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INCIDENT 
BRIEFING 

1. Incident Name 

Portage County  
COVID-19 2020  

2. Date Prepared 

10/01/2020  

3. Time Prepared 

17:00 

 

Current Cases of COVID-19 
 

    

 Portage County: Total individuals investigated to date: 14,839 (includes 1,545 positive cases,       
41 probable cases, and 13,253 negative cases).  Note: 312 suspect cases – which are not 
reportable. 

Data from: CDC · WHO · ECDC for 10/01/2020  

Total hospitalizations of positive cases in Wisconsin at 6.1% with 7,142 (+47) hospitalizations. 89 total 
hospitalizations for Portage County, 4 new hospitalizations 

• Active cases 17,170 (16%). Active cases in Portage Co: 261 (17%) 

• Percent of confirmed cases by race: American Indian (1%), Asian or Pacific Islander (2%), Black 
(9%), White (71%), Multiple or other races (8%), Unknown (9%) 

• Percent of confirmed cases by ethnicity: Hispanic or Latino (16%), Not Hispanic or Latino (70%), 
Unknown (14%) 

• Emergency Department visits: Influenza like illness: 71 visits on 9/29 compared to previous 3-day 
average of 76; COVID-19 like illness: 313 visits on 9/29, compared to previous 3-day average of 
363. 

• Total hospital bed utilization: 83% 

*Starting 6/9/2020, Portage County data is reported through PHAVR 

Data dashboard link: https://coronavirus-response-portage-county-portagecowi.hub.arcgis.com/ 

Cases  
 

Confirmed  Negative  Fatal  Recovered  

Portage  1,545  
(+33) 

 

 

13,253 
(+59) 

 

7  
(+1) 

1,277  
 (83%) 

 

Wisconsin  
 

125,161 
(+2,887) 

  

 
1,434,721 
(+11,474) 

 

1,348 
(+21)  

  

101,669  
(81%) 

United 
States  

 
7,335,558 
(+20,450) 

  

 

  
 

 
210,357 

(+404) 
    

 
3,923,556 

(+7,721) 
  

Global  

 

34,080,123 
   (+294,945) 

  
  

 

 

1,015,815 
(+5,668) 

 
 

 

23,688,865 
(+239,931) 
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5. Prepared by (Name and Position) 

Gary Garske, RS, MPH/ PH Incident Commander  

  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/novel-coronavirus-china
https://coronavirus-response-portage-county-portagecowi.hub.arcgis.com/
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6. Summary of Current Actions 

October 1, 2020 @ 17:00 PM                                                                Public Health ICS Operation Day 196 
  

 07:15  WALHDAB Executive Committee Meeting -Governer’s call and Meeting wCTR Director  
            WALHDAB COVID-19 response. 
 08:30  PH ICS Daily Briefing and Operations Meeting 

 10:00  Portage County Community Testing Site Walk-thru with EMS 

 10:00  Unfied Command/Regional Medical Meeting 

 11:00  UWSP/PCHHS COVID-19 Standing Meeting 

 13:00  Portage County – Recurring DMA Call for WING Squad Support 

 13:03  DHS COVID-19 Daily Update for Local and Tribal Health Departments   

• New DHS Videos:  
o Tom Farley (Chris Farley's Brother): Being a "First Responder" for Those You Love  

o Dr. Ryan Westergaard: Keeping Social Circles Small  

o DPH Interim Administrator Stephanie Smiley: Masks Are an Important Tool  

• Throw-back Thursday: All Washed Up  

o Fourteen-year-old scientist Hyrum Grenny cracks the code on how to get kids to wash their 

hands, and in doing so, exposes insightful strategies for influencing behavior change. 

• ELC Funding for Local and Tribal Health Department COVID-19 Prevention and Response 

• ForwardHealth: Delay in Printing and Mailing Letters Regarding Additional FoodShare Benefits for 

September 

• Updated from CDC:  

o Interim Guidance for Case Investigation and Contact Tracing in Institutions of Higher 

Education 

o Testing, Screening, and Outbreak Response for Institutions of Higher Education 

• New Definitions of Health Literacy Released 

• State of Wisconsin COVID-19 Response: Situation to Date, September 28, 2020 

 13:30  DHS Media Briefing to Update Status of Wisconsin’s COVID-19 Response 

 14:00  DHS HO Forum for COVID-19 Q & A 

• WEDSS Upgrade has been postponed to October 16-18, 2020 

• List of identified establishments with outbreaks to be posted on DHS by Friday as a result of an open 

records request. Only establishments with 25 or more emplyees will be posted.  List is in the PCA 

Portal. 

• Contact tracers at DHS around 300, goal is to have 400.  There are 1200 contact tracers state wide 

including those hired by LHDs. 

• Discussion of antigen testing and how to record or recognize results. 

 15:21  DHS COVID-19:  Gov. Evers, Secretary-designee Palm Issue Order to Expand Healthcare 

            Workforce 

 15:25  DHS WEDSS:  Date Change for WEDSS Upgrade Weekend 

 16:00  DHS: COVID-19 Testing Update 

 16:48  DHS BCD Memo: 2020-28  -  Guidance related to viral whole genome sequencing of SARS- 

            CoV-2 for the public health response  
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDEuMjgwNTYyMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vREhTV0kvdmlkZW9zLzEyODk3NTk1NjQ3MDYzMDkifQ.4iwPCMn84c1nPwD3jLTDEcsLFFJUTZsP_kHJXkphEpQ/s/597656434/br/86266455400-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDEuMjgwNTYyMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vREhTV0kvdmlkZW9zLzgwNDg0Mjc2MDI2MzkyNCJ9.X0kND2EL01BQs0ysfrFQKLud_TQp8gxey4SAGCPGACo/s/597656434/br/86266455400-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDEuMjgwNTYyMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vREhTV0kvdmlkZW9zL3N0ZXBoYW5pZS1zbWlsZXktbWFza3MtYXJlLWFuLWltcG9ydGFudC10b29sLzE3MDg0Njg0MTkzMDQ4MTMvP19fc29fXz1wZXJtYWxpbmsmX19ydl9fPXJlbGF0ZWRfdmlkZW9zIn0.w45y5bji01in9bw0zzgsvXXb93U4ouTdB0hNTTmkptY/s/597656434/br/86266455400-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDEuMjgwNTYyMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy55b3V0dWJlLmNvbS93YXRjaD92PW9zVXd1a1hTZDBrIn0.IQBENjw0ggL5i2QqxXEa32RlKqI15UoBAYdqFvfU8Aw/s/597656434/br/86266455400-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDEuMjgwNTYyMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL1dJREhTL2J1bGxldGlucy8yYTM4ZDc3In0.SmNqVUuapbWhKYWMkccj7em4pxxznbx4n7VOmuRKucc/s/597656434/br/86266455400-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDEuMjgwNTYyMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL1dJREhTL2J1bGxldGlucy8yYTM1MjBkIn0.9rDvtXK5_oZ2jPD9EY1j-ixfuGTqVvhrgXI1IXTeBSo/s/597656434/br/86266455400-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDEuMjgwNTYyMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL1dJREhTL2J1bGxldGlucy8yYTM1MjBkIn0.9rDvtXK5_oZ2jPD9EY1j-ixfuGTqVvhrgXI1IXTeBSo/s/597656434/br/86266455400-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDEuMjgwNTYyMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLzIwMTktbmNvdi93aGF0cy1uZXctYWxsLmh0bWwifQ.MWNfz211mxcaOAxOs3s4gPl17ZOORqFrnU5eXYTROQE/s/597656434/br/86266455400-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDEuMjgwNTYyMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLzIwMTktbmNvdi9jb21tdW5pdHkvY29sbGVnZXMtdW5pdmVyc2l0aWVzL2NvbnRhY3QtdHJhY2luZy5odG1sIn0.5VGKLhnEwU-CnO0vUASHQng-PIADnDRrJqa7WWYOkVI/s/597656434/br/86266455400-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDEuMjgwNTYyMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLzIwMTktbmNvdi9jb21tdW5pdHkvY29sbGVnZXMtdW5pdmVyc2l0aWVzL2NvbnRhY3QtdHJhY2luZy5odG1sIn0.5VGKLhnEwU-CnO0vUASHQng-PIADnDRrJqa7WWYOkVI/s/597656434/br/86266455400-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDEuMjgwNTYyMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLzIwMTktbmNvdi9jb21tdW5pdHkvY29sbGVnZXMtdW5pdmVyc2l0aWVzL2loZS10ZXN0aW5nLmh0bWwifQ._dZZPWDN6388Xwb0jqrv5_bAtfnvRjW8wYJUJrosu7o/s/597656434/br/86266455400-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDEuMjgwNTYyMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L2hlYWx0aGxpdGVyYWN5L2xlYXJuL2luZGV4Lmh0bWwifQ.iV9xyi84tnM_tLyeSGsA4Frbsp7_DKlHNX9252BOdFM/s/597656434/br/86266455400-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDEuMjgwNTYyMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL3RvcGljX2ZpbGVzL1dJREhTL1dJREhTXzE3Mi8yMDIwLzA5LzI5L2ZpbGVfYXR0YWNobWVudHMvMTU1ODAwMS85LjI4LjIwJTIwU0VPQyUyMENvcm9uYXZpcnVzJTIwU2l0cmVwX18xNTU4MDAxLnBkZiJ9.7-N1QoTbW3sfJvHJNk12vO5MAA5Pi4gclP1OZpOY2Kc/s/597656434/br/86266455400-l
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COVID-19 Disease Activity 

 Case Activity CLI Activity ILI Activity 

Wisconsin  Very High Medium Low  

Portage County Very High High Low 

Updated 9/30/2020 for a two week range: 09/16/2020 – 09/29/2020. 

CLI = COVID Like Illness  ILI = Influenza Like Illness 

 
 

Activity 

 

Burden 

(per 100,00) 

 

Trajectory 

 

Cases over time 

  

718.3 

 

No significant 
change 

 
Very High Very High  

 

COVID-19 Hospital Capacity 

North Central Region 

Trajectory of COVID 
Patient 

Hospitalizations 

 

Hospital Beds 

 

ICU Beds 

 

Ventilators 

Growing 81.8% 80.6% 15.9% 

By 72% In use In use In use 

Updated: 09/30/2020 for a two week range:09/16/2020 – 09/29/2020 (EMResource Data) 
 

CS 209 
 
Page 3 



 
Portage County COVID-19 2020                                            ICS Form 209, SITUATION REPORT 

 

Portage County Health and Human Services – Division of Public Health | Department Operations Center 

Glossary of Acronyms: 
 
ADRC – Aging and Disability Center 

CARES Act – Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act 

CDC – Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

COVID-19 (C-19) – Coronavirus Disease 

CRT – COVID-19 Response Team 

DATCP – Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection 

DHS – Wisconsin Department of Health Services 

DPI – Department of Public Instruction 

EHR – Electronic Health Record 

EOC – Emergency Operation Center 

EM – Emergency Management 

EO – Emergency Order 

HERC – Healthcare Emergency Readiness Coalition 

HHS – Health and Human Services 

HO – Health Officer 

IC - Incident Commander 

ICS - Incident Command System 

LHD – local health department 

LTC/SNF – Long Term Care/Skilled Nursing Facility 

PC – Portage County 

PH – public health 

PHAVR – Public Health Analysis, Visualization and Reporting 

PIO – Public Information Officer 

OPS – Operations Section 

SHOW – Survey on the Health of Wisconsin 

SME – Subject Matter Experts 

SPAPSD _ Stevens Point Area Public School District 

WALDAB – Wisconsin Association of Local Health Departments and Boards 

WEAVR – Wisconsin Emergency Assistance Volunteer Registry 

WEDC – Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation  

WEM- Wisconsin Emergency Management 

WEDSS – Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance System 

WING – Wisconsin National Guard Testing 
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