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INCIDENT 
BRIEFING 

1. Incident Name 

Portage County  
COVID-19 2020  

2. Date Prepared 

09/14/2020 

3. Time Prepared 

16:00 

 

Current Cases of COVID-19 
 

    

 Portage County: Total individuals investigated to date: 12,529 (includes 949 positive cases,       
42 probable cases, and 11,538 negative cases).  Note: 1,347 suspect cases – which are not 
reportable. 

** 50 confirmed positive cases on 09/13/2020                        Data from: CDC · WHO · ECDC for 09/14/2020  

Total hospitalizations of positive cases in Wisconsin at 7% with 6,350 (+18) hospitalizations. 61 total 
hospitalizations for Portage County, 2 new hospitalizations  

• Active cases 10,201 (11%). Active cases in Portage Co: 196 (21%) 

• Percent of confirmed cases by race: American Indian (1%), Asian or Pacific Islander (3%), Black 
(11%), White (67%), Multiple or other races (9%), Unknown (9%) 

• Percent of confirmed cases by ethnicity: Hispanic or Latino (19%), Not Hispanic or Latino (67%), 
Unknown (14%) 

• Emergency Department visits: Influenza like illness: 58 visits on 9/12 compared to previous 3-day 
average of 45; COVID-19 like illness: 178 visits on 9/12, compared to previous 3-day average of 
210. 

• Total hospital bed utilization: 78% 

*Starting 6/9/2020, Portage County data is reported through PHAVR 

Data dashboard link: https://coronavirus-response-portage-county-portagecowi.hub.arcgis.com/ 

Cases 
 

Confirmed Negative Fatal Recovered 

Portage 949** 
(+29) 

 

 

11,538 
(+96) 

 

3 
(+1) 

750 
 (79%) 

 

Wisconsin 
 

89,956 
(+771) 

  

 
1,273,607 

(+3,149) 

 

1,210 
(+0)  

  

78,527 
(87%) 

United 
States 

 
6, 624,395 

(+27,669) 

 

  
 

 
197,209 

(+353)   

 
3,578,670 
(+15,102) 

Global 

 

29,114,477 
(+317,055) 

  
  

 

 

925,596 
(+4,654) 

 
 

 

19,673,071 
(+182,021) 
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5. Prepared by (Name and Position) 

Gary Garske, RS, MPH / PH Incident Commander  

  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/novel-coronavirus-china
https://coronavirus-response-portage-county-portagecowi.hub.arcgis.com/
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6. Summary of Current Actions 

September 14, 2020 @ 16:00 PM                                            Public Health ICS Operation Day 179 
  

 07:15 WALHDAB Executive Committee Meeting: Eau Claire Ordinance/School outbreaks 

 08:30 PH ICS Daily Briefing and Operations Briefing 

 13:42 DHS COVID-19 Daily Updates for Local and Tribal Health Departments 

• Corrected Link: DHS Releases Executive Summary of Guidelines for the Prevention, Investigation 

and Control of COVID-19 Outbreaks in K-12 Schools in Wisconsin  

o This resource will be translated into additional languages and posted on this page  

• DHS School Resources Translated to Additional Languages  

o Returning to School After COVID-19: Information for Parents and Guardians (Spanish) 

o Recommendations/FAQs on Testing for Schools (Chinese Mandarin, Hindi, Hmong, Somali, 

Spanish) 

• DPI Releases Arts Education School Operating Considerations  

• Talking Points for Child Transmission added to the PHHS COVID-19 SharePoint site under "Guidance 

Supplements" 

• Gov. Evers Announces $8 Million TRAVEL Grants Program for Tourism Industry 

• Gov. Evers, OCI Commissioner Afable, DHS Secretardy-designee Palm Encourage Wisconsinites 

Who Lost Health Insurance Anytime this Year to Enroll 

• Wisconsin National Guard Continues Statewide COVID-19 Testing this Week 

• FYA: A message from DHS and DNR about considering the safety of facility water supplies will be 

sent to school districts by DPI. Included in the message is a DHS guide with tips on how to reopen a 

building safely. 

• Immunization Program: Influenza Vaccine Outreach and Education Activities  

• Get Help Applying for CARES Act Provider Payments Program 

• SEOC Situation Report for September 10, 2020   

 14:00 DHS Forum for COVID-19 Q & A 

• Updates from Melaine Schmidt, DHS COVID-19 Response Team (CRT) Director. Discussion of 

branches added to support COVID operations.  Contract tracing resources approval to increase pool 

of contract tracers at DHS to address surge.  Discussion of WEDSS enhancements to deal with 

university cases. Discussion of enduring sites supported by WING and transitition back to civilian life 

by 11/26/2020. 

• Metrics updates from Mirelle Perzan and updating of the read me tab on the contact tracer file. 

• Antigen positive as probable according to CDC definition.  Concerns about under reporting cases. 

• Discussion of positive cases in schools and notification to families within the district.  

 

 15:00 Local testing strategy planning task force meeting with NCW HERC. Discussion of testing plans. 
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MTQuMjcwOTE4OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaHMud2lzY29uc2luLmdvdi9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvcDAyNzU3YS5wZGYifQ.JqatIdcPD0PL_clRg-nPTP8x4nSgQEXxCvjyN_5uvvU/s/597656434/br/84869178512-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MTQuMjcwOTE4OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaHMud2lzY29uc2luLmdvdi9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvaW5kZXguaHRtP3NlYXJjaD1wLTAyNzU3YSZkaXZpc2lvbj1BbGwifQ.i2GZWK8OXvnRi0DDVtYRSWX4x1kGMneWBnNTWvi71GA/s/597656434/br/84869178512-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MTQuMjcwOTE4OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaHMud2lzY29uc2luLmdvdi9saWJyYXJ5L3AtMDI3NjcuaHRtIn0.uRzV43saGVKP6Qgz_9Y_XFVGDZkOAnSHWs8SWA_Qna4/s/597656434/br/84869178512-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MTQuMjcwOTE4OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaHMud2lzY29uc2luLmdvdi9saWJyYXJ5L3AtMDI3NjYuaHRtIn0.r4LxHA13MUq6zHCMm9fb_CT4e4TZpNqgCC9zq_7IN8E/s/597656434/br/84869178512-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MTQuMjcwOTE4OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2RwaS53aS5nb3Yvc2l0ZXMvZGVmYXVsdC9maWxlcy9pbWNlL2VkdWNhdGlvbi1mb3J3YXJkL0NPVklELTE5X0FydHNfRWR1Y2F0aW9uX0NvbnNpZGVyYXRpb25zLnBkZiJ9.J1Rzw_WMAUB9jN7brJncpMD8ptvl0Mg8zEhLDNMrBFA/s/597656434/br/84869178512-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MTQuMjcwOTE4OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3NoYXJlLmhlYWx0aC53aXNjb25zaW4uZ292L3BoL09QUEEvUkFEQVIvTFRQSEEvSW5mcmEvQ09WSUQxOSUyMFJlc291cmNlcy9HdWlkYW5jZSUyMFN1cHBsZW1lbnRzL1RhbGtpbmclMjBQb2ludHMlMjBmb3IlMjBDaGlsZCUyMFRyYW5zbWlzc2lvbiUyMDA5LjA0LjIwMjAuZG9jeD9kPXcxMzI1MDY1ZjBhODY0NTFjOTllZWYzZTE1NzZlODFmOCJ9.UWCTM89Age4EePxs-XO0WndLzTLpjS543vsdyXL8ADY/s/597656434/br/84869178512-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MTQuMjcwOTE4OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3NoYXJlLmhlYWx0aC53aXNjb25zaW4uZ292L3BoL09QUEEvUkFEQVIvTFRQSEEvSW5mcmEvQ09WSUQxOSUyMFJlc291cmNlcy9Gb3Jtcy9BbGxJdGVtcy5hc3B4In0.iqf1oKIfILTLW0AHXM0Oi77ZITFRmWHm6fit-1UYQOw/s/597656434/br/84869178512-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MTQuMjcwOTE4OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL1dJR09WL2J1bGxldGlucy8yYTAzMDMwIn0.yA9zxBOtiy6I7kgwzoyjM74K9nS3VOD3GjwhWc3EFTE/s/597656434/br/84869178512-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MTQuMjcwOTE4OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LnRoZXdoZWVsZXJyZXBvcnQuY29tL3doZWVsZXJfZG9jcy9maWxlcy8wOTE0MjBldmVyczIucGRmIn0.cMdi0IFSW9FnOfQD3fJhi6YoQIb1KwEa_h-LPkzzbLU/s/597656434/br/84869178512-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MTQuMjcwOTE4OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LnRoZXdoZWVsZXJyZXBvcnQuY29tL3doZWVsZXJfZG9jcy9maWxlcy8wOTE0MjBldmVyczIucGRmIn0.cMdi0IFSW9FnOfQD3fJhi6YoQIb1KwEa_h-LPkzzbLU/s/597656434/br/84869178512-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MTQuMjcwOTE4OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2RtYS53aS5nb3YvRE1BL25ld3MvMjAyMG5ld3MvMjAyMDcifQ.OBl5DHzF4QL8bmQktfzfKXWaH-6rJJwPrttcl4gQHw4/s/597656434/br/84869178512-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MTQuMjcwOTE4OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3NoYXJlLmhlYWx0aC53aXNjb25zaW4uZ292L3BoL09QUEEvUkFEQVIvTFRQSEEvSW5mcmEvQ09WSUQxOSUyMFJlc291cmNlcy9TYWZlJTIwUmVvcGVuaW5nJTIwVG9vbGtpdC9ETlIlMjBhbmQlMjBESFMlMjBtZXNzYWdlJTIwb24lMjBMZWdpb25lbGxhJTIwOS4xMS4yMDIwLmRvY3gifQ.sv-YXF5hPrCzzPSKJx1SQJrsLQ7LnTglHOn9s72uheI/s/597656434/br/84869178512-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MTQuMjcwOTE4OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3NoYXJlLmhlYWx0aC53aXNjb25zaW4uZ292L3BoL09QUEEvUkFEQVIvTFRQSEEvSW5mcmEvQ09WSUQxOSUyMFJlc291cmNlcy9TYWZlJTIwUmVvcGVuaW5nJTIwVG9vbGtpdC9SZW9wZW5pbmclMjBCdWlsZGluZ3MlMjBBZnRlciUyMENPVklEJTIwLSUyMExlZ2lvbmVsbGEuZG9jeCJ9.u-LOQ_WB0LITiXanqsUmSUsZ3pjL1UrdHr6an5ZGhLw/s/597656434/br/84869178512-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MTQuMjcwOTE4OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL1dJREhTL2J1bGxldGlucy8yOWNjNTRiIn0.m1T39yjKBvCwDwRB48AQcfQLir1YcPivR12cNujlCDo/s/597656434/br/84869178512-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MTQuMjcwOTE4OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL1dJREhTL2J1bGxldGlucy8yYTAyZDNmIn0.MbkkKxFys8YhTh-SyRHwMH4oi10N-OQbw4k374CbFb4/s/597656434/br/84869178512-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MTQuMjcwOTE4OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL3RvcGljX2ZpbGVzL1dJREhTL1dJREhTXzE3Mi8yMDIwLzA5LzExL2ZpbGVfYXR0YWNobWVudHMvMTU0MzE3MS85LjEwLjIwJTIwJTIwSm9pbnQlMjBTRU9DJTIwQ29yb25hdmlydXMlMjBTaXRyZXBfXzE1NDMxNzEucGRmIn0.UXCvWVdxRQGhhmN_REurLPXJw0aMB1pJPxZY0k9y3CY/s/597656434/br/84869178512-l
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    WI Badger Bounce Back Plan Gating Criteria for 09/14/2020 (Reported by DHS) 

Indicator Metric Status 

Symptoms Downward trajectory of influenza-like illnesses (ILI) reported within a 14-
day period. 

 

Symptoms Downward trajectory of COVID-like syndromic cases reported with a 14-
day period. 

 

Cases Downward trajectory of positive tests as a percent of total tests within a 
14-day period. 

 

Hospitals 95% of hospitals affirm that they can treat all patients without crisis care. 
 

Hospitals 
95% of all hospitals affirm that they have arranged for testing for all 
symptomatic clinical staff treating patients at the hospital per CDC 
guidelines. 

 

Health  

        care 

Downward trend of COVID-19 cases among health care workers 
calculated weekly. 

 

        
         green indicator = gating criteria met (statistically significant downward trend) 

  red indicator = gating criteria not met 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Area Count Burden Trajectory Trend   Activity 
level 

Portage 259 366.2 High N/A <-> High 
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Glossary of Acronyms: 
 
ADRC – Aging and Disability Center 

CARES Act – Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act 

CDC – Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

COVID-19 (C-19) – Coronavirus Disease 

DATCP – Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection 

DHS – Wisconsin Department of Health Services 

DPI – Department of Public Instruction 

EOC – Emergency Operation Center 

EM – Emergency Management 

EO – Emergency Order 

HO – Health Officer 

IC - Incident Commander 

ICS - Incident Command System 

LHD – local health department 

LTC/SNF – Long Term Care/Skilled Nursing Facility 

PC – Portage County 

PH – public health 

PHAVR – Public Health Analysis, Visualization and Reporting 

PIO – Public Information Officer 

OPS – Operations Section 

SHOW – Survey on the Health of Wisconsin 

SME – Subject Matter Experts 

SPAPSD _ Stevens Point Area Public School District 

WALDAB – Wisconsin Association of Local Health Departments and Boards 

WEAVR – Wisconsin Emergency Assistance Volunteer Registry 

WEDC – Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation  

WEM- Wisconsin Emergency Management 

WEDSS – Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance System 

WING – Wisconsin National Guard Testing 
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