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INCIDENT 
BRIEFING 

1. Incident Name 

Portage County  
COVID-19 2020  

2. Date Prepared 

08/24/2020 

3. Time Prepared 

17:00 

Current Cases of COVID-19 
 

    

 Portage County: Total individuals investigated to date: 11,624 (includes 512 positive cases,       
18 probable cases, and 10,232 negative cases).  Note: 979 suspect cases – which are not 
reportable. 

Data from: CDC · WHO · ECDC for 08/24/2020  

Total hospitalizations of positive cases in Wisconsin at 8% with 5,573 (+15) hospitalizations. 27 total 
hospitalizations for Portage County, 1 currently hospitalized.  

• Active cases 7,445 (11%). Active cases in Portage Co: 45 (9%) 

• Percent of confirmed cases by race: American Indian (1%), Asian or Pacific Islander (3%), Black 
(13%), White (64%), Multiple or other races (9%), Unknown (10%) 

• Percent of confirmed cases by ethnicity: Hispanic or Latino (22%), Not Hispanic or Latino (65%), 
Unknown (13%) 

• Emergency Department visits: Influenza like illness: 51 visits on 8/22compared to previous 3-day 
average of 44; COVID-19 like illness: 89 visits on 8/22, compared to previous 3-day average of 135. 

• Total hospital bed utilization: 77% 

*Starting 6/9/2020, Portage County data is reported through PHAVR 

Data dashboard link: https://coronavirus-response-portage-county-portagecowi.hub.arcgis.com/ 

Cases 
 

Confirmed Negative Fatal Recovered 

Portage 512 
(+15) 

 

 

10,232 
(+108) 

 

1 
(+1) 

467 
 (91%) 

 

Wisconsin 
 

70,854 
(+392) 

  

 
1,119,622 

(+4,473) 

 

1,081 
  
  

62,310 
(88%) 

United 
States 

 
5,793,461 
(+40,679) 

 

  
 

 
179,329 

(+637)   

 
2,947,272 
(+15,246) 

Global 

 

23,424,844 
(+145,398) 

  
  

 

 

808,716 
(+2,594) 

 
 

 

15,150,767 
(+172,121) 
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5. Prepared by (Name and Position) 

Gary Garske, RS, MPH / PH Incident Commander  

 

  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/novel-coronavirus-china
https://coronavirus-response-portage-county-portagecowi.hub.arcgis.com/
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6. Summary of Current Actions 

August 24, 2020 @ 17:00 PM                                                  Public Health ICS Operation Day 157 

 
  07:15 WALHDAB Executive Committee meeting:Discussion of Friday’s WALHDAB call and school 

response letter. 

  08:30 PH ICS Daily Briefing and Operations meeting  

  0845  Tomorrow River Schools COVID-19 Inservice 

  11:00 WEDSS Helpline Call: Case Counts and PHAVR Reports 

  12:00  Portage County EMS-Hospital-LTC Meeting  

  13:24  DHS COVID-19 Daily Update for Local and Tribal Health Departments 

• DHS Announces COVID-19 Response Team Leadership 

• DPI revises Send Home from School Protocol which can be found in the DPI School Health 

Services Interim COVID-19 Infection Control and Mitigation Toolkit under Tools and 

Resources #2 Limit Symptomatic and Asymptomatic Spread and Exclusion Criteria  

o This document is intended to be used by school health staff to inform when students 

and staff need to be sent home; however, the DHS School Outbreak Guidance 

should still be used to determine when testing and isolation are recommended. 

• Racial and Ethnic Disparities Among COVID-19 Cases in Workplace Outbreaks by Industry 

Sector — Utah, March 6–June 5, 2020 MMWR article 

• SEOC Situation Report for August 20, 2020 

• DHS resources under final review:  DaycareOutbreak Toolkit 

  14:00 DHS Special Health Officer Open Forum with School Administors  

• Discussion of schools reopening during the COVID-19 Pandemic by Stephanie Smiley. 

• Discussion by Dr. Ryan Westergaard of COVID-19 among 19 years of age or younger 

population. 

• Sharing of Guidelines for the Prevention, Investigation, and Control of COVID-19 Outbreaks 

in K-12 Schools in Wisconsin with Jordan Mason. 

• Discussion of lack of framework/meterics for school closing crtieria. 

• Discussion of symptoms and being dismissed from school with 2 or more symptoms. 

  15:00  Local Testing Strategy Planning Task Force Meeting 
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MjQuMjYwNDE4MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL1dJREhTL2J1bGxldGlucy8yOWI0NjM4In0.MI1hwbIemi5C8xsqXNz0FoBpE1MgGTgD6TCKD9Yy51s/s/597656434/br/82735932077-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MjQuMjYwNDE4MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2RwaS53aS5nb3Yvc2l0ZXMvZGVmYXVsdC9maWxlcy9pbWNlL3NzcHcvcGRmL1NjaG9vbF9IZWFsdGhfU2VydmljZXNfSW50ZXJpbV9DT1ZJRC0xOV9JbmZlY3Rpb25fQ29udHJvbF9hbmRfTWl0aWdhdGlvbl9Ub29sa2l0LnBkZiJ9.jIpEQ_vaUGd1gJYSrr342PpjRyKjLv52aW4bV04PeRc/s/597656434/br/82735932077-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MjQuMjYwNDE4MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2RwaS53aS5nb3Yvc2l0ZXMvZGVmYXVsdC9maWxlcy9pbWNlL3NzcHcvcGRmL1NjaG9vbF9IZWFsdGhfU2VydmljZXNfSW50ZXJpbV9DT1ZJRC0xOV9JbmZlY3Rpb25fQ29udHJvbF9hbmRfTWl0aWdhdGlvbl9Ub29sa2l0LnBkZiJ9.jIpEQ_vaUGd1gJYSrr342PpjRyKjLv52aW4bV04PeRc/s/597656434/br/82735932077-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MjQuMjYwNDE4MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2RwaS53aS5nb3Yvc2l0ZXMvZGVmYXVsdC9maWxlcy9pbWNlL3NzcHcvemlwL0xpbWl0X1N5bXB0b21hdGljX2FuZF9Bc3ltcHRvbWF0aWNfU3ByZWFkLnppcCJ9.2NuFUMuffpCRvnDRPJsAz_1jVoYj5fS_2KilF3qYdAM/s/597656434/br/82735932077-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MjQuMjYwNDE4MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaHMud2lzY29uc2luLmdvdi9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvcDAyNzU3LnBkZiJ9.q8y9N22OdUxOqQT2Y-OCSWKsLZbFr4IyRG_vUu01vrw/s/597656434/br/82735932077-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MjQuMjYwNDE4MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L21td3Ivdm9sdW1lcy82OS93ci9tbTY5MzNlMy5odG0_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1TVEFUJTJCTmV3c2xldHRlcnMmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fdGVybT0wXzhjYWIxZDc5NjEtNTE0ODY0NmUzNy0xNDk2MTkxMDEmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPTUxNDg2NDZlMzctTVJfQ09QWV8wMSJ9.cchezxE7CEyuXpKTHspRc98492bRRpnb6Rn8JRcOzdE/s/597656434/br/82735932077-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MjQuMjYwNDE4MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L21td3Ivdm9sdW1lcy82OS93ci9tbTY5MzNlMy5odG0_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1TVEFUJTJCTmV3c2xldHRlcnMmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fdGVybT0wXzhjYWIxZDc5NjEtNTE0ODY0NmUzNy0xNDk2MTkxMDEmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPTUxNDg2NDZlMzctTVJfQ09QWV8wMSJ9.cchezxE7CEyuXpKTHspRc98492bRRpnb6Rn8JRcOzdE/s/597656434/br/82735932077-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MjQuMjYwNDE4MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL3RvcGljX2ZpbGVzL1dJREhTL1dJREhTXzE3Mi8yMDIwLzA4LzIxL2ZpbGVfYXR0YWNobWVudHMvMTUyMzE0OC84LjIwLjIwJTIwU0VPQyUyMENvcm9uYXZpcnVzJTIwU2l0cmVwX18xNTIzMTQ4LnBkZiJ9.tw24tlOkxZpVANiQo8fEviM1LlxHTxENUhDcDIuc8XY/s/597656434/br/82735932077-l
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    WI Badger Bounce Back Plan Gating Criteria for 08/24/2020 (Reported by DHS) 

Indicator Metric Status 

Symptoms Downward trajectory of influenza-like illnesses (ILI) reported within a 14-
day period. 

 

Symptoms Downward trajectory of COVID-like syndromic cases reported with a 14-
day period. 

 

Cases Downward trajectory of positive tests as a percent of total tests within a 
14-day period. 

 

Hospitals 95% of hospitals affirm that they can treat all patients without crisis care. 
 

Hospitals 
95% of all hospitals affirm that they have arranged for testing for all 
symptomatic clinical staff treating patients at the hospital per CDC 
guidelines. 

 

Health  

        care 

Downward trend of COVID-19 cases among health care workers 
calculated weekly. 

 

        
         green indicator = gating criteria met (statistically significant downward trend) 

  red indicator = gating criteria not met 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Area Count Burden Trajectory Trend   Activity 
level 

Portage 114 161.2 High N/A <-> High 
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Glossary of Acronyms: 
 
ADRC – Aging and Disability Center 

CARES Act – Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act 

CDC – Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

COVID-19 (C-19) – Coronavirus Disease 

DATCP – Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection 

DHS – Wisconsin Department of Health Services 

DPI – Department of Public Instruction 

EOC – Emergency Operation Center 

EM – Emergency Management 

EO – Emergency Order 

HO – Health Officer 

IC - Incident Commander 

ICS - Incident Command System 

LHD – local health department 

LTC/SNF – Long Term Care/Skilled Nursing Facility 

PC – Portage County 

PH – public health 

PHAVR – Public Health Analysis, Visualization and Reporting 

PIO – Public Information Officer 

OPS – Operations Section 

SHOW – Survey on the Health of Wisconsin 

SME – Subject Matter Experts 

SPAPSD _ Stevens Point Area Public School District 

WALDAB – Wisconsin Association of Local Health Departments and Boards 

WEAVR – Wisconsin Emergency Assistance Volunteer Registry 

WEDC – Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation  

WEM- Wisconsin Emergency Management 

WEDSS – Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance System 

WING – Wisconsin National Guard Testing 
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