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INCIDENT 
BRIEFING 

1. Incident Name 

Portage County  
COVID-19 2020  

2. Date Prepared 

08/31/2020  

3. Time Prepared 

18:30 

 

Current Cases of COVID-19 
 

    

 Portage County: Total individuals investigated to date: 11,438 (includes 603 positive cases,       
32 probable cases, and 10,803 negative cases).  Note: 1,104 suspect cases – which are not 
reportable. 

Data from: CDC · WHO · ECDC for 08/31/2020  

Total hospitalizations of positive cases in Wisconsin at 8% with 5,817 (+13) hospitalizations. 35 total 
hospitalizations for Portage County, 4 currently hospitalized.  

• Active cases 7,229 (9.6%). Active cases in Portage Co: 80 (13%) 

• Percent of confirmed cases by race: American Indian (1%), Asian or Pacific Islander (3%), Black 
(13%), White (65%), Multiple or other races (9%), Unknown (9%) 

• Percent of confirmed cases by ethnicity: Hispanic or Latino (21%), Not Hispanic or Latino (66%), 
Unknown (13%) 

• Emergency Department visits: Influenza like illness: 30 visits on 8/29 compared to previous 3-day 
average of 43; COVID-19 like illness: 91 visits on 8/29, compared to previous 3-day average of 144. 

• Total hospital bed utilization: 77% 

*Starting 6/9/2020, Portage County data is reported through PHAVR 

Data dashboard link: https://coronavirus-response-portage-county-portagecowi.hub.arcgis.com/ 

Cases  
 

Confirmed  Negative  Fatal  Recovered  

Portage  603  
(+7) 

 

 

10,803 
(+) 

 

1  
 

522  
 (87%) 

 

Wisconsin  
 

75,603 
(+266) 

  

 
1,172,854 

(+3,552) 

 

1,122 
(+0)  

  

67,234  
(88.9%) 

United 
States  

 
6,117,285 
(+35,913) 

 

  
 

 
186,315 

(+445)   

 
3,218,319 
(+15,862) 

Global  

 

25,334,339 
(+283,161) 

  
  

 

 

848,084 
(+4,498) 

 
 

 

16,669,974 
(+218,956) 
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5. Prepared by (Name and Position) 

Gary Garske, RS, MPH / PH Incident Commander  

 

  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/novel-coronavirus-china
https://coronavirus-response-portage-county-portagecowi.hub.arcgis.com/
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6. Summary of Current Actions 

August 31, 2020 @ 18:30 PM                                                   Public Health ICS Operation Day 164 

 

  07:15 WALHDAB Executive Committee Meeting: Establashing stand meeting w/ COVID-19  
            Response Director/School testing discussion 
  08:30 PH ICS Daily Briefing and Operations Meeting  
  12:00 Portage County EMS-Hospital-LTC Meeting 
  13.14 DHS COVID-19 Daily Update for Local and Tribal Health Departments 

• Attorney General Kaul Supports Dane County COVID-19 Emergency Order with Amicus 
Briefs  

o Amicus Brief #1 and Amicus Brief #2  
• DHS: Percentage of Positive COVID-19 Tests Up to 10.5 Sunday 
• ICYMI: Recording of the WI State Laboratory of Hygiene (WSLH) webinar: SARS-CoV-2, 

Influenza, and Other Respiratory Viruses Update  
• Additional Resources Available for School and Youth Sports Guidance  

o COVID-19 in Children: Implications for Schools Literature Review posted on PCA 
Portal COVID-19 Resources under Wisconsin Guidance 

o Review of Youth Sports Guidance and Outbreaks on PHHS COVID-19 SharePoint 
Site under Guidance Supplements 

• ASTHO Brief shares how public health officials can fight compassion fatigue 
• Reminder: Testing Strategy Plan submission extended to Sept. 15  
• SEOC Situation Report for August 27, 2020 

  14:00 DHS HO Forum For COVID-19 Q & A  

• Winnebago Health Department adding an ongoing WING testing site that will offer testing 3 
days a week. 

• Critical level metric is still working through the internal process. Plan is to incorporate that 
into the Tier 2 dashboard. The communications and roll-out plan is in progress. Terminology 
may change slightly but threshold will remain the same.  The threshold is available on the 
PCA portal prior to being on the DHS website.  

• Discussion of CDC statement concerning percentage of comorbidities among COVID 
fatalities (94%). According to DHS statement has been temporarily retracted to be better 
framed for better understanding. 

• October update expected for WEDSS. 

• Discussion of point of care testing for school systems and LTCs. 

• Discussion of quarantine recommendation for schools.   According to the CDC says: 
"Students who are sick with contagious illnesses should not attend school, but most illnesses 
do not require the same level or length of isolation that COVID-19 does. Excluding students 
from school for longer than what is called for in existing school policies (e.g., fever free 
without medication for 24-hours) based on COVID-19 symptoms alone risks repeated, long-
term unnecessary student absence." 

  15:00   Local Testing Strategy Planning Task Force Meeting 
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    WI Badger Bounce Back Plan Gating Criteria for 08/31/2020 (Reported by DHS) 

Indicator Metric Status 

Symptoms Downward trajectory of influenza-like illnesses (ILI) reported within a 14-
day period. 

 

Symptoms Downward trajectory of COVID-like syndromic cases reported with a 14-
day period. 

 

Cases Downward trajectory of positive tests as a percent of total tests within a 
14-day period. 

 

Hospitals 95% of hospitals affirm that they can treat all patients without crisis care. 
 

Hospitals 
95% of all hospitals affirm that they have arranged for testing for all 
symptomatic clinical staff treating patients at the hospital per CDC 
guidelines. 

 

Health  

        care 

Downward trend of COVID-19 cases among health care workers 
calculated weekly. 

 

        
         green indicator = gating criteria met (statistically significant downward trend) 

  red indicator = gating criteria not met 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Area Count Burden Trajectory Trend   Activity 
level 

Portage 106 150 High N/A <-> High 
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Glossary of Acronyms: 
 
ADRC – Aging and Disability Center 

CARES Act – Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act 

CDC – Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

COVID-19 (C-19) – Coronavirus Disease 

DATCP – Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection 

DHS – Wisconsin Department of Health Services 

DPI – Department of Public Instruction 

EOC – Emergency Operation Center 

EM – Emergency Management 

EO – Emergency Order 

HO – Health Officer 

IC - Incident Commander 

ICS - Incident Command System 

LHD – local health department 

LTC/SNF – Long Term Care/Skilled Nursing Facility 

PC – Portage County 

PH – public health 

PHAVR – Public Health Analysis, Visualization and Reporting 

PIO – Public Information Officer 

OPS – Operations Section 

SHOW – Survey on the Health of Wisconsin 

SME – Subject Matter Experts 

SPAPSD _ Stevens Point Area Public School District 

WALDAB – Wisconsin Association of Local Health Departments and Boards 

WEAVR – Wisconsin Emergency Assistance Volunteer Registry 

WEDC – Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation  

WEM- Wisconsin Emergency Management 

WEDSS – Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance System 

WING – Wisconsin National Guard Testing 
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