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INCIDENT 
BRIEFING 

1. Incident Name 

Portage County  
COVID-19 2020  

2. Date Prepared 

03/27/2020 

3. Time Prepared 

 16:00 

Current Cases of COVID-19 

 

 

    Portage County: Total individuals investigated to date: 103 (includes 10 individuals who did 
not meet testing criteria at time of medical evaluation); 22 pending tests.  

Data from: CDC · WHO · ECDC for 3/26/2020  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

          

Cases Confirmed Negative Fatal Recovered 

Portage 1 70 
(+4) 

0 - 

Wisconsin 842 
(+135) 

13,140 
(+1,557) 

13 
(+5) 

- 

United 
States 

100,037 

 (+19,183)  
 

- 1,536 
 

(+373) 

2,465 
 

(+601) 

Global 585,000 
(+75,573) 

- 26,827 
(+3,823) 

131,428 
(+9,202) 
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5. Prepared by (Name and Position) 

Gary Garske – Incident Commander 

 

  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/novel-coronavirus-china
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/novel-coronavirus-china
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6. Summary of Current Actions 

March 27, 2020 16:00 

Public Health DOC/ICS operation day 9.  Team meeting 08:45. 1 Positive Case.  

Testing of individuals continues based on 4-tiered testing criteria established by DHS on 
03/19/2020. Priority set for testing of individuals in tier I and tier II. 

The DHS outbreaks website will no longer include updates on community spread. It is 
preferred to say that COVID-19 is spreading throughout Wisconsin.  

Additional states in the United States identified as sustaining community transmission. 

PCHHS-DPH Operations team activities: 

• Timely entry of PIF/PUI forms 

• Monitoring symptoms of Portage County residents at medium to high risk and 
tested for COVID-19 

• Providing guidance to the community 

• Monitor for test results reported in WEDSS. 

• PH intake calls lower at volume. 

Portage County PIO call. 

DHS released COVID-19 Health Alert #3 

DQA: Notifications and Updates CLIA Laboratory Guidance during COVID-19 Public 
Health Emergency 

DHS: Media Briefing to Update Status of Wisconsin’s COVID-19 Response at 13.30 

DHS COVID-19 Daily Update for Local and Tribal Health Departments- 3/27/2020 

DHS Health Officer Forum call at 14:00. 

• DHS seeking out PPE resources 

• Milwaukee and Dane counties issuing public safety alerts (Amber Alert) 

• Additional DHS Guidance coming for coroners/medical examiners. 

DHS Received contract for isolation facility in Portage County. Waiting on contract 
clarification regarding facility rental/use agreement and hold harmless policy.  

Cease and desist procedure with algorithm complete for non-compliance follow-up by 
EH and local law enforcement.  

Social media site and web page updates, “Keep calm and flatten the curve.” 

Safety message: All staff must maintain social distancing - 6 feet of space between and 
less than 10 people in a confined space.   To minimize contact and maintain social 
distancing, use Skype and telephone as much as possible.    
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