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October 4, 2019 
 
 
To All Dog Owners in Portage County, 
 
State law and Portage County ordinances require all dogs to be licensed, and that rabies 
vaccinations be current. The owner of any dog more than 5 months of age on January 1st, or 5 
months of age within the license year, must annually, or on or before the date the dog becomes 
5 months of age, obtain a license for that dog. A dog license is valid from January 1st to 
December 31st of each year. 
 
Dog licenses can be easily obtained from your municipal treasurer and are reasonably priced. 
There is also an option to obtain a multiple dog license for owners of kennels or for those with 
many dogs. 
 
There is a mandatory late fee if you fail to obtain a license by April 1st, or after 30 days of 
ownership of a new eligible dog. Licenses can also be obtained from the Humane Society of 
Portage County – and they are open on Saturdays if you can’t get to your municipal clerk during 
normal business hours. 
 
The Sheriff’s Office takes dog licensing seriously because of the potential impact on public 
health and safety. We have teamed up with the Humane Society to enforce licensing and 
vaccination laws. A citation to the owner of an unlicensed dog can cost between $169.00 and 
$263.50. 
 
More information regarding the County’s Animal Control Program can be found at the County’s 
website, www.co.portage.wi.us. Details on licensing, rabies control, and more can be located 
there. 
 
Please do your part to safeguard our community by vaccinating and licensing your dogs. Thank 
you for your attention and cooperation. 

 

 
 
Mike Lukas 
Portage County Sheriff 
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HSPC Mission statement: 
Our mission is to prevent cruelty, abuse, neglect and  

overpopulation of companion animals 
while seeking adoption of these animals into compatible homes, 

and teaching humane awareness and respect for all life, 
thus helping to build a better community.  



ANIMAL 
CONTROL 

Protect-Prevent-Provide 



Protect 
Prevent  
Provide 

Citizens, property 
Abuse, neglect, 
Education, assistance, 
enforcement 



HUMANE OFFICERS 

EMILY 
Humane 
Officer 

KAILEY 
Humane  
Officer 

MARCO 
Animal Control 

Manager 

Chris 
Humane 
Officer 



Animal Control Function 
 

PROGRAMMING 
AND ENFORCEMENT 



Powers and Duties of Humane Officers 
Wisconsin Statutes Chapter 173.07  

 (1) Enforcement 
 (2) Investigation 
 (3) Seek Subpoenas  
 (4) Issue Citations 
 (5) Request Prosecutions of state law 

violations 
 



RESTRICTIONS  What Humane 
officers can not do.  
Execute a search warrant 
Carry firearms 
Stop or arrest persons 
Enter any place or vehicle by force or 

without consent of the owner unless it is 
necessary to save an animal from 
imminent death, or person from imminent 
death or injury. 



Humane Officer Training Certification  
 

COURSE CONTENT 
 

Role of the animal investigator Body conditioning and scoring 
Rules of evidence         Pet Shop Investigation 
Rules of search and seizure  Photography and sketching 
Civil liability    Crime scene procedure & 
Wisconsin law    evidence collection 
Facility standards    Interview and interrogation 
Evaluation of cruelty    Report writing 
Nutrition     Courtroom testimony 
     Crisis intervention/officer safety  



Enforcement 

  Complaints and compliance 
 

 Dog Bites 
 Nuisance 
 Running at large 
 Neglect or Abuse 
 Other state law or local ordinance 

 



819 animals came into the 
shelter as strays, 
impounded or 
quarantined  
 
 
Resulted in 3,380 days in 
shelter 
 



Inspections and Investigations 



• Take Place Annually 

• Establishment Located in Portage County  

• Requiring a Portage County 
Commercial Animal Establishment 
permit 

Animal Establishment Inspections 



We Do What We Do… 
  

For the Pets and the 
People 

  



BEFORE 

AFTER 



IN-HOUSE TRAINING 

Positive Communication 



ADOPTION 
Adoption Guarantee  
 
97.2% live release rate 
 
Adoption, reclaim,  
transfer to other facilities 



MEDICAL SERVICES 
 

EXAMINE ANIMALS 
VACCINATIONS 
MEDICATIONS 

RECORD KEEPING 
 

SPAY / NEUTER 
DENTAL NEEDS 

BEHAVIORAL ANALYSIS 
EVALUATE ANIMAL HEALTH 

PROVIDE MEDICAL DIAGNOSIS 
AUTHORIZE MEDICATIONS 

 
 



MEDICAL AREA  



COMMUNITY 
EDUCATION 

School Presentations Shelter Presentations 

Group Presentations 
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http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNST6-zD0cgCFVODDQodHkEJ0A&url=http://terrywhitehead.ca/events/449-stone-church-rd-west-development-community-meeting/&psig=AFQjCNEt5pmLXtRpEyg73a_Ut8mdCOT7hw&ust=1445446996100747


Community Collaborations 

4-H Clubs 
Boys and Girls Club 

Girl Scouts 
Boy Scouts 

CAP Services 
Adult Day Care Centers 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 



COUNTY 
MUNICIPALITIES 

 
THANK YOU FOR 

YOUR COMMUNITY 
SERVICE 



Public Safety and Animal Welfare 
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Number of U.S. Households Owning Certain Pets 

Source: American Pet Product Association’s American Pet Owner Survey 2017-2018 
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Number of Pets in the U.S. by Type of Pet 

Source: American Pet Product Association’s American Pet Owner Survey 2017-2018 
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Inflation-Adjusted Pet Expenditures Over Time 
(assuming average inflation rate of 3.22%) 

Source: American Pet Product Association’s American Pet Owner Survey 2017-2018 
 



 The primary focus of 
Animal Control is 
public safety 

 Following closely are 
animal welfare, 
responsible pet 
ownership, and 
nuisance mitigation 

 Serve the community 
efficiently, effectively, 
and impartially  

 Assist law enforcement  

 



 Animals at large 
 Dogs 
 Livestock 
 Cats 
 Any domestic animal 

has the potential to 
pose a public safety 
hazard 

 Animals are 
inherently 
unpredictable 
 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.billingsanimalfamilyhospital.com/pet-escape-reining-escape-artist/&psig=AOvVaw07nqKKwkgrXhEsyaZeuJyq&ust=1570716914808000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKjW5tCuj-UCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAV


 Bites  
 Prevention through 

education 
 Limitations  

 Quarantine of animal 
per WIS 95.21 

 Property damage  
 Abatement process 
 Withholding of animal 

if warranted 
 Disease control 

 Vaccinations and 
licensing  

 Rabies  

 



 Running at large  
 Barking dogs 
 Feces  
 Property damage 

 



 WIS 951 
 Guiding legislation for 

animal abuse and 
neglect laws in 
Wisconsin 

 Animals are property in 
Wisconsin and most 
states 

 Prosecution requires 
intentional or 
criminally negligent 
actions resulting in 
serious or permanent 
injury 

 Investigations 
 Collect factual evidence 
 Interview witnesses 

and pet owners 
 Review evidence 
 Educate both parties 
 Orders of abatement 

and/or citations 
 Criminal cases are 

investigated in 
conjunction with the 
Sheriff’s Office 
 



 Priority system for 
response 

 Scheduling and shifts 
 Reports and open 

records  
 Filing a complaint 

 Pass along to your 
constituents  

 

 



 Educational techniques 
and voluntary 
compliance is the first 
choice 

 Officer conduct and 
decision is dictated by 
policy 
 Legislation, contract, 

HSPC policy 
 Historical cases 
 Industry best practices 
 Continuous evaluation 

and feedback 
 

 

 
Immediate Public 

Safety/Officer 
Safety 

Obligation to the law, 
contractual agreement, 

or organizational policy 

Customer 
Service/Outreach 
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Frequency of Animal Control Activity by Month 
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