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INCIDENT 
BRIEFING 

1. Incident Name 

Portage County  
COVID-19 2020  

2. Date Prepared 

07/24/2020  

3. Time Prepared 

 16:00 

Current Cases of COVID-19 
 

    

 Portage County: Total individuals investigated to date: 8,152 (includes 316 positive cases,     
13 probable cases, 7,709 negative tests, and 114 suspect cases). 

Data from: CDC · WHO · ECDC for 07/24/2020  

Total hospitalizations of positive cases in Wisconsin at 9% with 4,327 (+54) hospitalizations.                  
17 total hospitalizations for Portage County, 2 current.  

• Active cases 9,688 (21%). Active cases in Portage Co.: 46 (15%) 

• Percent of confirmed cases by race: American Indian (1%), Asian or Pacific Islander (3%), Black 
(16%), White (60%), Multiple or other races (10%), Unknown (10%) 

• Percent of confirmed cases by ethnicity: Hispanic or Latino (25%), Not Hispanic or Latino (63%), 
Unknown (12%) 

• Emergency Department visits: Influenza like illness: 66 visits on 7/22, compared to previous 3-
day average of 65; COVID-19 like illness: 189 visits on 7/22, compared to previous 3-day 
average of 228. 

• Total hospital bed utilization: 78% 

*Starting 6/9/2020, Portage County data is reported through PHAVR 

Cases  Confirmed  Negative  Fatal  Recovered  

Portage  316  
(+6) 

 

 

7,709 
(+ 109) 

 

0  270  
 (85%) 

 

Wisconsin  
 

46,917 
(+1,018) 

  

 

795,280 
(+16,438) 

 

878 
(+0) 

  

36,333  
(77%) 

United 
States  

 
4,166,788 
(+127,821) 

 

  
 

 
147,324 
(+1,940)   

 
1,242,870 
(+43,556) 

Global  

 

15,628,936 
(+310,939) 

  
  

 

 

636,262 
(+10,410) 

 

 

8,917,141 
(+195,726) 
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5. Prepared by (Name and Position) 

Gary Garske, MPH, RS PH Branch Manager/PH IC 

 

  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/novel-coronavirus-china
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6. Summary of Current Actions 

July 24, 2020 @ 16:00 PM                                Public Health DOC/ICS Operation day 126 

 
  07:15 WALHDAB Executive Committee – Discussion of university regents meeting and DHS agenda. 

  08:30 PH ICS Daily Briefing and Operations meeting 

  09:30 PC Virtual EOC Brief for 07/24/2020. 

  10:00 Portage County virtual EOC Friday briefing. 

  11:30 Portage County PIO team meeting. 

  12:00 DHS Drop-In Q&A Session: Preview of DHS local metrics related to testing capacity and  
            contact tracing. 
 

  13:16 COVID-19 Daily Update for Local and Tribal Health Departments  
• CDC Releases New Resources and Tools to Support Reopening Schools  

o Preparing K-12 School Administrators for a Safe Return to School in Fall 2020 

o Resources for Schools and Childcare Programs 

o FAQ for School Administrators on Reopening Schools 

o Summary of What's New 

• CDC Interim COVID-19 Contact Tracing Communications Toolkit for Health Departments  

• ASTHO has updated its crisis communications guide: 45 pressing COVID-19 questions with 

concise answers  

• Additional Local Metrics on PCA Portal 

• DHS: Young People a Third of New COVID-19 Cases in July 

• New: Contact Tracing DHS webpage  

• Updated: Advisory Workgroup Notes on the PHHS COVID-19 SharePoint site (Data, Contact 

Tracing, Testing, and Ad-Hoc)  

• Federal COVID-19 Public Health Emergency Extended 

   14:00 DHS HO Forum Call – WALHDAB sponsored call. 

• Discussion of DHS previewed new metrics related to testing and contact tracing. 

• Presentation on development of WCA/WALHDAB body of knowledge related to Ss 252 

ordinances and orders. 

• Review of actions taken by WALHDAB Executive Committee since the pandemic began and  

setting up/outlining Friday’s 2:00 PM calls. 
 

      Data dashboard link: https://coronavirus-response-portage-county-portagecowi.hub.arcgis.com/  
       

      Masking safety tips: Don't touch your mask while wearing it. If you accidentally touch your mask,  
      wash or sanitize your hands. If your mask becomes wet or dirty, switch to a clean one. Put the  
      used mask in a sealable bag until you can wash it – if washable. Remove the mask by untying it or 
      lifting off the ear loops without touching the front of the mask or your face. 
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MjQuMjQ4NTE4MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L21lZGlhL3JlbGVhc2VzLzIwMjAvcDA3MjMtbmV3LXJlc291cmNlcy10b29scy1zY2hvb2xzLmh0bWwifQ.7MYcVnZegubfmMskncH39WobdHsoIlg2LVvMOVe76YM/s/597656434/br/81470760934-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MjQuMjQ4NTE4MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLzIwMTktbmNvdi9jb21tdW5pdHkvc2Nob29scy1jaGlsZGNhcmUvcHJlcGFyZS1zYWZlLXJldHVybi5odG1sIn0.ShNEKZgSGBu61bXZkFzNMF0ARHn1n3PJWPbEMxTDxx0/s/597656434/br/81470760934-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MjQuMjQ4NTE4MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLzIwMTktbmNvdi9jb21tdW5pdHkvc2Nob29scy1jaGlsZGNhcmUvaW5kZXguaHRtbCJ9.qjh99Dx4KnQOi4cd8vpPlmFKztdv1a8Vj-cfU0qziYg/s/597656434/br/81470760934-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MjQuMjQ4NTE4MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLzIwMTktbmNvdi9jb21tdW5pdHkvc2Nob29scy1jaGlsZGNhcmUvcmVvcGVuaW5nLXNjaG9vbHMtZmFxcy5odG1sIn0.dYsMUA19f3OwaRExaDxRfrnoS-FA9Zi8qqSG2LqXBFg/s/597656434/br/81470760934-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MjQuMjQ4NTE4MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLzIwMTktbmNvdi93aGF0cy1uZXctYWxsLmh0bWw_ZGVsaXZlcnlOYW1lPVVTQ0RDXzIwNjctRE0zMzcxNSJ9.MvVyXRaeSGe7uFxh2h-NtpRAFM50BMWAfIbbQEUhZKU/s/597656434/br/81470760934-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MjQuMjQ4NTE4MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLzIwMTktbmNvdi9waHAvY29udGFjdC10cmFjaW5nLWNvbW1zLmh0bWwifQ.aPqA-HYeOcsnI2HWhzbEx3DK2zM1d1iVRL5-EvSfuEo/s/597656434/br/81470760934-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MjQuMjQ4NTE4MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2FzdGhvLm9yZy9DT1ZJRC0xOS9RLWFuZC1BLyJ9.JXJpIQOEZY_gH8GlHDjhRCFts-mJT7ExAMbIKXA6qWY/s/597656434/br/81470760934-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MjQuMjQ4NTE4MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL1dJREhTL2J1bGxldGlucy8yOTcwMzdlIn0.dgo9QrTeHrnJYWg5LEE1Y-slGc4P4_sgU5Gbj1HXzrA/s/597656434/br/81470760934-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MjQuMjQ4NTE4MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy53cHIub3JnL2Rocy15b3VuZy1wZW9wbGUtdGhpcmQtbmV3LWNvdmlkLTE5LWNhc2VzLWp1bHkifQ.-QvU-Jjo5xEX1V_a_O7qRne4UjPQiOoNrEBlrbuTx8g/s/597656434/br/81470760934-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MjQuMjQ4NTE4MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaHMud2lzY29uc2luLmdvdi9jb3ZpZC0xOS9jb250YWN0LXRyYWNpbmcuaHRtIn0.h2NdvTQmwbLnmdaxj9n-R2RUBPl6PIu4OFP1HE6i4K8/s/597656434/br/81470760934-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MjQuMjQ4NTE4MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3NoYXJlLmhlYWx0aC53aXNjb25zaW4uZ292L3BoL09QUEEvUkFEQVIvTFRQSEEvSW5mcmEvQ09WSUQxOSUyMFJlc291cmNlcy9Xb3JrJTIwR3JvdXBzL0Fkdmlzb3J5JTIwR3JvdXAlMjBTdHJhdGVnaWMlMjBVcGRhdGVzLmRvY3gifQ.0U84xU48dni74mi7AngOiMHP5iy24aVFbF6zALrzRtY/s/597656434/br/81470760934-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MjQuMjQ4NTE4MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5oZWFsdGhjYXJlZGl2ZS5jb20vbmV3cy9jb3ZpZC0xOS1wdWJsaWMtaGVhbHRoLWVtZXJnZW5jeS1leHRlbmRlZC81ODIyMTMvIn0.5AH09xF94DINn3TFIu-aY8B4dwp1pflSBHNRVUamWHc/s/597656434/br/81470760934-l
https://coronavirus-response-portage-county-portagecowi.hub.arcgis.com/
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    WI Badger Bounce Back Plan Gating Criteria for 07/24/2020 (Reported by DHS) 

Indicator Metric Status 

Symptoms Downward trajectory of influenza-like illnesses (ILI) reported within a 14-
day period. 

 

Symptoms Downward trajectory of COVID-like syndromic cases reported with a 14-
day period. 

 

Cases Downward trajectory of positive tests as a percent of total tests within a 
14-day period. 

 

Hospitals 95% of hospitals affirm that they can treat all patients without crisis care. 
 

Hospitals 
95% of all hospitals affirm that they have arranged for testing for all 
symptomatic clinical staff treating patients at the hospital per CDC 
guidelines. 

 

Health  

        care 

Downward trend of COVID-19 cases among health care workers 
calculated weekly. 

 

        
       green indicator = gating criteria met (statistically significant downward trend) 

red indicator = gating criteria not met 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Area Count Burden Trajectory Trend   Activity 
level 

Portage    99 140 High N/A <-> High 
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Glossary of Acronyms: 
 
ADRC – Aging and Disability Center 

CARES Act – Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act 

CDC – Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

COVID-19 (C-19) – Coronavirus Disease 

DATCP – Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection 

DHS – Wisconsin Department of Health Services 

DPI – Department of Public Instruction 

EOC – Emergency Operation Center 

EM – Emergency Management 

EO – Emergency Order 

HO – Health Officer 

IC - Incident Commander 

ICS - Incident Command System 

LHD – local health department 

LTC/SNF – Long Term Care/Skilled Nursing Facility 

PC – Portage County 

PH – public health 

PHAVR – Public Health Analysis, Visualization and Reporting 

PIO – Public Information Officer 

OPS – Operations Section 

SHOW – Survey on the Health of Wisconsin 

SME – Subject Matter Experts 

SPAPSD _ Stevens Point Area Public School District 

WALDAB – Wisconsin Association of Local Health Departments and Boards 

WEAVR – Wisconsin Emergency Assistance Volunteer Registry 

WEDC – Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation  

WEM- Wisconsin Emergency Management 

WEDSS – Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance System 

WING – Wisconsin National Guard Testing 
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