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INCIDENT 
BRIEFING 

1. Incident Name 

Portage County  
COVID-19 2020  

2. Date Prepared 

03/31/2020 

3. Time Prepared 

 17:00 

Current Cases of COVID-19 

 

 

    Portage County: Total individuals investigated to date: 124 (includes 12 individuals who did 
not meet testing criteria at time of medical evaluation); 17 pending tests.  

Data from: CDC · WHO · ECDC for 3/31/2020  

 

 

*The number of people with negative test now reflects Wisconsin residents only and excludes duplicate 
lab results 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

          

Cases Confirmed Negative Fatal Recovered 

Portage 1 94 
(+5) 

0 - 

Wisconsin 1,351 
(+130) 

17,375* 
(+1519) 

16 
(+2) 

- 

United 
States 

182,203 

 (+26,498)  
 

- 3,564 
 

(+754) 

5,995 
 

(+1,082) 

Global 823,479 
(+57,143) 

- 40,636 
(+3,763) 

169,937 
(+2,936) 
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5. Prepared by (Name and Position) 

Gary Garske – PH Branch Manager/PH IC 

 

  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/novel-coronavirus-china
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/novel-coronavirus-china
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6. Summary of Current Actions 

March 31, 2020 17:00 

Public Health DOC/ICS operation day 12.  1 Positive Case.  

Testing of individuals continues based on 4-tiered testing criteria established by DHS on 
03/19/2020. Priority set for testing of individuals in tier I and tier II. 

Additional states in the United States identified as sustaining community transmission. 

PCHHS-DPH Operations team activities: 

• Logistics developed and sent out an assessment for home technology among 
staff 

• PNCC can bill for virtual meetings with clients by Skype or phone 

• Providing guidance to the community through intake calls 

• Monitor for results 

• Follow up cases and contacts 

PH DOC Briefing w/ Portage County EM at 08:45 

Portage County Portage County EMS Pandemic Surge Discussion call at 10:00 

Community call organized by SPAPSD at 10:00  

DHS COVID-19 Daily Update for Local and Tribal Health Departments 

DHS guidance for establishing isolation facilities. 

DHS Health Officer Forum call at 14:00. 

• Discussion of isolation facility guidance  

• Discussion of DATCP conversation regarding campgrounds being open to the 
public under emergency order  #12 

• Discussion of “drive-in” church services 

• Discussion of apex for confirmed cases in Wisconsin 

• Discussion of availability and use of distillery produced hand sanitizers 

Guidance shared for seeing clients at Ruth Gilfry Center. Shared through community 
health with middle management at HHS. 

DHS Received contract for isolation facility in Portage County. Contract pending.  

EH received many calls regarding essential and nonessential businesses.  Business 
operators are being instructed to reach out to WDEC for clarification as to the 
services their business provide for a ruling or additional clarification.  

Safety message: All staff must maintain social distancing - 6 feet of space between and 
less than 10 people in a confined space.   To minimize contact and maintain social 
distancing, use Skype and telephone as much as possible.  
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