
 
 

PRESS RELEASE FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                                  July 6, 2020 

 

Contact: Kayla R. Filen, County Clerk  

715-346-1351 

 

IMPORTANT ELECTION INFORMATION FOR AUGUST 11, 2020 PARTISAN PRIMARY  
 
On June 29, 2020 the 7th Circuit Court of Appeals issued its ruling on the One Wisconsin 
Institute case that had been on appeal since 2016. Following the ruling the Wisconsin Elections 
Commission provided guidance to Wisconsin County and Municipal Clerks indicating that in-
person absentee voting, which had begun in many municipalities, was to cease immediately 
and could resume on July 28, 2020. The ruling shortened the time allowed by law for municipal 
clerks to conduct in-person absentee voting to the two weeks (14 days) prior to the election. 
Municipal clerks are required by law to offer in-person absentee voting, however, prior to the 
June 29, 2020 ruling, municipal clerks had discretion over when in-person absentee voting 
would be available in their jurisdiction and could start as soon as ballots were delivered by the 
County Clerk (48 days prior for federal elections).  
 
The June 29 ruling also increased the voter registration residency requirement from 10 days to 
28 days and eliminated the ability for voters, other than military and overseas voters, to receive 
their ballot by fax or email. Prior to the ruling, all voters could request their ballot delivery 
method as mail, email, or fax. 
 
On July 2 the Wisconsin Department of Justice advised that the 7th Circuit Court of Appeals 
ruling was NOT YET IN EFFECT as a mandate had not yet been issued. A mandate is expected to 
be issued on or around July 21. Therefore, in-person absentee voting may recommence now 
until the mandate is issued at the discretion of the municipal clerk. In-person absentee voting 
must be offered starting July 28, but voters should check with their municipal clerk for hours of 
availability as many jurisdictions in Portage County are by appointment only.  
 
The ruling and subsequent guidance has caused confusion for voters. Anyone with questions 
regarding the ruling and how it impacts voting can contact their local municipal clerk, the 
County Clerk, or the Wisconsin Elections Commission.  
 
Thank you. 
 
Kayla R. Filen 
Portage County Clerk         



KEY INFORMATION: 
As of Monday, July 6, 2020: 
  
Absentee voting by mail is still the recommended method and is strongly encouraged. 
Request your ballot through MyVote.wi.gov or by proving your municipal clerk with a written request. 
Photo ID is required. 
 
In-Person Absentee Voting: Until the Court issues a mandate, jurisdictions may choose to offer 
in-person absentee voting prior to the opening of the July 28, 2020 (14 day window)  

  
Voter Residency: Until the Court issues its mandate, the residency requirement for voter 
registration is 10 days. 

  
Electronic Ballot Delivery:  Until the Court issues its mandate, clerks may choose to send 
regular voters their ballots by fax or email.   

 
### 

https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/

