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INCIDENT 
BRIEFING 

1. Incident Name 

Portage County  
COVID-19 2020  

2. Date Prepared 

09/28/2020 

3. Time Prepared 

17:30 

 

Current Cases of COVID-19 
 

    

 Portage County: Total individuals investigated to date: 14,072 (includes 1,464 positive cases,       
53 probable cases, and 12,555 negative cases).  Note: 1,903 suspect cases – which are not 
reportable. 

Data from: CDC · WHO · ECDC for 09/28/2020  

Total hospitalizations of positive cases in Wisconsin at 6.1% with 7,142 (+47) hospitalizations. 84 total 
hospitalizations for Portage County, 0 new hospitalizations 

• Active cases 17,170 (16%). Active cases in Portage Co: 287 (20%) 

• Percent of confirmed cases by race: American Indian (1%), Asian or Pacific Islander (2%), Black 
(10%), White (70%), Multiple or other races (8%), Unknown (9%) 

• Percent of confirmed cases by ethnicity: Hispanic or Latino (17%), Not Hispanic or Latino (69%), 
Unknown (14%) 

• Emergency Department visits: Influenza like illness: 72 visits on 9/26 compared to previous 3-day 
average of 81; COVID-19 like illness: 218 visits on 9/26, compared to previous 3-day average of 
300. 

• Total hospital bed utilization: 81% 

*Starting 6/9/2020, Portage County data is reported through PHAVR 

Data dashboard link: https://coronavirus-response-portage-county-portagecowi.hub.arcgis.com/ 

Cases 
 

Confirmed Negative Fatal Recovered 

Portage 1,464 
(+49) 

 

 

12, 555 
(+59) 

 

4 
 

1,173 
 (80%) 

 

Wisconsin 
 

117,588 
(+1,726) 

  

 
1,405,377 

(+6,159) 

 

1,283 
(+2)  

  

96,727 
(82%) 

United 
States 

 
7,205,867 

(+7,349) 
  

 

  
 

 
208,118 

(+67) 
    

 
3,863,073 

(+9,554) 
  

Global 

 

33,156,812 
(+231,144) 

  
  

 

 

998,696 
(+3,344) 

 
 

 

22,961,436 
(+191,270) 
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5. Prepared by (Name and Position) 

Gary Garske, RS, MPH/ PH Incident Commander  

  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/novel-coronavirus-china
https://coronavirus-response-portage-county-portagecowi.hub.arcgis.com/
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6. Summary of Current Actions 

September 28, 2020 @ 17:30 PM                                                       Public Health ICS Operation Day 193 

  
 07:15  WALHDAB Executive Committee Meeting -UW System letter discussion and supporting  
            WALHDAB COVID-19 response. 
 08:30  PH ICS Daily Briefing and Operations Meeting 

 08:50  Discussion with Exact Sciences concerning missing test results and reporting of negatives  

            test results from PCHHS WING testing for 09/22/20. 

 11:30  NCW HERC: Hospital COVID-19 Critical Update Call 

 12:00  Portage County EMS-Hospital-LTC Meeting 

 13:47  DHS COVID-19 Daily Update for Local and Tribal Health Departments   

• New from CDC:  

o COVID-19 Science Update, September 25, 2020 

o MMWR: Disparities in COVID-19 Incidence, Hospitalizations, and Testing, by Area-Level 

Deprivation--Utah, March 3-July 9, 2020 

• Resources for Community-Based Organizations and Immunization Stakeholders 

• New Social Media Resources from DHS:  

o If you've had close contact... 

o Video from Gov. Evers: It's on all of us to keep our communities healthy and safe 

• Testing 1, 2, 3: a short video to share on social media about how public health practices work together 

to slow epidemics. 

 14:00  DHS HO Forum for COVID-19 Q & A 

• Discussion of School Reopening Plans on the PCA Portal 

• Contract tracing metric presentation – also on the PCA Portal 

• Ruth Sullivan, WEDSS outage/upgrade update.  State DHS will not be conducting contact tracing 

during the outage hours.  Surging staff before and after outage. Concerns with printing and working 

remote. 

• Communication materials (including toolkit) coming out to addres WEDSS outage for LHDs use. 

• Expected dip in activity rate of positive cases – use 7 day rolling average. 

• Best case scenario, expect installation of upgrades to be completed by noon on Saturday.  Saturday 

afternoon will  be used to test and run backlogs (which may have to be started and stopped 

periodically). 

• Should see changes in jurisdiction review by Sunday. Newly processed negative results will by-pass 

staging and be auto processed. 

• Discussion of LHD being beyond capacity to address current surge.  Request for DHS to put out a 

communication to inform residents state wide.  Request for a strategic plan to address next steps of 

response enlight of surge and limitations on local response.  Being clear with the public what to expect 

as a response by public health in messaging. 

 15:00 NCW HERC: Local Strategy Planning Meeting (Vaccination and Ongoing Testing)  
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MjguMjc4NDc5NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLzIwMTktbmNvdi93aGF0cy1uZXctYWxsLmh0bWwifQ.enguzraoV1hTTogEV1ZJvSaj449LxV_KlFdlwSZ_rw4/s/597656434/br/86061985205-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MjguMjc4NDc5NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L2xpYnJhcnkvY292aWQxOS8wOTI1MjBfY292aWR1cGRhdGUuaHRtbCJ9.c2BD9876o1BoDM1FNYkP3sIJLg3ZuEadpFcNf2Wh0Ko/s/597656434/br/86061985205-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MjguMjc4NDc5NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L21td3Ivdm9sdW1lcy82OS93ci9tbTY5MzhhNC5odG0_c19jaWQ9bW02OTM4YTRfeCJ9.S35EB-jQIDsFRX7bVh4q2xeo3_Kjmb_1BFWyVu45Gwo/s/597656434/br/86061985205-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MjguMjc4NDc5NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL1dJREhTL2J1bGxldGlucy8yYTExOWMzIn0.bvIHRa_JQTsTdC2LCyOpKcvsAM83COUDp3-CDCOdDCg/s/597656434/br/86061985205-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MjguMjc4NDc5NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vMTg5NTYwOTE0NDAyOTkwL3Bvc3RzLzUwNTE0NDg0NTE1NDc1MjEvP3NmbnNuPW1vJmV4dGlkPVA2S2pSZWU1bEh2Zm5WUzgifQ.mKBhTSVb12lN-wpcMuwvJ8aS6t4xfc-YfshyKeyvd8M/s/597656434/br/86061985205-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MjguMjc4NDc5NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vMTg5NTYwOTE0NDAyOTkwL3Bvc3RzLzUwNTA0NTMyNjE2NDcwNDAvP3NmbnNuPW1vJmV4dGlkPUtuNVhWeWpTcUVXWXFMYXAifQ.qjb6JcVelt837PDeOA_dvL_INpV3gkw-b_hDjYybBmE/s/597656434/br/86061985205-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MjguMjc4NDc5NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5wdWJsaWNoZWFsdGhwb3N0Lm9yZy92aWV3cG9pbnRzL3Rlc3RpbmctMS0yLTMvIn0.VAl68rfB3bVjilvANJf9OR0dsApBHZIfxXuvx-U4CdY/s/597656434/br/86061985205-l
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    WI Badger Bounce Back Plan Gating Criteria for 09/28/2020 (Reported by DHS) 

Indicator Metric Status 

Symptoms Downward trajectory of influenza-like illnesses (ILI) reported within a 14-
day period. 

 

Symptoms Downward trajectory of COVID-like syndromic cases reported with a 14-
day period. 

 

Cases Downward trajectory of positive tests as a percent of total tests within a 
14-day period. 

 

Hospitals 95% of hospitals affirm that they can treat all patients without crisis care. 
 

Hospitals 
95% of all hospitals affirm that they have arranged for testing for all 
symptomatic clinical staff treating patients at the hospital per CDC 
guidelines. 

 

Health  

        care 

Downward trend of COVID-19 cases among health care workers 
calculated weekly. 

 

        
         green indicator = gating criteria met (statistically significant downward trend) 

  red indicator = gating criteria not met 
 
     

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Area Count Burden Trajectory Trend   Activity 
level 

Portage 477 674.5 High 25.9 ^ High 
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Glossary of Acronyms: 
 
ADRC – Aging and Disability Center 

CARES Act – Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act 

CDC – Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

COVID-19 (C-19) – Coronavirus Disease 

CRT – COVID-19 Response Team 

DATCP – Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection 

DHS – Wisconsin Department of Health Services 

DPI – Department of Public Instruction 

EHR – Electronic Health Record 

EOC – Emergency Operation Center 

EM – Emergency Management 

EO – Emergency Order 

HERC – Healthcare Emergency Readiness Coalition 

HHS – Health and Human Services 

HO – Health Officer 

IC - Incident Commander 

ICS - Incident Command System 

LHD – local health department 

LTC/SNF – Long Term Care/Skilled Nursing Facility 

PC – Portage County 

PH – public health 

PHAVR – Public Health Analysis, Visualization and Reporting 

PIO – Public Information Officer 

OPS – Operations Section 

SHOW – Survey on the Health of Wisconsin 

SME – Subject Matter Experts 

SPAPSD _ Stevens Point Area Public School District 

WALDAB – Wisconsin Association of Local Health Departments and Boards 

WEAVR – Wisconsin Emergency Assistance Volunteer Registry 

WEDC – Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation  

WEM- Wisconsin Emergency Management 

WEDSS – Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance System 

WING – Wisconsin National Guard Testing 
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