PCH HS

Portage County Health & Human Services

RAYMOND F. PRZYBELSKI, DIRECTOR RUTH GILFRY HUMAN RESOURCES BUILDING
(715) 345-5350 or Toll Free (866) 920-2525 817 WHITING AVENUE
FAX (715) 345-5966 STEVENS POINT, WI 54481-5292

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

pcpublichealth@co.portage.wi.us

THE IMPORTANCE OF WISCONSIN’S FACE COVERING ORDER
August 3, 2020

On Thursday, July 30, 2020, Governor Tony Evers declared a Public Health Emergency and issued an Emergency
Order requiring individuals to wear face coverings when indoors and not in a private residence. Some exceptions
are clarified further in the order. The order is effective at 12:01 a.m. on Saturday, August 1, 2020 and will expire
on September 28, 2020 or by a subsequent superseding order.

e Executive Order #82 declaring the public health emergency can be seen here.

e Executive Order #1 requiring face coverings statewide can be seen here.

“While our local health departments have been doing a heck of a job responding to this pandemic in our
communities, the fact of the matter is, this virus doesn't care about any town, city, or county boundary, and we
need a statewide approach to get Wisconsin back on track,” said Gov. Evers. “While | know emotions are high
when it comes to wearing face coverings in public, my job as governor is to put people first and to do what's best
for the people of our state, so that's what | am going to do.”

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) states “COVID-19 spreads mainly from person to person
through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs, sneezes, talks, or raises their voice (e.g.,
while shouting, chanting, or singing). These droplets can land in the mouths or noses of people who are nearby or
possibly be inhaled into the lungs. Recent studies show that a significant portion of individuals with COVID-19
lack symptoms (are “asymptomatic”) and that even those who eventually develop symptoms (are “pre-
symptomatic”) can transmit the virus to others before showing symptoms. To reduce the spread of COVID-19,
CDC recommends that people wear masks in public settings when around people outside of their household,
especially when other social distancing measures are difficult to maintain.”

Wearing a face covering in public has increasing evidence of effectiveness of preventing the spread of COVID-19
(SARS-CoV-2). Dean Blumberg, Chief of pediatric infection diseases at UC Davis Children’s Hospital indicated that
a lot has been learned due to more research and additional scientific evidence. “What we know now is that
masks work and are very important.” Additionally, in Missouri, two hair stylists were found to have worked while
infectious and symptomatic with COVID-19 at a salon that had a universal face covering policy. The hairstylists
had spent more than 15 minutes with 139 different clients. In this report, it is stated, “Among 139 clients
exposed to two symptomatic hair stylists with confirmed COVID-19 while both the stylists and the clients wore
face masks, no symptomatic secondary cases were reported; among 67 clients tested for SARS-CoV-2, all test
results were negative. Adherence to the community’s and company’s face-covering policy likely mitigated spread
of SARS-CoV-2.”
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The bottom line is that wearing a face covering while in public is an easy and effective way to prevent people
infectious with COVID-19 from spreading the virus to others.

Community members in need of a face covering can utilize the following resources:

The CDC provides sew and no-sew instructions for making your own face covering.

You can purchase a face covering from many stores, including online stores. There are also several
community groups and individuals who are making face coverings that are sold locally.
Call United Way at 2-1-1 to find other ways to receive a face covering.

While wearing a face covering is important to slow the spread of COVID-19, please remember that it is not
community members’ jobs or place to judge or report people who are not wearing a face covering as some
people cannot wear a covering safely. Additionally, community members must also respect those who do
follow the order by wearing a face covering. The bottom line is to be kind and seek understanding before
harassing or reporting someone.
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