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INCIDENT 
BRIEFING 

1. Incident Name 

Portage County  
COVID-19 2020  

2. Date Prepared 

07/15/2020  

3. Time Prepared 

 17:30 

Current Cases of COVID-19 
 

    

 Portage County: Total individuals investigated to date: 7,205 (includes 260 positive cases,     
11 probable cases, 6,816 negative tests, and 118 suspect cases). 

Data from: CDC · WHO · ECDC for 07/15/2020  

Total hospitalizations of positive cases in Wisconsin at 10% with 3,923 (+31) hospitalizations.                  
13 total hospitalizations for Portage County, 2 current.  

• Active cases 7,927(21%). Active cases in Portage Co.: 53 (20%) 

• Percent of confirmed cases by race: American Indian (1%), Asian or Pacific Islander (3%), Black 
(16%), White (59%), Multiple or other races (10%), Unknown (10%) 

• Percent of confirmed cases by ethnicity: Hispanic or Latino (27%), Not Hispanic or Latino (61%), 
Unknown (12%) 

• Emergency Department 81 visits on 7/13, compared to previous 3-day average of 63 
~COVID-19 like illness: 224 visits on 7/13, compared to previous 3-day average of 172 

• Total hospital bed utilization: 78% 

*Starting 6/9/2020, Portage County data is reported through PHAVR 

Cases  Confirmed  Negative  Fatal  Recovered  

Portage  260  
(+2) 

 

 

6816 
(+ 90) 

 

0  207  
 (80%) 

 

Wisconsin  
 

38,727 
(+821) 

  

 

686,299 
(+13,104) 

 

827 
(+1) 

  

29,923  
(77%) 

United 
States  

 
3,483,905 
(+55,443) 

 

  
 

 
138,358 

 (+745) 

 
1,026,816 
(+26,848) 

Global  

 

13,382,020 
(+268,839) 

  
  

 

 

580,038 
(+6,750) 

 

 

7,445,299 
(+177,277) 
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5. Prepared by (Name and Position) 

Gary Garske, MPH, RS PH Branch Manager/PH IC 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/novel-coronavirus-china
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6. Summary of Current Actions 

July 15, 2020 @ 17:30 PM                                Public Health DOC/ICS Operation day 118 
 

  07:15 WALHDAB Executive Committee – Discussion of WCA Legal Summary 

  09:00 Portage County Community Health Response Call #15 

  12:00 WALHDAB Northern Region Call – School testing, isolation, and quarantine 

  13:21 COVID-19 Daily Update for Local and Tribal Health Departments 

 What is New 

• Upload initial community testing plans to Testing Strategy Planning on PCA portal 

• DHS: COVID-19 Case Increase Due to 'Significant Community Spread,' Not More Testing 

• New Videos from State Leaders   

o Governor Evers: Answer the Call 

o Secretary Designee Palm: statement during media briefing on Tuesday 

o Dr. Westergaard: broad range of illnesses statement during media briefing on Tuesday 

o UW Director of Athletics Alvarez: "Badgers Defend" 

• CDC Calls on Americans to Wear Masks to Prevent COVID-19 Spread 

• New Resources from the La Crosse County Health Department Posted on PHHS COVID-19 

SharePoint under Partner Resources  

o Line List for Long-Term Care and Assisted Living Facilities (xls) 

o Recommendations for Long-Term Care and Skilled Nursing Facility Response to COVID-

19 Cases (PDF) 

o As a reminder, the WALHDAB website has a repository of resources that have been 
shared by local health departments. 

    

   14:00 DHS BCD COVID-19 Webinar 

• Pilot of COVID-19 Hotline in the Milwaukee area – can be used to get (WING) test results, 
letters for employers, test result meaning resources and other resources. Automated. 
Plans to push it out statewide. 

• Discussion of how to use PHAVR to create daily line list of cases (updated daily at 08:30). 

• Lessons in WEDDS.  How to use patient look up and case definition.   

• How not to duplicate a patient case in WEDSS.          

 Data dashboard link: https://coronavirus-response-portage-county-portagecowi.hub.arcgis.com/  

 Tips to cope and enhance your resilience: 

• Communicate with your coworkers, supervisors, and employees about job stress 
~ Talk openly about how the pandemic is affecting your work. 
~ Identify factors that cause stress and work together to identify solutions. 
~ Ask about how to access mental health resources in your workplace. 

• Remind yourself that everyone is in an unusual situation with limited resources. 

• Identify and accept those things which you do not have control over. 

• Recognize that you are performing a crucial role in fighting this pandemic and that you are 
doing the best you can with the resources available. 
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTUuMjQ0MzM3MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3NoYXJlLmhlYWx0aC53aXNjb25zaW4uZ292L3BoL3BjYS9TaXRlUGFnZXMvVGVzdGluZyUyMFN0cmF0ZWd5JTIwUGxhbm5pbmcuYXNweCJ9.McBYcli7DKbQh0hBtgQ2SzimwUzOeQ2SzzKGaorxZ0A/s/597656434/br/81092789319-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTUuMjQ0MzM3MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL21hZGlzb24uY29tL3dzai9uZXdzL2xvY2FsL2dvdnQtYW5kLXBvbGl0aWNzL3RvbnktZXZlcnMtYW5ub3VuY2VzLXdpc2NvbnNpbi1icm9hZGJhbmQtdGFzay1mb3JjZS9hcnRpY2xlX2Q1Yzk2ODNkLWU1Y2EtNTViZC1hZmMxLWJlNzE1ZTFkM2QxZS5odG1sIn0.fpNtSUxQYF1r4JULZHBQaUDFcQaAiIkmOuwPg1uw2RI/s/597656434/br/81092789319-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTUuMjQ0MzM3MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vREhTV0kvdmlkZW9zLzI5NzUwNjAwMDI2MjM3NjEifQ.oSxK_XK1CgNV3XaVGooa-a_wwWw9uPO1dIoW34FYzXY/s/597656434/br/81092789319-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTUuMjQ0MzM3MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vREhTV0kvdmlkZW9zLzI3MDU3OTk3MDk2NjYxNzkifQ.ENCR3l5c87Fy4K3Qgx1ZC4BLJ1rTzRIvEIWNuoQItbc/s/597656434/br/81092789319-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTUuMjQ0MzM3MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vREhTV0kvdmlkZW9zLzI3ODYzOTIzMDEzMzIwNiJ9.B-8tLG29ekbp1G_KnDRgkv2WuFRu26CBP-XQV8tvZWo/s/597656434/br/81092789319-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTUuMjQ0MzM3MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vd2lzY29uc2luYmFkZ2Vycy92aWRlb3MvMjk1MTM1ODgxNjk5NjY1In0.iXXtNJs77e3RuPem72CXSsdPpcjyjYH5xfknXsbYItQ/s/597656434/br/81092789319-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTUuMjQ0MzM3MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L21lZGlhL3JlbGVhc2VzLzIwMjAvcDA3MTQtYW1lcmljYW5zLXRvLXdlYXItbWFza3MuaHRtbCJ9.RbN--G9DV0dYt12TyUdE5o6ujRcjnR5FLXfwxHVg44E/s/597656434/br/81092789319-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..qm4MZNx5lq6bbZp1JHHgZfP0srQmH0UbzTNiCSCoM9E/s/597656434/br/81092789319-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTUuMjQ0MzM3MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3NoYXJlLmhlYWx0aC53aXNjb25zaW4uZ292L3BoL09QUEEvUkFEQVIvTFRQSEEvSW5mcmEvQ09WSUQxOSUyMFJlc291cmNlcy9QYXJ0bmVyJTIwUmVzb3VyY2VzL0NvcHklMjBvZiUyMExDSEQlMjBMaW5lJTIwTGlzdCUyMGZvciUyMExUQy1BTEZzLnhsc3g_V2ViPTEifQ.mPEzHlQnHAUtJ1pB3AnTXIZWrbnGkON7jpc5Lbo6kZ0/s/597656434/br/81092789319-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTUuMjQ0MzM3MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3NoYXJlLmhlYWx0aC53aXNjb25zaW4uZ292L3BoL09QUEEvUkFEQVIvTFRQSEEvSW5mcmEvQ09WSUQxOSUyMFJlc291cmNlcy9QYXJ0bmVyJTIwUmVzb3VyY2VzL1JlY29tbWVuZGF0aW9ucyUyMGZvciUyMExUQy1TTkYlMjBSZXNwb25zZSUyMHRvJTIwQ09WSUQlMjBDYXNlcy5wZGY_V2ViPTEifQ.U5sQZNLLh4bQgKFODYvGImSn2sRj8yoeQEMkgWj_k38/s/597656434/br/81092789319-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTUuMjQ0MzM3MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3NoYXJlLmhlYWx0aC53aXNjb25zaW4uZ292L3BoL09QUEEvUkFEQVIvTFRQSEEvSW5mcmEvQ09WSUQxOSUyMFJlc291cmNlcy9QYXJ0bmVyJTIwUmVzb3VyY2VzL1JlY29tbWVuZGF0aW9ucyUyMGZvciUyMExUQy1TTkYlMjBSZXNwb25zZSUyMHRvJTIwQ09WSUQlMjBDYXNlcy5wZGY_V2ViPTEifQ.U5sQZNLLh4bQgKFODYvGImSn2sRj8yoeQEMkgWj_k38/s/597656434/br/81092789319-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTUuMjQ0MzM3MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy53YWxoZGFiLm9yZy9Mb2dpbi5hc3B4In0.DwY7msPbERRQYvYafDf2i_eShsa4M2-P4l6rzXv_YnM/s/597656434/br/81092789319-l
https://coronavirus-response-portage-county-portagecowi.hub.arcgis.com/
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    WI Badger Bounce Back Plan Gating Criteria for 07/15/2020 (Reported by DHS) 

Indicator Metric Status 

Symptoms Downward trajectory of influenza-like illnesses (ILI) reported within a 14-
day period. 

 

Symptoms Downward trajectory of COVID-like syndromic cases reported with a 14-
day period. 

 

Cases Downward trajectory of positive tests as a percent of total tests within a 
14-day period. 

 

Hospitals 95% of hospitals affirm that they can treat all patients without crisis care. 
 

Hospitals 
95% of all hospitals affirm that they have arranged for testing for all 
symptomatic clinical staff treating patients at the hospital per CDC 
guidelines. 

 

Health  

        care 

Downward trend of COVID-19 cases among health care workers 
calculated weekly. 

 

        
       green indicator = gating criteria met (statistically significant downward trend) 

red indicator = gating criteria not met 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Area Count Burden Trajectory Trend   Activity 
level 

Portage 113 160 High N/A <-> High 
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Glossary of Acronyms: 
 
ADRC – Aging and Disability Center 

CARES Act – Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act 

CDC – Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

COVID-19 (C-19) – Coronavirus Disease 

DATCP – Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection 

DHS – Wisconsin Department of Health Services 

DPI – Department of Public Instruction 

EOC – Emergency Operation Center 

EM – Emergency Management 

EO – Emergency Order 

HO – Health Officer 

IC - Incident Commander 

ICS - Incident Command System 

LHD – local health department 

LTC/SNF – Long Term Care/Skilled Nursing Facility 

PC – Portage County 

PH – public health 

PHAVR – Public Health Analysis, Visualization and Reporting 

PIO – Public Information Officer 

OPS – Operations Section 

SHOW – Survey on the Health of Wisconsin 

SME – Subject Matter Experts 

SPAPSD _ Stevens Point Area Public School District 

WALDAB – Wisconsin Association of Local Health Departments and Boards 

WEAVR – Wisconsin Emergency Assistance Volunteer Registry 

WEDC – Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation  

WEM- Wisconsin Emergency Management 

WEDSS – Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance System 

WING – Wisconsin National Guard Testing 
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