned. The Plan functions as a practical guide to coordinate day-to-day
decisions.

State Statute 66.1001 (Appendix C) defines minimum requirements for what content should be
included within a comprehensive plan. These requirements include nine “elements” or chapters
describing: issues and opportunities; housing; transportation; utilities and community facilities;
agriculture, natural and cultural resources; economic development; intergovernmental
cooperation, land use; and implementation. The Town of New Hope has used the required
elements as an outline for its Plan document.

This Comprehensive Plan is the primary link between the past, the present, and the future,
making it perhaps the best resource for achieving continuity over a period of time. It is to be used
as a guide by those making decisions with regard to the development of the community. The
Comprehensive Plan must also remain flexible so that it can be modified to reflect the processes
of actual development and the changing attitudes and priorities of the community. To maintain
an updated Comprehensive Plan, new information must be continually gathered and studied to
determine trends and reevaluate projections, forecasts, and plans. Even policy recommendations,
which are relatively permanent statements, may require periodic review to determine their
appropriateness and suitability in relation to the direction and character of community
development at that time. A well thought-out and updated Comprehensive Plan, with a solid
base of public involvement, is one of the most fruitful investments a local government can make.
As a collection of policies and plans designed to guide future growth and development, it will
help ensure continuity over time as changes occur within the Town of New Hope.
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