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INCIDENT 
BRIEFING 

1. Incident Name 

Portage County  
COVID-19 2020  

2. Date Prepared 

03/29/2020 

3. Time Prepared 

 15:30 

Current Cases of COVID-19 

 

 

    Portage County: Total individuals investigated to date: 112 (includes 10 individuals who did 
not meet testing criteria at time of medical evaluation); 14 pending tests.  

Data from: CDC · WHO · ECDC for 3/29/2020  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

          

Cases Confirmed Negative Fatal Recovered 

Portage 1 79 
(+9) 

0 - 

Wisconsin 1112 
(+270) 

16,550 
(+3,410) 

13 
(+0) 

- 

United 
States 

135,502 

 (+35,465)  
 

- 2,384 
 

(+848) 

4,378 
 

(+1,913) 

Global 710,290 
(+125,290) 

- 33,550 
(+6,723) 

150,734 
(+19,306) 
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5. Prepared by (Name and Position) 

Gary Garske – Incident Commander 

 

  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/novel-coronavirus-china
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/novel-coronavirus-china
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6. Summary of Current Actions 

March 29, 2020 16:00 

Public Health DOC/ICS operation day 10. 1 Positive Case.  

Testing of individuals continues based on 4-tiered testing criteria established by DHS on 
03/19/2020. Priority set for testing of individuals in tier I and tier II. 

The DHS outbreaks website will no longer include updates on community spread. It is 
preferred to say that COVID-19 is spreading throughout Wisconsin.  

Additional states in the United States identified as sustaining community transmission. 

PCHHS-DPH Operations team activities: 

• Timely entry of PIF/PUI forms 

• Monitoring symptoms of Portage County residents at medium to high risk and 
tested for COVID-19 

• Providing guidance to the community 

• Monitor for test results reported in WEDSS. 

• PH intake calls lower at volume. 

DHS Health Officer Forums resources call at 14:00 on 3/28/2020 & 3/29/2020. 

• DHS recognizing PPE resourcing challenges.  

• DHS is recognizing challenges in securing testing media – may limit expanding 
tests to LTC and coroners. 

• DHS working guidance for isolation and quarantine facilities for LHDs. 

• DHS including some epi information for COVID-19 on website dashboard.  

• WEMs/HERCs have concerns related to medical surge 

DHS Received contract for isolation facility in Portage County. Waiting on contract 
clarification regarding facility rental/use agreement and hold harmless policy.  

Safety message: All staff must maintain social distancing - 6 feet of space between and 
less than 10 people in a confined space.   To minimize contact and maintain social 
distancing, use Skype and telephone as much as possible.    
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