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INCIDENT 
BRIEFING 

1. Incident Name 

Portage County  
COVID-19 2020  

2. Date Prepared 

08/26/2020  

3. Time Prepared 

18:00 

Current Cases of COVID-19 
 

    

 Portage County: Total individuals investigated to date: 11,624 (includes 512 positive cases,       
26 probable cases, and 10,232 negative cases).  Note: 975 suspect cases – which are not 
reportable. 

Data from: CDC · WHO · ECDC for 08/26/2020  

Total hospitalizations of positive cases in Wisconsin at 8% with 5,651 (+41) hospitalizations. 27 total 
hospitalizations for Portage County, 2 currently hospitalized.  

• Active cases 7,445 (11%). Active cases in Portage Co: 51 (10%) 

• Percent of confirmed cases by race: American Indian (1%), Asian or Pacific Islander (3%), Black 
(13%), White (64%), Multiple or other races (9%), Unknown (10%) 

• Percent of confirmed cases by ethnicity: Hispanic or Latino (22%), Not Hispanic or Latino (65%), 
Unknown (13%) 

• Emergency Department visits: Influenza like illness: 40 visits on 8/24 compared to previous 3-day 
average of 44; COVID-19 like illness: 192 visits on 8/24, compared to previous 3-day average of 
137. 

• Total hospital bed utilization: 79% 

*Starting 6/9/2020, Portage County data is reported through PHAVR 

Data dashboard link: https://coronavirus-response-portage-county-portagecowi.hub.arcgis.com/ 

Cases  
 

Confirmed  Negative  Fatal  Recovered  

Portage  534  
(+10) 

 

 

10,472 
(+59) 

 

1  
 

482  
 (90%) 

 

Wisconsin  
 

72,260 
(+768) 

  

 
1,138,581 

(+9,610) 

 

1,100 
(+6)  

  

63,730  
(88%) 

United 
States  

 
5,899,331 
(+49,053) 

 

  
 

 
181,791 
(+1,416)   

 
3,002,904 
(+22,300) 

Global  

 

24,011,502 
(+316,856) 

  
  

 

 

821,909 
(+7,555) 

 
 

 

15,636,116 
(+255,012) 
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5. Prepared by (Name and Position) 

Gary Garske, RS, MPH / PH Incident Commander  

 

  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/novel-coronavirus-china
https://coronavirus-response-portage-county-portagecowi.hub.arcgis.com/
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6. Summary of Current Actions 

August 26, 2020 @ 18:00 PM                                                                Public Health ICS Operation Day 159 

 
  07:15 WALHDAB Executive Committee Meeting: Discussion of meeting with DHS COVID-19 Response 

Director. 

  08:30 PH ICS Daily Briefing and Operations Meeting  

  09:00  Portage County COVID-19 Community Health Response Call #18 

  09:00  DHS Rapid Assistance and Support Team Meeting for COVID Outbreak 

  10:00 Portage County Virtual EOC Weekly Briefing 

  10:30 DHS Occupational Health: Strategic Discussion w/LHOs & Dr. Meiman 

  12:30 Portage County PIO Team Meeting: Discuss of media release for testing plan  

  13:00 NR WALHDAB Meeting for COVID-19 related topics 

  13:54 DHS COVID-19 Daily Update for Local and Tribal Health Departments 

• New and Updated from CDC:  

o Overview of Testing for SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) (see NYT article under Statewide 

Situational Awareness) 

o MMWR: Primary Indicators to Systematically Monitor COVID-19 Mitigation and Response--

Kentucky, May 19-July 15, 2020 

o Toolkit for People 15 to 21 

o Operational Considerations for Schools 

• New Partner Resource Added to PHHS COVID-19 SharePoint Site: Fond du Lac County Health 

Department letter to area school district superintendents for sports and clubs 

• SEOC Situation Report for August 24, 2020 

• Gov. Evers Declares State of Emergency in Wisconsin  

o Emergency Order #86 declares a state of emergency to provide safety and protection to the 

people of Kenosha and other Wisconsin communities 

o National Guard authorized to support Kenosha County 

o Gov. Evers Statement on August 24 Protests 

o Gov. Evers Statement on Kenosha Shooting 

o Gov. Evers Signs Executive Order Calling Special Session on Policing Accountability and 

Transparency (Executive Order #84) 

  14:00 DHS BCD COVID-19 Webinar  

• Discussion of educators as critical infrastructure staff: No exemption from quarantine. 

• Discussion of travel consideration for quarantine individuals and pre-travel PCR testing. 

• Discussion of COVID-19 case definition update. 

  15:30 Portage County COVID-19 Media Briefing: No formal media questions or requests. 
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    WI Badger Bounce Back Plan Gating Criteria for 08/26/2020 (Reported by DHS) 

Indicator Metric Status 

Symptoms Downward trajectory of influenza-like illnesses (ILI) reported within a 14-
day period. 

 

Symptoms Downward trajectory of COVID-like syndromic cases reported with a 14-
day period. 

 

Cases Downward trajectory of positive tests as a percent of total tests within a 
14-day period. 

 

Hospitals 95% of hospitals affirm that they can treat all patients without crisis care. 
 

Hospitals 
95% of all hospitals affirm that they have arranged for testing for all 
symptomatic clinical staff treating patients at the hospital per CDC 
guidelines. 

 

Health  

        care 

Downward trend of COVID-19 cases among health care workers 
calculated weekly. 

 

        
         green indicator = gating criteria met (statistically significant downward trend) 

  red indicator = gating criteria not met 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Area Count Burden Trajectory Trend   Activity 
level 

Portage 106 150 High N/A <-> High 
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Glossary of Acronyms: 
 
ADRC – Aging and Disability Center 

CARES Act – Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act 

CDC – Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

COVID-19 (C-19) – Coronavirus Disease 

DATCP – Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection 

DHS – Wisconsin Department of Health Services 

DPI – Department of Public Instruction 

EOC – Emergency Operation Center 

EM – Emergency Management 

EO – Emergency Order 

HO – Health Officer 

IC - Incident Commander 

ICS - Incident Command System 

LHD – local health department 

LTC/SNF – Long Term Care/Skilled Nursing Facility 

PC – Portage County 

PH – public health 

PHAVR – Public Health Analysis, Visualization and Reporting 

PIO – Public Information Officer 

OPS – Operations Section 

SHOW – Survey on the Health of Wisconsin 

SME – Subject Matter Experts 

SPAPSD _ Stevens Point Area Public School District 

WALDAB – Wisconsin Association of Local Health Departments and Boards 

WEAVR – Wisconsin Emergency Assistance Volunteer Registry 

WEDC – Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation  

WEM- Wisconsin Emergency Management 

WEDSS – Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance System 

WING – Wisconsin National Guard Testing 
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