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INCIDENT 
BRIEFING 

1. Incident Name 

Portage County  
COVID-19 2020  

2. Date Prepared 

07/02/2020 

3. Time Prepared 

 17:00 

Current Cases of COVID-19 
 

    

 Portage County: Total individuals investigated to date: 5,783 (includes 162 positive cases,       
9 probable cases, 5,477 negative tests, and 135 suspect cases). 

Data from: CDC · WHO · ECDC for 07/02/2020  

Total hospitalizations of positive cases in Wisconsin at 12% with 3,519 (+37) hospitalizations.                  
11 total hospitalizations for Portage County, 5 current.  

• Active cases: 5,414 (18%). Active cases in Portage Co.: 65 (40%) 

• Percent of confirmed cases by race: American Indian (1%), Asian or Pacific Islander (4%), Black 
(18%), White (56%), Multiple or other races (12%), Unknown (10%) 

• Percent of confirmed cases by ethnicity: Hispanic or Latino (31%), Not Hispanic or Latino (58%), 
Unknown (11%) 

• Emergency Department visits:  
~Influenza like illness: 44 visits on 6/29, compared to previous 3-day average of 46 
~COVID-19 like illness: 140 visits on 6/29, compared to previous 3-day average of 151 

• Total hospital bed utilization: 77% 

*Starting 6/9/2020, Portage County data is reported through PHAVR 

Cases Confirmed Negative Fatal Recovered 

Portage 162 
(+15) 

 

 

5477 
(+ 72) 

 

0 97 
 (60%) 

 

Wisconsin 
 

29,738 
(+539) 

 

563,946 
(+12,339) 

 

793 
(+7) 

  

23,527 
(79%) 

United 
States 

 
2,741,841 
(+52,734) 

 

  
 

 
130,147 
 (+1,319) 

 
844,223 
(+14,869) 

Global 
 

10,694,288 
(+181,905) 

  
  

 
 

516,210 
(+3,879) 

 

 
5,480,394 
(+93,145) 
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5. Prepared by (Name and Position) 

Gary Garske, MPH, RS  PH Branch Manager/PH IC 

 

  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/novel-coronavirus-china
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6. Summary of Current Actions 

July 2, 2020 @ 17:00 PM                                Public Health DOC/ICS Operation day 106 
 

  07:15 WALHDAB Executive Committee Call: WCA briefing and university re-openings 
  08:30 PH ICS daily briefing 
  09:32  DHS News Release: DHS Urges Residents to Stay Home Ahead of July 4th Weekend 
  12:45 Masking discussion response    
  13:10 COVID-19 Daily Update for Local and Tribal Health Departments 
  Notices 
  There will be no Health Care Provider Webinar or Health Officer Open Forum on Friday, July 3  
   in observance of the Fourth of July Holiday weekend. Have a happy and safe 4th! 
  What is New: 

•    DHS Urges Residents to Stay Home Ahead of July 4th Weekend  

o Additional resources posted to the PHHS COVID-19 SharePoint Site:  

▪ Template press release for stay at home messaging 

▪ Template press release for harm reduction/safe summer activities 

▪ Talking points urging people to stay home during holiday weekend 

o Additional resources, including social media graphics and videos, will be posted on 

the DHS Facebook page soon. 

• Guidance Updates for Travel and Public Restrooms 

• CDC Releases Interim Considerations for Institutions of Higher Education Administrators 

and K-12 School Administrators for SARS-CoV-2 Testing 

• The Tribal Legal Preparedness Project by the University of Pittsburgh is an online platform 

to prepare tribal governments for public health emergencies 

• Wisconsin National Guard Sees Largest and Longest Domestic Deployment in History 

• DHS: Half of Wisconsin Counties Have High COVID-19 Activity Level 

  14:00 DHS COVID-19 Webinar: Clinical Call 
• Testing is getting backed up with the rise in active cases 
• DHS has decided not to proceed with publishing C-19 outbreaks at businesses 
• Resumes for contact tracers failed to be sent out automatically, will be sent to HOs as zip 

file for applicants within their jurisdiction. 
 17:02  COVID-19 Health Alert # 13: COVID-19 Testing Recommendations 

 

 New data dashboard link: https://coronavirus-response-portage-county-
portagecowi.hub.arcgis.com/  

  

  Safety message: Maintain social distancing of 6 feet or greater in social situations and wear a  

  face covering or face mask when in public places – where social distancing cannot be    

  maintained. 
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    WI Badger Bounce Back Plan Gating Criteria for 07/02/2020 (Reported by DHS) 

Indicator Metric Status 

Symptoms Downward trajectory of influenza-like illnesses (ILI) reported within a 14-
day period. 

 

Symptoms Downward trajectory of COVID-like syndromic cases reported with a 14-
day period. 

 

Cases Downward trajectory of positive tests as a percent of total tests within a 
14-day period. 

 

Hospitals 95% of hospitals affirm that they can treat all patients without crisis care. 
 

Hospitals 
95% of all hospitals affirm that they have arranged for testing for all 
symptomatic clinical staff treating patients at the hospital per CDC 
guidelines. 

 

Health  

        care 

Downward trend of COVID-19 cases among health care workers 
calculated weekly. 

 

        
       green indicator = gating criteria met (statistically significant downward trend) 

red indicator = gating criteria not met 
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Glossary of Acronyms: 
 
ADRC – Aging and Disability Center 

CDC – Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

COVID-19 (C-19) – Coronavirus Disease 

DATCP – Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection 

DHS – Wisconsin Department of Health Services 

DPI – Department of Public Instruction 

EOC – Emergency Operation Center 

EM – Emergency Management 

EO – Emergency Order 

HO – Health Officer 

IC - Incident Commander 

ICS - Incident Command System 

LHD – local health department 

LTC/SNF – Long Term Care/Skilled Nursing Facility 

PC – Portage County 

PH – public health 

PHAVR – Public Health Analysis, Visualization and Reporting 

PIO – Public Information Officer 

OPS – Operations Section 

SHOW – Survey on the Health of Wisconsin 

SME – Subject Matter Experts 

SPAPSD _ Stevens Point Area Public School District 

WALDAB – Wisconsin Association of Local Health Departments and Boards 

WEAVR – Wisconsin Emergency Assistance Volunteer Registry 

WEDC – Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation  

WEM- Wisconsin Emergency Management 

WEDSS – Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance System 

WING – Wisconsin National Guard Testing 
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