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News Release 
 

Contact: Bob Weinert 
Phone:  (715) 346-1437 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Sent: Wednesday, April 1, 2020, 4:25 PM 

Authorized: Sheriff Mike Lukas 
 

From the Emergency Management Office:  
Potential Upcoming Wisconsin River Conditions 

 
Although much of their focus has been on COVID-19, Portage County and the Sheriff’s Office Emergency 
Management Division have continued to monitor flooding and other potential hazards.   Checking in with the 
National Weather Service today provided us news indicating the Wisconsin River is expected to slowly fall 
through Friday morning. A cold front is expected to move across the region Friday afternoon and Friday night 
that will bring widespread rainfall of 0.25 inches to 0.50 inches. Using the best estimate of rainfall would 
indicate the River may rise about a foot late on April 5th (Sunday) into the morning of April 6th (Monday), 
which could bring the Wisconsin River near or slightly above flood stage again. Using the worst case rainfall 
scenario would indicate a 1 to 2 foot rise on the River level.  Additional rainfall is expected during the first half 
of next week, which could delay the fall or the magnitude the River may fall.   
 
If you would like to be alerted to severe weather, please sign up to receive Portage County Community Alerts 
by clicking this link:  
 
https://www.co.portage.wi.us/department/sheriff-s-office/operations-division/communications-
center/community-alert 

### 

MIKE LUKAS 
Sheriff 
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