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INCIDENT 
BRIEFING 

1. Incident Name 

Portage County  
COVID-19 2020  

2. Date Prepared 

07/23/2020  

3. Time Prepared 

 18:00 

Current Cases of COVID-19 
 

    

 Portage County: Total individuals investigated to date: 8,033 (includes 310 positive cases,     
13 probable cases, 7,600 negative tests, and 110 suspect cases). 

Data from: CDC · WHO · ECDC for 07/23/2020  

Total hospitalizations of positive cases in Wisconsin at 9% with 4,273 (+48) hospitalizations.                  
16 total hospitalizations for Portage County, 1 current.  

• Active cases 9,504 (21%). Active cases in Portage Co.: 51 (16%) 

• Percent of confirmed cases by race: American Indian (1%), Asian or Pacific Islander (3%), Black 
(16%), White (60%), Multiple or other races (10%), Unknown (10%) 

• Percent of confirmed cases by ethnicity: Hispanic or Latino (26%), Not Hispanic or Latino (63%), 
Unknown (12%) 

• Emergency Department visits: Influenza like illness: 63 visits on 7/21, compared to previous 3-
day average of 60; COVID-19 like illness: 189 visits on 7/21, compared to previous 3-day 
average of 192 

• Total hospital bed utilization: 82% 

*Starting 6/9/2020, Portage County data is reported through PHAVR 

Cases  Confirmed  Negative  Fatal  Recovered  

Portage  310  
(+7) 

 

 

7,600 
(+ 93) 

 

0  259  
 (84%) 

 

Wisconsin  
 

45,899 
(+1,052) 

  

 

737,191 
(+6,289) 

 

878 
(+13) 

  

35,502  
(77%) 

United 
States  

 
4,099,809 
(+80,317) 

 

  
 

 
146,295 
(+1,242)   

 
1,219,633 
(+33,876) 

Global  

 

15,317,997 
(+309,951) 

  
  

 

 

625,852 
(+7,950) 

 

 

8,721,415 
(+210,085) 
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5. Prepared by (Name and Position) 

Gary Garske, MPH, RS PH Branch Manager/PH IC 

 

  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/novel-coronavirus-china
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6. Summary of Current Actions 

July 23, 2020 @ 18:00 PM                                Public Health DOC/ICS Operation day 125 

 
  07:15 WALHDAB Executive Committee – Discussion of university regents meeting and DHS agenda. 

  08:30 PH ICS Daily Briefing and Operations meeting 

  09:00 Meeting with UWSP to discuss gating criteria, contact tracing, and testing planning. 

  10:00 Portage County United Way’s Emergency Partners/COVID Community Response Group. 

  13:18 Media Release from PC PIO Group: 300th Case of COVID-19 in Portage County 

  13:22 COVID-19 Daily Update for Local and Tribal Health Departments  

• Gov. Evers Announces K-12 Schools Eligible for $46.6 Million 
• BREAKING: WIAA moving forward with fall sports, football delayed to mid-September 

• DHS: 58 Counties Have 'High' Levels of COVID-19 Activity, but Some Report Downward 

Trajectory 

• WEDC Reviews More Than 30,500 Applications for We're All In Grants for Small Businesses 

• We're All in Campaign shares simple ways to adjust behavior and support one another and 

encourages sharing photos demonstrating these actions 

• Let’s Go Wisconsin!: Broad Wisconsin Coalition Advocates for Public, Economic Health Amid 

Pandemic 

• NASEM Releases Report Encouraging Adoption of Protective Behaviors to Mitigate the 

Spread of COVID-19  

• Gov. Evers Announces Additional Cuts to State Spending Due to COVID-19 

• Notes from the July 21 UW System Call with Health Officers have been posted to the PHHS 
Block Grant SharePoint site under Work Groups 

   13:30 DHS Media Briefing to Update Status of Wisconsin’s COVID-19 Response 

   14:00 DHS HO Forum Call 

• Discussion of WIAA decision to begin low impact high school sports on August 17 and high 

impact sports on September 7, 2020. 

• Discussion of change in boxing in framework in light of rise in cases and impact on public 

health staff. Restating the goal is needed is public health’s goal to stop the spread vs. slow the 

spread. Public health is losing the battle. Recommend a dialogue discussing purpose and how 

to move forward. Especially with school’s reopening. 

• WALHDAB will lead call for Friday, July 24, 2020 to continue Thursday’s discussion. 
 

      Data dashboard link: https://coronavirus-response-portage-county-portagecowi.hub.arcgis.com/  
       

      Masking safety tips: Don't touch your mask while wearing it. If you accidentally touch your mask,  
      wash or sanitize your hands. If your mask becomes wet or dirty, switch to a clean one. Put the  
      used mask in a sealable bag until you can wash it – if washable. Remove the mask by untying it or 
      lifting off the ear loops without touching the front of the mask or your face. 
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MjMuMjQ3OTMxMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy53ZWFyZWdyZWVuYmF5LmNvbS9zcG9ydHMvbGl2ZS11cGRhdGVzLXdpYWEtbWVldHMtdG8tZGlzY3Vzcy1wbGFuLWZvci1mYWxsLXNwb3J0cy8ifQ.sIi8DBwmqDJc1arP6qQHx0qH6i4gJnjbgfgKTTcISA0/s/597656434/br/81421338332-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MjMuMjQ3OTMxMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy53cHIub3JnL2Rocy01OC1jb3VudGllcy1oYXZlLWhpZ2gtbGV2ZWxzLWNvdmlkLTE5LWFjdGl2aXR5LXNvbWUtcmVwb3J0LWRvd253YXJkLXRyYWplY3RvcnkifQ.O0pN5ujBPkhANtbg7eWyXB5UcFV4vbL0uBLQ1JAL7_I/s/597656434/br/81421338332-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MjMuMjQ3OTMxMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3dlZGMub3JnL2Jsb2cvd2VkYy1yZXZpZXdzLW1vcmUtdGhhbi0zMDUwMC1hcHBsaWNhdGlvbnMtZm9yLXdlcmUtYWxsLWluLWdyYW50cy1mb3Itc21hbGwtYnVzaW5lc3Nlcy8ifQ.0rqxLNunit7GBktANSjkTLljoCtNdS5SaFwgVOWeOWc/s/597656434/br/81421338332-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MjMuMjQ3OTMxMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy53ZWFyZWFsbGlud2kuY29tLyJ9.NCZRkwASSt1nYW7BdEVWjBUezSgZHc4M9EuVEuwwXCQ/s/597656434/br/81421338332-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MjMuMjQ3OTMxMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy53aGEub3JnL1JlbGVhc2UtQnJvYWRXSUNvYWxpdGlvbkFkdm9jYXRlc2ZvclB1YmxpY0hlYWx0aCJ9.irJGG0PEDHpdSrhw-bNvdkA-l2Otxi3Mz4GUvPIuh_s/s/597656434/br/81421338332-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MjMuMjQ3OTMxMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5uYXAuZWR1L3Jlc291cmNlLzI1ODgxL2ludGVyYWN0aXZlLyJ9.OUfv4h4XvhpYvs9di7sWoIR8zzrWw0nPf-OYpbzTWAg/s/597656434/br/81421338332-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MjMuMjQ3OTMxMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5uYXAuZWR1L3Jlc291cmNlLzI1ODgxL2ludGVyYWN0aXZlLyJ9.OUfv4h4XvhpYvs9di7sWoIR8zzrWw0nPf-OYpbzTWAg/s/597656434/br/81421338332-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MjMuMjQ3OTMxMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL1dJR09WL2J1bGxldGlucy8yOTZkZmQ3In0.rOFHILNpufG4KhMOob7FcxTrLO6441XCJ3d-jkYuUz0/s/597656434/br/81421338332-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MjMuMjQ3OTMxMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3NoYXJlLmhlYWx0aC53aXNjb25zaW4uZ292L3BoL09QUEEvUkFEQVIvTFRQSEEvSW5mcmEvQ09WSUQxOSUyMFJlc291cmNlcy9Xb3JrJTIwR3JvdXBzL1VXJTIwU3lzdGVtJTIwTEhPJTIwQ2FsbCUyMDA3JTIwMjElMjAyMDIwJTIwTm90ZXMuZG9jeD9XZWI9MSJ9.2Wf06Jc3rtCYgB13_kvfHm07Abfbz7g3woUoB6auUMQ/s/597656434/br/81421338332-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MjMuMjQ3OTMxMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3NoYXJlLmhlYWx0aC53aXNjb25zaW4uZ292L3BoL09QUEEvUkFEQVIvTFRQSEEvSW5mcmEvQ09WSUQxOSUyMFJlc291cmNlcy9Gb3Jtcy9BbGxJdGVtcy5hc3B4In0.5GLoeoQnOwadfMcEiQ-COA10wBcczUjciwvB9b9G5JY/s/597656434/br/81421338332-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MjMuMjQ3OTMxMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3NoYXJlLmhlYWx0aC53aXNjb25zaW4uZ292L3BoL09QUEEvUkFEQVIvTFRQSEEvSW5mcmEvQ09WSUQxOSUyMFJlc291cmNlcy9Gb3Jtcy9BbGxJdGVtcy5hc3B4In0.5GLoeoQnOwadfMcEiQ-COA10wBcczUjciwvB9b9G5JY/s/597656434/br/81421338332-l
https://coronavirus-response-portage-county-portagecowi.hub.arcgis.com/
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    WI Badger Bounce Back Plan Gating Criteria for 07/23/2020 (Reported by DHS) 

Indicator Metric Status 

Symptoms Downward trajectory of influenza-like illnesses (ILI) reported within a 14-
day period. 

 

Symptoms Downward trajectory of COVID-like syndromic cases reported with a 14-
day period. 

 

Cases Downward trajectory of positive tests as a percent of total tests within a 
14-day period. 

 

Hospitals 95% of hospitals affirm that they can treat all patients without crisis care. 
 

Hospitals 
95% of all hospitals affirm that they have arranged for testing for all 
symptomatic clinical staff treating patients at the hospital per CDC 
guidelines. 

 

Health  

        care 

Downward trend of COVID-19 cases among health care workers 
calculated weekly. 

 

        
       green indicator = gating criteria met (statistically significant downward trend) 

red indicator = gating criteria not met 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Area Count Burden Trajectory Trend   Activity 
level 

Portage    99 140 High N/A <-> High 
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Glossary of Acronyms: 
 
ADRC – Aging and Disability Center 

CARES Act – Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act 

CDC – Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

COVID-19 (C-19) – Coronavirus Disease 

DATCP – Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection 

DHS – Wisconsin Department of Health Services 

DPI – Department of Public Instruction 

EOC – Emergency Operation Center 

EM – Emergency Management 

EO – Emergency Order 

HO – Health Officer 

IC - Incident Commander 

ICS - Incident Command System 

LHD – local health department 

LTC/SNF – Long Term Care/Skilled Nursing Facility 

PC – Portage County 

PH – public health 

PHAVR – Public Health Analysis, Visualization and Reporting 

PIO – Public Information Officer 

OPS – Operations Section 

SHOW – Survey on the Health of Wisconsin 

SME – Subject Matter Experts 

SPAPSD _ Stevens Point Area Public School District 

WALDAB – Wisconsin Association of Local Health Departments and Boards 

WEAVR – Wisconsin Emergency Assistance Volunteer Registry 

WEDC – Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation  

WEM- Wisconsin Emergency Management 

WEDSS – Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance System 

WING – Wisconsin National Guard Testing 
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