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1 Updated 15-16 Wis. Stats. COUNTIES 59.001
SUBCHAPTER I SUBCHAPTER V
DEFINITIONS POWERS AND DUTIES OF COUNTIES
59.001  Definitions. 59.51 Board powers.
SUBCHAPTER II 59.52 County administration.'
LEGAL STATUS; ORGANIZATION 59.53 Health and hl_lman services.
59.01 Body corporate; status. 59.535 Veteljans affaerS' N
59.02 Powers, how exercised; quorum. 59.54 Public protection z}nd safety.
59.03 Home rule. 59.55 Consumer protection.
5004  Construction of powers. 53456 Cultural affairs; educa_ti;)r(ll; reclreation.
59.05 County seat; change. 292; Ecnnomlc apd industrial development.
59.06 County property. -~ ransportation.
59.07 Claims against counties; actions on. SUBCHAPTER VI
59.08 Consolidation of counties; procedure; referendum. FINANCE AND BUDGET
SUBCHAPTER III 23?85 r?‘ud%etary‘ pr(;?e(‘iure in certain counties.
COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS o ax levy rate imit.
. e L . o - 59.61 Financial transactions.
59.10 Boards: composition; election; terms; compensation; compatibility. . .
X X 59.62 Investment authority delegation.
59.11 Meetings; adjournment; absentees. ) e 1 .
. . . . 59.63 Treasurer’s disbursement of revenue.
59.12 Chairperson; vice chairperson; powers and duties. . .
5913 C ) ’ . . . 59.64 Claims against county.
. ommittees; appointment; compensation. 59.65 Publication of financial report.
59.14 Publication of ordinances and proceedings. 59.66 Unclaimed funds
59.15 Neglect of duty. ’ : SUBCHAPTER VII
ke S A LAND USE, INFORMATION AND REGULATION,
917 Count i COUNTY OFFICERS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, SURVEYS,
: ounty executive. PLANNING AND ZONING
59.18  County administrator. 59.69  Planning and zoning authority.
59.19  Administrative coordinator. 59.691  Required notice on certain approvals.
59.20  County offices and officers. 59.692  Zoning of shorelands on navigable waters.
59.21 Official oaths and bonds. . . 59.693  Construction site erosion control and storm water management zoning.
59.22 Compensation, fees, salaries and traveling expenses of officials and 59 94 County zoning, adjustment board.
employees. 59.696  Zoning; filing fees.
59.23  Clerk. . o o L . 59.697  Fees for zoning appeals.
59.24 Clerks of counties containing state institutions to make claims in certain 59 98 Zoning, building inspector.
cases. 59.70 Environmental protection and land use.
gg%g greasure?l 59.71 Special counties; record keeping.
255 omptroller. 59.72  Land information.
59.26  Sheriff; undersheriff; deputies. 59.73  Surveys; expressing bearings, subdividing sections.
59.27  Sheriff; duties. 59.74  Perpetuation of section corners, landmarks.
59.28 Peace maintenance; powers and duties of peace officers, cooperation. 59.75 Certificates and records as evidence.
59.29  Transportation, apprehension of criminals. 59.76  Registration of farms.
59.30 Not to act as attorney. SUBCHAPTER VIII
59.31 Service on sheriff; how made.
’ POPULOUS COUNTIES
59.32 Fees received by sheriff. 59.79 Milwaukee Count
3 . y.
5933 Powers after term. ) . . - 59.792  Milwaukee County; sewage, waste, refuse.
59.34 quoner, medical examiner duties; coroner, medical examiner compatibil- 59794  Milwaukee County; limitations on board authority and on intergovern-
ity. mental cooperation, shared services.
59.35 Deputy coroner. . . 59.796  Milwaukee County; opportunity schools and partnership program.
59.36 CoronerAand medlca} examiner; fees. 59.80 Milwaukee County; city—county crime commission.
59.365 Morgtorlum on fee increases. 59.81 Cash flow, Milwaukee.
59.37  Service when no coroner. 59.82  Milwaukee County Research and Technology Park.
59.38  Medical examiner and assistants. ) o 59.84  Expressways and mass transit facilities in populous counties.
59.39  Coroner or medical examiner as funeral director, limitation. 59.85  Appropriation bonds for payment of employee retirement system liability
59.40 Clerk of court. in populous counties.
59.41 Not to act as attorney. 59.86  Agreements and ancillary arrangements for certain notes and appropria-
59.42  Corporation counsel. tion bonds.
59.43 Register of deeds; duties, fees, deputies. 59.87  Employee retirement system liability financing in populous counties;
59.44 County abstractor; appointment; duties; fees. additional powers.
59.45 County surveyor; duties, deputies, fees. 59.875 Payment of contributions in and employment of annuitants under an
59.46 Penalty for nonfeasance. employee retirement system of populous counties.
59.47 County auditors; powers; duties. 59.88 Employee retirement system of populous counties; duty disability benefits
59.48 County assessor. for a mental injury.
SUBCHAPTER I pired term and whose service has not terminated by death, resigna-
tion or removal from office.
DEFINITIONS (2r) “Municipal clerk” means the clerk of a municipality.
. . “Municipality” means any city, village or town.
59.001 Definitions. In this chapter, unless the context clearly ©) pality y s €

indicates to the contrary:
(1) “Board” means the county board of supervisors.
(2) “Clerk” means the county clerk.

(2m) “Members—elect” means those members of the govern-
ing body of a county, city, village or town, at a particular time, who
have been duly elected or appointed for a current regular or unex-

(3m) “Municipal treasurer” means the treasurer of a munici-
pality.

(3r) “Professional land surveyor” means a professional land
surveyor licensed under ch. 443.

(4) “Treasurer” means the county treasurer.
History: 1989 a. 260, 268; 1995 a. 201; 2013 a. 358.
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TOWNS 60.01

SUBCHAPTER I 60.45 Disbursements from town treasury.
DEFINITIONS 60.46  Public depository.
60.001 Definitions. 60.47 Public contracts and competitive bidding.
SUBCHAPTER II SUBCHAPTER VII
LEGAL STATUS; ORGANIZATION PUBLIC WORKS AND PUBLIC SAFETY
60.01 Legal status; general powers. 60.50 Public works. L o
60.03 Division and dissolution of towns generally. 60.52 Sewc;r an<'i water systems of adjoining municipality.
60.05 Organization of towns in special cases. 60.53 Service pipes and laterals.
60.06  Validity of attachment or detachment. 60.54  Solid waste transportation.
60.065  Change of town name. 60.55  Fire protection. )
60.07 Delivery of papers to clerk of new town. 60.553 C_ombmed protective services.
60.09  When a county constitutes a town. 60.555  Fire safety regulations. )
SUBCHAPTER III (6)8227 E:&nel):frs;rzlslrletnflor fire calls on highways.
.T OWN MEETING 60.563  Rewards for crime information.
60.10 Powers of town meeting. .
X 60.565  Ambulance service.
60.11 Annual town meeting. . . -
. . 60.57 Police and fire commission.
60.12 Special town meetings. SUBCHAPTER VIII
60.13 Presiding officer.
LAND USE AND PLANNING
60.14 Procedure.
60.15 Clerk. o 60.61 General zoning authority.
60.16 First town meeting in new towns. 60.62 Zomr}g authgr]ty if exercising village powers.
SUBCHAPTER IV 60.625  Required notice on certain approvals.
60.627  Town construction site erosion control and storm water management zon-
TOWN BOARD ing.
6020  Town board. . . 60.63  Community and other living arrangements.
6021 Town board, increased size authorized. 60.635  Environmental protection; interstate hazardous liquid pipelines.
60.22 Getneral powers and duties. 60.64 Historic preservation.
60.23 Miscellaneous powers. ) 60.65 Board of adjustment.
60.24 Powers and duties of town board chairperson. 60.66 Town park commission.
SUBCHAPTER V SUBCHAPTER IX
TOWN OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES TOWN SANITARY DISTRICTS
60.30 Electi(')n, appointmen} of town officers; general provisions. 60.70 Definitions.
60.305 Comblned and part-time offices. 60.71 Creation of town sanitary district by town board order.
60.307  Appointment of town assessors. 60.72  Creation of town sanitary district by order of the department of natural
60.31 Official oath and bond. resources.
60.32  Compensation of elective town offices. 60.726  Property with private on—site wastewater treatment system included.
60.321  Reimbursement of expenses. 60.73 Review of orders creating town sanitary districts.
60.323 Conllpensaticm when acting in more than one official capacity. 60.74 Commissioners; method of selection.
60.33  Duties of town clerk. 60.75  Commissioners; requirements.
60.331  Deputy town clerk. 60.76  Organization of the commission.
60.34 Duties of town treasurer. 60.77 Powers and duties.
60.341  Deputy town treasurer. 60.78  Powers to borrow money and issue municipal obligations.
60.35 Duties of town constable. 60.782  Power to act as a public inland lake protection and rehabilitation district.
60.351 Towr} cAonsFable fees. 60.785  Changes in district boundaries.
60.36 Municipal judge. 60.79 Alteration of town sanitary districts.
60.37 Town employees. SUBCHAPTER X
SUBCHAPTER VI MISCELLANEOUS
FINANCE 60.80 Publication or posting of ordinances and resolutions.
60.40 Preparation and adoption of budget. 60.81 Population; use of federal census.
60.41 Annual financial statement. 60.82 Regional planning programs.
60.42 Finance book. 60.83 Destruction of obsolete town records.
60.43 Financial audits. 60.84 Monuments.
60.44 Claims against town. 60.85 Town tax increment law.
NOTE: 1983 Wisconsin Act 532, which completely revised chapter 60, has SUBCHAPTER 1T
extensive notes explaining the revision. See Laws of Wisconsin, 1983.
LEGAL STATUS; ORGANIZATION
SUBCHAPTER I
60.01 Legal status; general powers. (1) A town is a body

DEFINITIONS

60.001 Definitions. In this chapter:

(1) “Annual town meeting” means the town meeting held
under s. 60.11.

(2) “Special town meeting” means a town meeting, other than
the annual town meeting, held under s. 60.12.

(3) “Town meeting” means the annual town meeting or a spe-

cial town meeting.
History: 1983 a. 532.

corporate and politic, with those powers granted by law. A town
shall be designated in all actions and proceedings by its name, as
“Town of ....”.

(2) A town may:

(a) Sue and be sued.

(b) Acquire and hold real and personal property for public use
and convey and dispose of the property.

(c) Enter into contracts necessary for the exercise of its corpo-

rate powers.
History: 1983 a. 532.
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VILLAGES 61.189

61.187  Dissolution. 61.35 Village planning.
61.188  Certain villages may become cities by charter ordinance. 61.351  Zoning of wetlands in shorelands.
61.189  Villages of 13000 may }?ecome cities. 61.352  Required notice on certain approvals.
61.19  Annual elections; appointments. 61.353  Zoning of annexed or incorporated shorelands.
61.191  Population, use of federal census. 61.354  Construction site erosion control and storm water management zoning.
61.193 Es:tablighing and changing compensation for elective offices. 61.36 Streets, sidewalks, sewers and watercourses.
61.195 Dlscor'llmuance'and change of term of offices. 61.39 Service pipes and sewers.
gi é37 lS:jlef'tlon (;ftoffzcers.l b 61.44  Railroads, dust prevention.
. ection of trustees; terms; number. 61.46 Village taxes.
2}2 Slfe;rk t? t?mtjfy_ Otftgcers_elea; Eath of (,’fﬁce‘ 61.47 Street and sidewalk improvement tax.
b 1c1al bonds; ofticers not to be sureties. 61.48 County aid for construction and repair of bridges and culverts.
61.23 Terms; temporary vacancy. . X o . .
- 61.50 Ordinances; contracts; other instruments; how executed.
61.24 President. o
61.51 Auditing accounts.
61.25 Clerk. -
61.54 Public works.
61.26 Treasurer. 61.57 Acquisiti £ facilities without bid
61.261  Deputy village treasurer. . cquisition o ] actlities without bids.
61.27 ASSessor. 61.61 Village orders; b‘orrowmg money.
61.28 Marshal. 61.64 Arqbulance service. )
61.29  Constable. 61.65 Police and fire departments; pension funds.
61.31 Peace officers, powers. 61.66  Combined protective services.
61.32 Village board; meeting; salaries. 61.71 Consolidated plats; numpering of buildings.
61.325  Trustee may be appointed president. 6172 Pest and disease prevention.
61.34 Powers of village board. 61.73 Village housing authorities.
61.342  Direct legislation. 61.74 Detachment of farm lands from villages.
61.345  Recycling or resource recovery facilities. 61.75 Rewards.

61.187 Dissolution. (1) PROCEDURE. Whenever a petition
conforming to the requirements of s. 8.40, signed by at least one—
third as many electors of any village as voted for village officers
at the next preceding election for village officers in that village,
shall be presented to the village board, and filed as provided in s.
8.37, praying for dissolution of the village, the village board shall
submit to the electors of the village the question whether or not the
village shall be dissolved. The question shall be determined by
ballot, in substantially the manner provided by ss. 5.64 (2) and
10.02, at a general election or at a special election called by the vil-
lage board for that purpose.

(2) DATE OF; PROPERTY; CLAIMS; TERRITORY. (a) Subject to par.
(c), if two—thirds of the ballots cast at the election under sub. (1)
are in favor of dissolution, the village shall, at the expiration of 6
months from the date of the election, cease to be a village.

(c) The territory included within the village at the time of its
dissolution shall revert to and become a part of the town or towns
from which it was taken or in which it is then located, except that
if the town or towns from which all of the village territory was
taken is no longer in existence, the village may not dissolve. The
assets and liabilities of the village shall be apportioned under s.
66.0235 and, in accordance with that section, all assets and liabili-
ties of the village shall become the assets and liabilities of the town
or towns to which the village territory reverts.

(d) If, in accordance with par. (a), the results of the election
under sub. (1) provide for dissolution, the village clerk shall,
within 10 days after the election, record the petition and determi-
nation of the village board of canvassers in the office of the regis-
ter of deeds of the county or counties in which the village is located
and file with the secretary of administration certified copies of the
petition and the determination of inspectors of election. The vil-
lage clerk shall also record in the office of the register of deeds a
certificate by the village clerk showing the date on which the dis-
solution takes effect and file with the secretary of administration
4 copies of the certificate. These documents shall be recorded and
indexed by the register of deeds. The index shall include the docu-
ment number of the original documents and, if given on the origi-
nal documents, the volume or reel and the page or image number
where the original documents are filed or recorded. The secretary
of administration shall forward 2 copies of the certificate to the

department of transportation and one to the department of rev-
enue.

History: 1977 c. 29 5. 1654 (8) (c); 1977 ¢. 273; 1989 a. 192; 1993 a. 301; 1999
a. 182; 2001 a. 107; 2005 a. 391; 2015 a. 55; 2017 a. 102.

61.188 Certain villages may become cities by charter
ordinance. Any village having a population of 1,000 or more
may proceed under s. 66.0101 to organize as a city of the appropri-
ate class. The village may by charter or charter ordinance adopted
under s. 66.0101 elect not to be governed by ch. 62 or 66 in whole
or in part or may create that system of government considered by
the village to be most appropriate. The charter or charter ordi-
nance may include the following: method of election of members
of the council by districts, at—large or by a combination of meth-
ods, procedure for election of the first common council, creation
and selection of all administrative officers, departments, boards
and commissions, powers and duties of all officers, boards and
commissions and terms of office. The charter or charter ordinance
may not alter those provisions of ch. 62 dealing with police and
fire departments or chs. 115 to 121 dealing with education. Any
village incorporated after August 12, 1959, may not become a
city under this section unless it meets the standards for incorpora-
tion in ss. 66.0205 and 66.0207.
History: 1999 a. 150s. 25.

61.189 Villages of 1,000 may become cities. (1) When-
ever the resident population of any village exceeds 1,000 as shown
by the last federal census or by a census provided for under sub.
(3), the village may become a 4th class city, and the trustees of the
village may at a regular meeting, by a two—thirds vote of the mem-
bers thereof, by resolution, so determine. The resolution shall
observe the requirements of s. 5.15 (1) and (2) for wards, and shall
fix the number and boundary of the aldermanic districts into
which the city shall be divided and fix the time for holding the first
city election, which shall not be less than 20 days from the date of
such resolution, shall designate a polling place for each ward, and
shall provide for the appointment of initial inspectors of election
in the manner provided in ss. 7.30 and 7.32.

(2) The election shall be noticed and conducted and the result
canvassed and certified as in the case of regular village elections
and the village clerk shall immediately file with the secretary of
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CITIES 62.05

CHAPTER 62
CITIES
SUBCHAPTER I 62.232  Required notice on certain approvals.
GENERAL CHARTER LAW 62.233  Zoning of annexed or incorporated shorelands.
62.01 Saving clause. 62.234  Construction site erosion control and storm water management zoning.
62.02 Repeal of special charters. 62.237  Municipal mortgage housing assistance.
62.03  First class cities excepted. 62.25  Claims and actions.
62.04 Intent and construction. 62.26 General provisions.
62.05 Classes of cities. SUBCHAPTER II
62.071  Annexations to cities of the first class. FIRST CLASS CITIES
62.075  Detachment of farm lands from cities. 62.50 Police and fire departments in 1st class cities.
62.08 Alteration of aldermanic districts. 62.51 Mayoral appointments in 1st class cities.
62.09 Officers. 62.53 Real property used for school purposes; Ist class cities.
62.11 Common council. 62.55 Requirements for surety bonds of officers and employees in Ist class cities.
62.115  Defense of officers by city attorney. 62.57 Uniform salaries in 1st class cities.
62.12 Finance. 62.59 Police authority to alderpersons in Ist class cities repealed.
62.13 Police and fire departments. 62.61 Health insurance; 1st class cities.
62.133  Ambulance service. 62.62 Appropriation bonds for payment of employee retirement system liability
62.135  Highway safety coordinator. in Ist class cities.
62.14 Board of public works. 62.621  Agreements and ancillary arrangements for certain notes and appropria-
62.15 Public works. tion bonds.
62.155  Acquisition of facilities without bids. 62.622  Employee retirement system liability financing in Ist class cities; addi-
62.16 Street grades; service pipes. tional powers.
62.17 Enforcement of building codes. 62.623  Payment of contributions in an employee retirement system of a 1st class
62.175  Sewer and water extensions in 1st and 2nd class cities; sewage from other city.
municipalities. 62.624  Employee retirement system of a Ist class city; duty disability benefits for
62.18 Sewers. a mental injury.
62.185  Sewer district bonds. 62.63 Benefit funds for officers and employees of Ist class cities.
62.19 Water and heat pipe extensions. 62.65 Death benefit payments to foreign beneficiaries.
62.22 Acquiring property; opening or changing streets. 62.67 Uninsured motorist coverage; st class cities.
62.225  Recycling or resource recovery facilities. 62.69 First class city utilities.
62.23 City planning. 62.71 Pedestrian malls in Ist class cities.
62.231  Zoning of wetlands in shorelands. 62.73 Discontinuance of public grounds.
SUBCHAPTER I (3) The revision of the general charter law by chapter 242,
laws of 1921 shall not affect the application of any provisions of
GENERAL CHARTER LAW the general charter previously adopted by any 1st class city under
special charter, but such provisions shall as to such cities retain the
62.01 Saving clause. That no inconvenience may arise by same force and application as they had before the enactment of

reason of change of government of cities from special charter to
general charter, or by reason of the revision of the general charter
law, it is declared that:

(1) All vested rights, pending actions and prosecutions, and
existing judgments, claims, and contracts, both as to individuals
and bodies corporate, shall continue as though no change had
taken place.

(3) Ordinances in force, so far as not inconsistent herewith,
shall continue in force until altered or repealed.

(5) Nothing herein shall change the time for paying taxes as
provided in any special city charter until the council shall by ordi-
nance change the same to conform to general law.

62.02 Repeal of special charters. All special charters for
cities of the 2nd, 3rd and 4th classes are hereby repealed and such
cities are hereby incorporated under this subchapter. The city
clerk shall forthwith certify the boundaries of such city to the sec-
retary of administration, who shall file the same and issue to such
city a certificate of incorporation as of the date when this sub-
chapter became effective, and record the same.
History: 1977 c. 151; 2015 a. 55.

62.03 First class cities excepted. (1) This subchapter,
except ss. 62.071, 62.08 (1), 62.09 (1) (e) and (11) (j) and (k),
62.175,62.23 (7) (em) and (he) and 62.237, does not apply to 1st
class cities under special charter.

(2) Any such city may adopt by ordinance this subchapter or
any section or sections thereof, which when so adopted shall apply
to such city.

chapter 242, laws of 1921.

History: 1977 c. 151; 1979 ¢. 90 5. 21; 1979 c. 221, 260, 355; 1981 c. 281 5. 17;
1983 a. 395, 532, 538; 1989 a. 113; 1993 a. 400; 1999 a. 150.

Milwaukee can adopt less than a statute “section,” from ch. 62. State ex rel. Cortez
v. Board of Fire. & Police Commissioners, 49 Wis. 2d 130, 181 N.W.2d 378 (1970).

The city of Milwaukee cannot, by charter ordinance, adopt s. 62.13 (5) (b) since
s. 62.13 deals with a subject of state—wide concern; it cannot do so under s. 62.03
since that requires the adoption of whole sections. 58 Atty. Gen. 59.

62.04 Intent and construction. It is declared to be the inten-
tion of the revision of the city charter law, to grant all the privi-
leges, rights and powers, to cities which they heretofore had
unless the contrary is patent from the revision. For the purpose of
giving to cities the largest measure of self—government compat-
ible with the constitution and general law, it is hereby declared that
ss. 62.01 t062.26 shall be liberally construed in favor of the rights,
powers and privileges of cities to promote the general welfare,
peace, good order and prosperity of such cities and the inhabitants
thereof.

62.05 Classes of cities. (1) Cities shall be divided into 4
classes for administration and the exercise of corporate powers as
follows:

(a) Cities of 150,000 population and over shall constitute 1st
class cities.

(b) Cities of 39,000 and less than 150,000 population shall
constitute 2nd class cities.

(c) Cities of 10,000 and less than 39,000 population shall con-
stitute 3rd class cities.

(d) Cities of less than 10,000 population shall constitute 4th
class cities.
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MUNICIPAL LAW

CHAPTER 66
GENERAL MUNICIPALITY LAW

SUBCHAPTER I
GENERAL POWERS; ADMINISTRATION
Home rule; manner of exercise.
Code of ordinances.
Prohibiting ordinances that place certain limits or requirements on a land-
lord.
Jurisdiction of overlapping extraterritorial powers.
Power of municipalities to prohibit criminal conduct.
Penalties under county and municipal ordinances.
Bond or cash deposit under municipal ordinances.
Citations for certain ordinance violations.
Actions for violation of ordinances.
Outstanding unpaid forfeitures.
Judgment against local governmental units.
Special inspection warrants.
Orders; action; proof of demand.
Recreation authority.
Community relations—social development commissions.
Municipal hospital board.
Hospital facilities lease from nonprofit corporation.
Local governmental purchasing.
Energy savings performance contracting.
Interest on late payments.
Provision of insurance.
Disposal of abandoned property.
Accident record systems.
Local appeals for exemption from state mandates.
SUBCHAPTER 11
INCORPORATION; MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES
Incorporation of villages and cities; purpose and definitions.
Procedure for incorporation of villages and cities.
Standards to be applied by the circuit court.
Standards to be applied by the board.
Review of incorporation-related orders and decisions.
Incorporation referendum procedure.
Powers of new village or city: elections; adjustment of taxes; reorganiza-
tion as village.
Incorporation of certain towns adjacent to 1st class cities.

66.02162 Incorporation of certain towns contiguous to 3rd class cities or villages.

66.0217
66.0219
66.0221
66.0223
66.0225
66.0227
66.0229
66.0230
66.0231
66.0233
66.0235

66.0301
66.0303
66.0304
66.0305
66.0307
66.0309

66.0311

66.0312

Annexation initiated by electors and property owners.

Annexation by referendum initiated by city or village.

Annexation of and creation of town islands.

Annexation of territory owned by a city or village.

Stipulated boundary agreements in contested boundary actions.

Detachment of territory.

Consolidation.

Town consolidation with a city or village.

Notice of certain litigation affecting municipal status or boundaries.

Town participation in actions to test alterations of town boundaries.

Adjustment of assets and liabilities on division of territory.

SUBCHAPTER III

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION

Intergovernmental cooperation.

Municipal interstate cooperation.

Conduit revenue bonds.

Political subdivision revenue sharing.

Boundary change pursuant to approved cooperative plan.

Creation, organization, powers and duties of regional planning commis-

sions.
Intergovernmental cooperation in financing and undertaking housing proj-
ects.
Local health departments; mutual assistance.

66.03125 Fire departments; mutual assistance.

66.0313
66.0314
66.0315
66.0316
66.0317

66.0401
66.0403
66.0404
66.0405
66.0406
66.0407
66.0408
66.0409
66.0410
66.0411

Law enforcement; mutual assistance.
State of emergency; mutual assistance.
Municipal cooperation; federal rivers, harbors or water resources projects.
Renew Wisconsin performance review.
Cooperation region.
SUBCHAPTER IV

REGULATION
Regulation relating to solar and wind energy systems.
Solar and wind access permits.
Mobile tower siting regulations.
Removal of rubbish.
Radio broadcast service facility regulations.
Noxious weeds.
Regulation of occupations.
Local regulation of weapons.
Local regulation of ticket reselling.
Sound—producing devices; impoundment; seizure and forfeiture.

66.0412
66.0413
66.0415
66.0417
66.0418
66.0419
66.0420
66.0421
66.0422
66.0423
66.0425
66.0427
66.0429
66.0431
66.0433
66.0435
66.0436
66.0437
66.0438
66.0439

66.0501
66.0502
66.0503
66.0504
66.0505
66.0506
66.0507
66.0508
66.0509
66.0510
66.0511

66.0513
66.0515
66.0517
66.0518

66.0601
66.0602
66.0603
66.0605
66.0607
66.0608

66.0609
66.0611
66.0613
66.0615
66.0617
66.0619
66.0621
66.0623
66.0625
66.0626

66.0627
66.0628

66.0701
66.0703
66.0705
66.0707

66.0709
66.0711
66.0713
66.0715

66.0717
66.0719

66.0721

66.0723
66.0725

Local regulation of real estate brokers, brokerage services.
Razing buildings.
Offensive industry.
Local enforcement of certain food and health regulations.
Prohibition of local regulation of certain foods, beverages.
Local regulation of auxiliary containers.
Video service.
Access to video service.
Video service, telecommunications, and broadband facilities.
Transient merchants.
Privileges in streets.
Open excavations in populous counties.
Street barriers; neighborhood watch signs.
Prohibiting operators from leaving keys in parked motor vehicles.
Licenses for nonintoxicating beverages.
Manufactured and mobile home communities.
Certificates of food protection practices for restaurants.
Drug disposal programs.
Limitations on locally issued identification cards.
Environmental, occupational health, and safety credentials.
SUBCHAPTER V
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
Eligibility for office.
Employee residency requirements prohibited.
Combination of municipal offices.
Address confidentiality program.
Compensation of governing bodies.
Referendum; increase in employee wages.
Automatic salary schedules.
Collective bargaining.
Civil service system; veterans preference.
Benefits to officers, employees, agents.
Law enforcement agency policies on use of force and citizen complaint
procedures.
Police, pay when acting outside county or municipality.
Receipts for fees.
Weed commissioner.
Defined benefit pension plans.
SUBCHAPTER VI
FINANCE; REVENUES
Appropriations.
Local levy limits.
Investments.
Local government audits and reports.
Withdrawal or disbursement from local treasury.
Separate accounts for municipal fire, emergency medical services practi-
tioner, and emergency medical responder volunteer funds.
Financial procedure; alternative system of approving claims.
Political subdivisions prohibited from levying tax on incomes.
Assessment on racing prohibited.
Room tax; forfeitures.
Impact fees.
Public improvement bonds: issuance.
Revenue obligations.
Refunding village, town, sanitary, and inland lake district bonds.
Joint issuance of mass transit bonding.
Special assessments or charges for contaminated well or wastewater sys-
tem loans.
Special charges for current services and certain loan repayments.
Fees imposed by a political subdivision.
SUBCHAPTER VII
SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS
Special assessments by local ordinance.
Special assessments, generally.
Property of public and private entities subject to special assessments.
Assessment or special charge against property in adjacent city, village or
town.
Preliminary payment of improvements funded by special assessments.
Discount on cash payments for public improvements.
Contractor’s certificates; general obligation—local improvement bonds;
special assessment B bonds.
Deferral of special assessments; payment of special assessments in install-
ments.
Lien of special assessment.
Disposition of special assessment proceeds where improvement paid for
out of general fund or municipal obligations.
Special assessments on certain farmland or camps for construction of sew-
erage or water system.
Utilities, special assessments.
Assessment of condemnation benefits.
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MUNICIPAL LAW

66.0727
66.0729
66.0731

Special assessments against railroad for street improvement.
Improvement of streets by abutting railroad company.
Reassessment of invalid condemnation and public improvement assess-
ments.

Repayment of assessments in certain cases.

SUBCHAPTER VIII

PUBLIC UTILITIES
Definitions; effect on other authority.
Acquisition of public utility or bus transportation system.
Management of municipal public utility by commission.
Joint operation of public utility or public transportation system.
Municipal public utility charges.
Municipal public utility revenues.
Provision of utility service outside of municipality by municipal public

utility.

Public utility franchises and service contracts.
Sale or lease of municipal public utility plant.
Combining water and sewer utilities.
Sewerage and storm water systems.
Joint local water authorities.
Municipal electric companies.
Utility districts.
Parking systems.
Interference with public service structure.

SUBCHAPTER IX

PUBLIC WORKS AND PROJECTS
Public works, contracts, bids.
Prevailing wage.
Pedestrian malls.
Sidewalks.
Curb ramping.
Laterals and service pipes.
City and county projects, individual or joint; revenue bonding.
Viaducts in cities, villages and towns.
Art museums.
Civic centers.
Joint civic buildings.
County—city auditoriums.
County—city safety building.
County—city hospitals; village and town powers.
SUBCHAPTER X
PLANNING, HOUSING AND TRANSPORTATION

66.1001 Comprehensive planning.
66.10015 Limitation on development regulation authority and down zoning.
66.1002 Development moratoria.
66.1003 Discontinuance of a public way.
66.1005 Reversion of title.
66.1006 Department of natural resources approval of discontinuance.
66.1007 Architectural conservancy districts.
66.1009 Agreement to establish an airport affected area.
66.1010 Moratorium on evictions.
66.1011 Local equal opportunities.
66.1013  Urban homestead programs.
66.1014 Limits on residential dwelling rental prohibited.
66.1015 Municipal rent control prohibited.
66.1017 Family child care homes.
66.1019 Housing codes to conform to state law.

66.0733

66.0801
66.0803
66.0805
66.0807
66.0809
66.0811
66.0813

66.0815
66.0817
66.0819
66.0821
66.0823
66.0825
66.0827
66.0829
66.0831

66.0901
66.0903
66.0905
66.0907
66.0909
66.0911
66.0913
66.0915
66.0917
66.0919
66.0921
66.0923
66.0925
66.0927

Updated 15-16 Wis. Stats. 2

66.1021
66.1023
66.1024
66.1025
66.1027
66.1031
66.1033
66.1035
66.1036
66.1037

City, village and town transit commissions.
Transit employees; Wisconsin retirement system.
Effect of reservation or exception in conveyance.
Relief from conditions of gifts and dedications.
Traditional neighborhood developments and conservation subdivisions.
Widening of highways; establishment of excess widths.
Curative provisions.
Rights of abutting owners.
Building permit for a shoreland structure.
Beautification and protection.
SUBCHAPTER XI
DEVELOPMENT
Promotion of industry; industrial sites.
Land development; notification; records requests.
Industrial development revenue bonding.
Tax increment law.
Environmental remediation tax incremental financing.
Reinvestment neighborhoods.
Business improvement districts.
Neighborhood improvement districts.
Historic properties.
Premier resort areas.
SUBCHAPTER XII
HOUSING AUTHORITIES
Housing authorities.
Housing authorities; operation not for profit.
Housing authorities; rentals and tenant selection.
Penalties; evidence.
Housing authorities; cooperation in housing projects.
Housing authorities; contracts with city; assistance to counties and munici-
palities.
Housing authorities for elderly persons.
SUBCHAPTER XIII
URBAN REDEVELOPMENT AND RENEWAL
Urban redevelopment.
Urban redevelopment; plans, approval.
Redevelopment corporations; limitations; incubator.
Urban redevelopment; regulation of corporations.
Urban redevelopment; transfer of land.
Urban redevelopment; acquisition of land.
Urban redevelopment; condemnation for.
Urban redevelopment; continued use of land by prior owner.
Urban redevelopment; borrowing; mortgages.
Urban redevelopment; sale or lease of land.
Urban redevelopment; city lease to, terms.
Urban redevelopment; aids and appropriations.
Urban redevelopment; city improvements.
Urban redevelopment; construction of statute; conflict of laws; supple-
mental powers.
Urban redevelopment; enforcement of duties.
Blighted area law.
Blight elimination and slum clearance.
Housing and community development authorities.
Urban renewal.
Villages to have certain city powers.
Towns to have certain city powers.

66.1101
66.1102
66.1103
66.1105
66.1106
66.1107
66.1109
66.1110
66.1111
66.1113

66.1201
66.1203
66.1205
66.1207
66.1209
66.1211

66.1213

66.1301
66.1303
66.1305
66.1307
66.1309
66.1311
66.1313
66.1315
66.1317
66.1319
66.1321
66.1323
66.1325
66.1327

66.1329
66.1331
66.1333
66.1335
66.1337
66.1339
66.1341

NOTE: Chapter 66 was substantially revised by 1999 Wis. Act 150, which
contained extensive explanatory notes. See Laws of Wisconsin, 1999.

SUBCHAPTER 1

GENERAL POWERS; ADMINISTRATION

66.0101 Home rule; manner of exercise. (1) Under arti-
cle XI, section 3, of the constitution, the method of determination
of the local affairs and government of cities and villages shall be
as prescribed in this section.

(1m) In this section, “charter ordinance” means an ordinance
that enacts, amends or repeals the charter, or any part of the char-
ter, of a city or village or that makes the election under sub. (4).

(2) (a) A city or village may enact a charter ordinance. A char-
ter ordinance shall be designated as a charter ordinance, requires
a two—thirds vote of the members—elect of the legislative body of
the city or village, and is subject to referendum as provided in this
section.

(b) A charter ordinance that amends or repeals a city or village
charter shall designate specifically the portion of the charter that
is amended or repealed. A charter ordinance that makes the elec-
tion under sub. (4) shall designate specifically each enactment of

the legislature or portion of the enactment that is made inapplica-
ble to the city or village by the election.

(3) A charter ordinance shall be published as a class 1 notice,
under ch. 985, and shall be recorded by the clerk in a permanent
book kept for that purpose, with a statement of the manner of its
adoption. A certified copy of the charter ordinance shall be filed
by the clerk with the secretary of state. The secretary of state shall
keep a separate index of all charter ordinances, arranged alphabet-
ically by city and village and summarizing each ordinance, and
annually shall issue the index of charter ordinances filed during
the 12 months prior to July 1.

(4) A city or village may elect under this section that any law
relating to the local affairs and government of the city or village
other than those enactments of the legislature of statewide concern
as shall with uniformity affect every city or every village shall not
apply to the city or village, and when the election takes effect, the
law ceases to be in effect in the city or village.

(5) A charter ordinance does not take effect until 60 days after
its passage and publication. If within the 60—day period a petition
conforming to the requirements of s. 8.40 and signed by a number
of electors of the city or village equal to not less than 7 percent of
the votes cast in the city or village for governor at the last general
election is filed in the office of the clerk of the city or village
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PLATTING LAND 236.02

CHAPTER 236
PLATTING LANDS AND RECORDING AND VACATING PLATS

SUBCHAPTER I
PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS
236.01  Purpose of chapter.
236.015 Applicability of chapter.
236.02  Definitions.
236.025 Ordinary high water marks.
236.03  Survey and plat; when required.
SUBCHAPTER II
APPROVAL OF PLAT
236.10  Approvals necessary.
236.11  Submission of plats for approval.
236.12  Procedure for approval of plats.
236.13  Basis for approval.
SUBCHAPTER III
LAYOUT REQUIREMENTS
236.15  Surveying requirements.
236.16  Layout requirements.
236.18  Wisconsin coordinate system.
SUBCHAPTER 1V
FINAL PLAT AND DATA
236.20  Final plat.
236.21  Certificates to accompany plat.
SUBCHAPTER V
RECORDING OF PLATS
236.25 Recording a plat.
236.26  Notification to approving authorities.
236.27  Filing of copy of plat.
236.28  Description of lots in recorded plat.
236.29  Dedications.

236.292 Certain restrictions void.
236.293 Restrictions for public benefit.

236.295 Correction instruments.

SUBCHAPTER VI
PENALTIES AND REMEDIES
236.30  Forfeiture for improper recording.
236.31  Penalties and remedies for transfer of lots without recorded plat.
236.32  Penalty for disturbing or not placing monuments.
236.33  Division of land into small parcels in cities of the first class prohibited;
penalty.
236.335 Prohibited subdividing; forfeit.
236.34  Recording of certified survey map; use in changing boundaries; use in con-
veyancing.
SUBCHAPTER VII
SUPPLEMENTAL PROVISIONS
236.35  Sale of lands abutting on private way outside corporate limits of municipal-
ity.
SUBCHAPTER VIII
VACATING AND ALTERING PLATS
236.36  Replats.
236.40  Who may apply for vacation of plat.
236.41  How notice given.
236.42  Hearing and order.
236.43  Vacation or alteration of areas dedicated to the public.
236.44  Recording order.
236.445 Discontinuance of streets by county board.
SUBCHAPTER IX
SUBDIVISION REGULATION AND REGIONAL PLANS
236.45 Local subdivision regulation.
236.46  County plans.
SUBCHAPTER X
GENERAL PROVISIONS
236.50  Date chapter applies; curative provisions as to plats before that date.

SUBCHAPTER I
PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS

236.01 Purpose of chapter. The purpose of this chapter is
to regulate the subdivision of land to promote public health, safety
and general welfare; to further the orderly layout and use of land;
to prevent the overcrowding of land; to lessen congestion in the
streets and highways; to provide for adequate light and air; to
facilitate adequate provision for water, sewerage and other public
requirements; to provide for proper ingress and egress; and to pro-
mote proper monumenting of land subdivided and conveyancing
by accurate legal description. The approvals to be obtained by the
subdivider as required in this chapter shall be based on require-
ments designed to accomplish the aforesaid purposes.

Chapter 236 authorizes a municipality to reject a preliminary plat under its extra-
territorial jurisdictional authority based upon a subdivision ordinance that considers
gle\{])l;(l;%[l)roposed use. Wood v. City of Madison, 2003 WI 24, 260 Wis. 2d 71, 659

236.015 Applicability of chapter. This chapter does not
apply to transportation project plats that conform to s. 84.095.
History: 1997 a. 282.

236.02 Definitions. In this chapter, unless the context or sub-
ject matter clearly requires otherwise:

(1) “Alley” means a public or private right—of—way shown on
a plat, which provides secondary access to a lot, block or parcel
of land.

(2) “Copy” means a true and accurate copy of all sheets of the
original subdivision plat. Such copy shall be on durable white
matte finished paper with legible dark lines and lettering.

(2m) “Correction instrument” means an instrument drafted
by a professional land surveyor that complies with the require-
ments of s. 236.295 and that, upon recording, corrects a subdivi-
sion plat or a certified survey map.

(3) “County planning agency” means a rural county planning
agency authorized by s. 27.019, a county park commission autho-
rized by s. 27.02 except that in a county with a county executive
or county administrator, the county park manager appointed under
s.27.03 (2), a county zoning agency authorized by s. 59.69 or any
agency created by the county board and authorized by statute to
plan land use.

(4) “Department” means the department of administration.

(5) “Extraterritorial plat approval jurisdiction” means the
unincorporated area within 3 miles of the corporate limits of a
first, second or third class city, or 1 1/2 miles of a fourth class city
or a village.

(6) “Municipality” means an incorporated city or village.

(7) An “outlot” is a parcel of land, other than a lot or block, so
designated on the plat.

(8) “Plat” is a map of a subdivision.

(9) “Preliminary plat” is a map showing the salient features of
a proposed subdivision submitted to an approving authority for
purposes of preliminary consideration.

(9b) “Professional land surveyor” means a professional land
surveyor licensed under ch. 443.

(9¢) “Record” means, with respect to a final plat or a certified
survey map, to record and file the document with the register of
deeds.

(9m) “Recorded private claim” means a claim of title to land
based on a conveyance from a foreign government made before
the land was acquired by the United States.

(11) “Replat” is the process of changing, or the map or plat
which changes, the boundaries of a recorded subdivision plat or
part thereof. The legal dividing of a large block, lot or outlot
within a recorded subdivision plat without changing exterior
boundaries of said block, lot or outlot is not a replat.
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LEGAL NOTICES 985.03

CHAPTER 985
PUBLICATION OF LEGAL NOTICES; PUBLIC NEWSPAPERS; FEES

985.01  Definitions. 985.08  Fees for publishing.

985.02  Method of notification. 985.09  Computation of time, Sundays, legal holidays.

985.03  Qualifications of newspapers. 985.10  Publication on Sunday.

985.04  Official state newspaper. 985.11  Fees and work on Sunday.

985.05  Official municipal newspapers. 985.12  Proof of publication.

985.06  Official city newspaper. 985.13  Change of name or discontinuance of paper.

985.065 Publication and printing; counties with population of 250,000 or more. 985.14  Refusal to publish.

985.07  Classes and frequency of legal notices. 985.15  Forfeiture for refusal to publish.

985.01 Definitions. As used in this chapter, unless the con-  designated municipality or area and no newspaper is published

text requires otherwise:
(19) “Governing body” has the meaning given in s. 345.05 (1)
(b) and includes a long—term care district board under s. 46.2895.
(1m) “Insertion,” when used to indicate the publication of a
legal notice more than one time, means once each week for con-
secutive weeks, the last of which shall be at least one week before
the act or event, unless otherwise specified by law.

(2) “Legal notice” means every notice required by law or by
order of a court to be published in a newspaper or other publica-
tion, except notices required by private and local laws to be pub-
lished in newspapers, and includes all of the following:

(a) Every publication of laws, ordinances, resolutions, finan-
cial statements, budgets and proceedings intended to give notice
in an area.

(b) Every notice and certificate of election, facsimile ballot,
referenda, notice of public hearing before a governmental body,
and notice of meetings of private and public bodies required by
law.

(c) Every summons, order, citation, notice of sale or other
notice that is intended to inform a person that the person may or
shall do an act or exercise a right within a designated period or
upon or by a designated date.

(3) “Municipality” has the meaning in s. 345.05 (1) (c) and
includes a long—term care district under s. 46.2895.

(4) “Proceedings,” when published in newspapers, mean the
substance of every official action taken by a local governing body
at any meeting, regular or special.

(5) A newspaper is “published” at the place from which its
mailing permit is issued, except that if the place where the news-
paper has its major concentration of circulation has no primary
post office, then at the place it shall designate as its place of publi-
cation in the affidavit required by s. 985.03 (2), but no newspaper
shall have more than one place of publication during the same
period of time.

(6) “Substance” is an intelligible abstract or synopsis of the
essential elements of the official action taken by a local governing
body, including the subject matter of a motion, the persons making
and seconding the motion and the roll call vote on the motion,
except that ordinances and resolutions published as required by
law need not be republished in proceedings, but a reference to
their subject matter shall be sufficient.

(7) “Wisconsin newspapers legal notices Internet site” means
an Internet site maintained by Wisconsin newspapers for the pur-
pose of providing and maintaining an electronic version of printed
and published legal notices.

History: 1981 c. 372; 1983 a. 189 ss. 327, 328, 329 (31); 1993 a. 486; 1999 a. 9,
85;2007 a. 20; 2009 a. 276; 2011 a. 228; 2015 a. 79, 196.

985.02 Method of notification. (1) Except as otherwise
provided by law, a legal notice shall be published in a newspaper
likely to give notice in the area or to the person affected. When-
ever the law requires publication in a newspaper published in a

therein publication shall be made in a newspaper likely to give
notice.

(2) If the governing body of a municipality elects to post under
s. 985.05 (1) it shall post in the following manner:

(a) The notice must be posted in at least 3 public places likely
to give notice to persons affected or must be posted in at least one
public place likely to give notice to persons affected and placed
electronically on an Internet site maintained by the municipality.

(b) The notice posted before the act or event requiring notice
shall be posted and, if applicable, placed electronically, no later
than the time specified for the first newspaper publication.

(c) The notice posted after the act or event requiring notice
shall be posted and, if applicable, placed electronically, within one
week after the act or event. Actions of governing bodies posted
after the act or event shall be effective upon posting.

(d) The affidavit of the officer or person posting the legal
notice containing the time, place and manner of the posting is pre-
sumptive evidence of the facts stated therein.

(3) The newspaper that publishes a legal notice shall, in addi-
tion to newspaper publication, place an electronic copy of the
legal notice at no additional charge on the Wisconsin newspapers
legal notices Internet site.

History: 2007 a. 20; 2011 a. 228; 2015 a. 79.

A county with a population of less that 250,000 is not required to designate an offi-
cial newspaper. A county is not required to seek bids for the publication of legal
notices. Even if a county does not competitively bid the publication of its own pro-
ceedings as provided in sub. (3), it may print its own proceedings or post them on its
web site. A county may not, in lieu of publication in a printed newspaper or posting
on a physical bulletin board, post its legal notices on its official web site. OAG 2-08.

985.03 AQualifications of newspapers. (1) (a) No pub-
lisher of any newspaper in this state shall be awarded or be entitled
to any compensation or fee for the publishing of any legal notice
unless, for at least 2 of the 5 years immediately before the date of
the notice publication, the newspaper has been published regu-
larly and continuously in the city, village or town where pub-
lished, and has had a bona fide paid circulation:

1. That has constituted 50 percent or more of its circulation;
and,

2. That has had actual subscribers at each publication of not
less than 1,000 copies in 1st and 2nd class cities, or 300 copies if
in 3rd and 4th class cities, villages or towns.

(b) Suspension of publication resulting from the mobilization
of troops being called to active duty with the armed forces, strike,
lockout or damage, or destruction due to war, fire or act of God,
shall not count as an interval in publication.

(bm) A period of disqualification not to exceed 2 years due
only to the place of publication shall not count as an interval in
publication.

(c) A newspaper, under this chapter, is a publication that is
published at regular intervals and at least once a week, containing
reports of happenings of recent occurrence of a varied character,
such as political, social, moral and religious subjects, designed to
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