[image: image1.jpg]




 




MEMO
TO:  Portage County Foster Families

FROM:  Danita Docka, Foster Care Coordinator

DATE:  May 20, 2019
RE:  Summer Fun Reminders

Happy End of School and Beginning of Summer Fun!!

It’s that time of year to remind you about a few summer safety issues for all families, especially foster families…….

1. Foster children are not to use any item considered “Dangerous Machinery or Equipment” unless they are age 14 or older and have written permission of their parents/legal guardians, the agency, the foster parents, and themselves.  This includes lawn mowers, trimmers, motor bikes, 4-wheelers, firearms, etc.

Any youth or child who has been approved to use a 4-wheeler or motor bike must pass a safety course first and always wear helmets.  Do not let children younger than 14 ride along on a lawn mower, ATV, motorcycle, etc.  Use of firearms can only occur after a youth has completed Hunter’s Safety and is over the age of 14.
2. Children riding bikes, skateboards, or using roller blades must always wear a helmet.

3. Being outside in the sun can cause serious burns….especially to very young children and those taking medication.  Please always use SPF 30 or higher sun block for foster children.

4. Mosquito and “bug” season is here.  Use insect repellant due to the high concentration of Lyme’s Disease infected ticks in our part of the state and the ongoing concerns about West Nile Virus and also the Zika Virus.

5. Remember, children using a yard trampoline no longer need a written permission slip; however, The Agency requests that adult supervision be present at all times when a foster child is playing on the trampolines.  

6. Finally, Pool Safety…..if you have a backyard pool, be sure to lock all gates at all times that the pool is not in use.  No foster child should be in a swimming pool without the direct supervision of one of the foster parents. If you have a pool that does not have a locked gate or fence, please discuss with me safety mechanisms or rules that must be put into place.  The same supervisory responsibilities apply to all pools, rivers or lakes as you travel or visit this summer.

There are probably many other safety rules that don’t immediately come to mind, but they certainly should be followed.  Regardless, while you are enjoying the beautiful summer weather and events, please take extra precautions with your own children as well as the foster children that are in your case so that all can have a safe, fun summer!
Remember, Reasonable and Prudent Parenting rules apply this summer season as all foster parents have been trained!

ENJOY YOUR SUMMER!!
RAYMOND F. PRZYBELSKI, DIRECTOR
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