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INCIDENT 
BRIEFING 

1. Incident Name 

Portage County  
COVID-19 2020  

2. Date Prepared 

05/22/2020  

3. Time Prepared 

 1700 

Current Cases of COVID-19 

NOTE: Case count as of last 24 hours unless otherwise noted. 

 

    Portage County: Total individuals investigated to date: 1522 (includes 5 probable cases, 1347 
negative tests, 5 suspect cases 66 individuals who did not meet testing criteria at time of 
medical evaluation); 90 pending tests.  

Data from: CDC · WHO · ECDC for 05/22/2020  

 

*The number of people with negative test now reflects Wisconsin residents only and excludes duplicate 
lab results 

 

**Hospitalizations of positive cases in Wisconsin at 16% with 2,259 hospitalizations. 

 

     All counties in Wisconsin have reported cases.     

Cases  Confirmed  Negative  Fatal  Recovered  

Portage          9  
(+1) 

 

 
1347 
(+122) 

 

0  5  

Wisconsin  
 

14,396 
(+511) 

 

172,703 
,(+9,465) 

 

496 
(+9) 

8,328  
(58%) 

United 
States  

 
1,626,066 
(+28,311) 

 

-  
 

 
95,906 
 (+1,277) 

 
     311,442 

(+8,075) 

Global  
 

5,168,433 
(+153,490) 

-  
 

335,936 
(+7,474) 

 
1,985,656 
(+75,955) 
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5. Prepared by (Name and Position) 

Gary Garske, MPH – PH Branch Manager/PH IC 

 

  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/novel-coronavirus-china
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6. Summary of Current Actions 

May 22, 2020 @ 1700 PM                                Public Health DOC/ICS Operation day 65 

61 total investigations today (PIFS and symptom monitoring)   

  1 new positive case of COVID-19 confirmed for Portage County as of 05/22/2020. Case 
reported on 05/19/20, confirmed by DHS as an asymptomatic positive case. 

 Weekend OPS PH Nurse coverage – L. Zurawski, A. Schlice 

 No other PH operational periods planned. No DHS HO Forum call until 05/26/2020 

  HO – G. Garske on 24/7 call during holiday weekend – DHS updates will be forwarded. 

  Federal lawsuit filed with 10 PH jurisdictions with orders in place that maintained EMO 
#28: Safer at Home in the state. 

  0730 WALHDAB Executive Committee Call – DHS Communication 

  0830 PH ICS Daily Briefing today and operations meeting. 

  0930 DHS: Updated Information Regarding Immunization and PHEP Funding released 

  1000 Portage County Friday EOC Virtual Briefing 

  1100 Portage County PIO Team Call  

  1302 DHS COVID-19 Daily Update for Local and Tribal Health Departments 

  1400 DHS HO and WEM  

• Some state Walgreen’s are now providing COVID-19 testing. 

• Discussion of community testing centers. 

• UW Systems looking at testing requirements for fall return, involving LHDs.  DHS 
will reach out to UW-Reagents. 

• Crosswalks requested from DHS for guidance that has been released. 

• Exact Sciences will be running labs during holiday weekend. Hope to reestablish 
24 hour turnaround time for results by 05/26/2020. 

  

Safety message: All staff must maintain social distancing - 6 feet of space between and 

  less than 10 people in a confined space.   To minimize contact and maintain social 

  distancing use Skype and telephone as much as possible. Cloth masks to be worn  

  when going to places of essential service. 

 

 

  Have a good Memorial Day. 
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WI Badger Bounce Back Plan Gating Criteria for 05/22/2020 (Reported by DHS) 

Indicator Metric Status 

Symptoms Downward trajectory of influenza-like illnesses (ILI) reported within a 14-
day period. 

 

Symptoms Downward trajectory of COVID-like syndromic cases reported with a 14-
day period. 

 

Cases Downward trajectory of positive tests as a percent of total tests within a 
14-day period. 

 

Hospitals 95% of hospitals affirm that they can treat all patients without crisis care. 
 

Hospitals 
95% of all hospitals affirm that they have arranged for testing for all 
symptomatic clinical staff treating patients at the hospital per CDC 
guidelines. 

 

Health  

        care 

Downward trend of COVID-19 cases among health care workers 
calculated weekly. 

 

        
       green indicator = gating criteria met (statistically significant downward trend) 

red indicator = gating criteria not met 
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Glossary of Acronyms: 
 
CDC – Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

COVID-19 (C-19) – Coronavirus Disease 

DATCP – Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection 

DHS – Wisconsin Department of Health Services 

DPI – Department of Public Instruction 

EOC – Emergency Operation Center 

EM – Emergency Management 

EMO – Emergency Order 

HO – Health Officer 

IC - Incident Commander 

ICS - Incident Command System 

LHD – local health department 

PC – Portage County 

PH – public health 

PIO – Public Information Officer 

OPS – Operations Section 

WALDAB – Wisconsin Association of Local Health Departments and Boards 

WEDC – Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation  

WEM- Wisconsin Emergency Management 

WEDSS – Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance System 
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