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INCIDENT 
BRIEFING 

1. Incident Name 

Portage County  
COVID-19 2020  

2. Date Prepared 

10/05/2020 

3. Time Prepared 

17:30 

 

Current Cases of COVID-19 

Cases 
 

Confirmed Negative Fatal  Recovered 

Portage 1,702 
(+31) 

 

 
13,763 
(+219) 

 

9 
(+2)(1%) 

1,401 
 (82%) 

 

Wisconsin 
 

134,359 
(+1,696) 

  

 
1,472,577 
(+6,864) 

 
1,381 
(+4)  

  

108,371 
(81%) 

United States 
 

7,544,665 
(+41,323) 

  
 

  
 

 
213,375 
(+344) 

    

 
4,903,059 
(+30,614) 

  

Global  
 

35,339,125 
(+327,803) 

  
  

 
 

1,039,120 
(+4,255) 

 
 

 
24,571,309 
(+206,747) 

      

      Portage County: Total individuals investigated to date: 15,507 (includes 1,702 positive cases, 42 
probable cases, and 13,763 negative cases).  Note: 240 suspect cases – which are not reportable.                                                     
Data from: CDC · WHO · ECDC for 10/05/2020  

Total hospitalizations of positive cases in Wisconsin at 6% with 7,702 (+56) hospitalizations. 93 total 
hospitalizations for Portage County, 1 new hospitalization 

• Active cases 17,170 (16%). Active cases in Portage Co: 292 (17%) 

• Percent of confirmed cases by race: American Indian (1%), Asian or Pacific Islander (2%), Black 
(9%), White (71%), Multiple or other races (8%), Unknown (9%) 

• Percent of confirmed cases by ethnicity: Hispanic or Latino (16%), Not Hispanic or Latino (70%), 
Unknown (14%) 

• Emergency Department visits: With the data dashboard upgrades, the way influenza-like illness and 
COVID-19-like illness are displayed will be changing. For now, this information can be found on the 
DHS website. 

• COVID-19-like Illness: From the week of 9/16-9/29, Wisconsin's CLI is at medium activity with a 
shrinking trajectory. 

• Total hospital bed utilization: 81% 

*Starting 6/9/2020, Portage County data is reported through PHAVR 

Data dashboard link: https://coronavirus-response-portage-county-portagecowi.hub.arcgis.com/ 
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5. Prepared by (Name and Position) 

Gary Garske, RS, MPH/ PH Incident Commander  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/novel-coronavirus-china
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/disease.htm
https://coronavirus-response-portage-county-portagecowi.hub.arcgis.com/
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6. Summary of Current Actions 

October 5, 2020 @ 17:30 PM                                                                          Public Health ICS Operation Day 200 

  Notes: 

• Positive cases of COVID-19 continue to surge in Portage County.  62 cases for 10/2/20 and 32 cases for 
10/3/20  

• Two additional fatalities related to COVID-19 were reported for Portage County. 

• The community testing site at the ADRC will offering testing this week on Tuesday, from 1:00 pm until 5:00 
pm and on Thursday, from 9:00 am until 1:00 pm. 

• Pierce County Court will hear testimony regarding a possible injunction on the current state-wide masking 
mandate beginning at 3:00 pm today. 

• PH ICS Situation Reports will only occur on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays starting today. 

 07:15  WALHDAB Executive Committee Meeting – Discussion of antigen testing results and PCR confirmation 
 08:30  PH ICS Daily Briefing and Operations Meeting 

 10:00  Unified Command/Regional Medical Coordination Call 

 12:00  Portage County EMS-Hospital-LTC Meeting  
 

 13:26  COVID-19 Daily Update for Local and Tribal Health Departments 

• Governor Evers declares October 4, 2020, COVID Remembrance Day 

• Here and Now: Health Secretary on COVID Surge  

• CMP Grants Available to Federally Certified Nursing Homes for In-Person Visitation Aids 

• BCD: Lessons Learned from early Infection Control and Response Visits (ICARs) with LTCF: Topic 4 

• New CDC Resources:  

o Interim Guidance for Case Investigation and Contact Tracing in K-12 Schools 

o Interim Guidance for Case Investigation and Contact Tracing in Institutions of Higher Education 

(IHEs) 

• Updated CDC Resources:  

o How COVID-19 Spreads 

o Data on COVID-19 during Pregnancy 

o COVID-19 Travel Recommendations by Destination 

o Testing, Screening, and Outbreak Response for Institutions of Higher Education (IHEs) 

• Updated DHS Resources:  

o FAQs for LTHDs on School Guidance 

o Guidelines for the Prevention, Investigation, and Control of COVID-19 Outbreaks in K-12 Schools 

in Wisconsin 

• State of Wisconsin COVID-19 Response: Situation to Date, October 1, 2020  
 

 14:00  DHS HO Forum for COVID-19 Q & A (Metric Monday) 

• Kate McCoy discussed new DHS Data Dash Board (updated 9/30/20): COVID-19 Disease Activity – can 

toggle in time and access data from previous weeks. Burden and tracjectory highlighted. 

• Discussion of CLI and ILI Activity 

• Discussion of COVID-19 Hospital Capacity: bed use, ICU beds, and ventilator use. Question regarding 

staffing data. 

• Discussion of available beds and licensed beds. 

• Discussion of COVID-19 mitigration strategies use with data dash board. 

• Discussion of including data from asymptomatic students for school data. 

• Discussion of inclusion of a “critical level” similar to Harvard “Red Zone” 

15:11  DHS COVID-19 press release: Gov. Evers Announces nearly $50 million in COVID-19 Support for  
           Wisconsinites   
 

 

ICS 209 

 

Page 2 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDUuMjgyMjQ3MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vR292ZXJub3JUb255RXZlcnMvcGhvdG9zL2EuMzYxNzc3NDE3OTA1MDUzLzgwMDMyNjYyNDA1MDEyOC8ifQ._VRM0eDdnkRDHpj7xR5X-_4M3Mg20WzH1baAbELmW8M/s/597656434/br/86422574016-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDUuMjgyMjQ3MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3ZpZGVvLnBic3dpc2NvbnNpbi5vcmcvdmlkZW8vaGVhbHRoLXNlY3JldGFyeS1jb3ZpZC1zdXJnZS00N2lid2EvIn0.7XHCcXSs9BCZ6VZECSLrLf8AsO9AwN7qw6fIDJ-6lsM/s/597656434/br/86422574016-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDUuMjgyMjQ3MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL1dJREhTL2J1bGxldGlucy8yYTQ0MTFmIn0.LwFvHijN94AmdYaTOzzZSTH7FDiMvmc4kobcsw87ITM/s/597656434/br/86422574016-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDUuMjgyMjQ3MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL1dJREhTL2J1bGxldGlucy8yYTMxYmJlIn0.m4wGamH9DPnNrrpAv2h78p4Fr99aXjM7pTrjhc1KvlE/s/597656434/br/86422574016-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDUuMjgyMjQ3MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLzIwMTktbmNvdi9jb21tdW5pdHkvc2Nob29scy1jaGlsZGNhcmUvY29udGFjdC10cmFjaW5nLmh0bWwifQ.1AuSef1dz13AABIzJpPhQ9pAIIlvxRbrmSo56MZvQSU/s/597656434/br/86422574016-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDUuMjgyMjQ3MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLzIwMTktbmNvdi9jb21tdW5pdHkvY29sbGVnZXMtdW5pdmVyc2l0aWVzL2NvbnRhY3QtdHJhY2luZy5odG1sIn0.GqKOFWFF73lAnTNGjB03OM1fPeNuru_Imi_Qj6Kxjxs/s/597656434/br/86422574016-l
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COVID-19 Disease Activity 

 Case Activity CLI Activity ILI Activity 

Wisconsin  Very High Medium Low  

Portage County Very High High Low 

Updated 9/30/2020 for a two week range: 09/16/2020 – 09/29/2020. 

CLI = COVID Like Illness  ILI = Influenza Like Illness 

 
 

Activity 

 

Burden 

(per 100,00) 

 

Trajectory 

 

Cases over time 

  

718.3 

 

No significant 
change 

 
Very High Very High  

 

COVID-19 Hospital Capacity 

North Central Region 

Trajectory of COVID 
Patient 

Hospitalizations 

 

Hospital Beds 

 

ICU Beds 

 

Ventilators 

Growing 81.8% 80.6% 15.9% 

By 72% In use In use In use 

Updated: 09/30/2020 for a two week range:09/16/2020 – 09/29/2020 (EMResource Data) 
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Glossary of Acronyms: 
 
ADRC – Aging and Disability Center 

CARES Act – Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act 

CDC – Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

COVID-19 (C-19) – Coronavirus Disease 

CRT – COVID-19 Response Team 

DATCP – Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection 

DHS – Wisconsin Department of Health Services 

DPI – Department of Public Instruction 

EHR – Electronic Health Record 

EOC – Emergency Operation Center 

EM – Emergency Management 

EO – Emergency Order 

HERC – Healthcare Emergency Readiness Coalition 

HHS – Health and Human Services 

HO – Health Officer 

IC - Incident Commander 

ICS - Incident Command System 

LHD – local health department 

LTC/SNF – Long Term Care/Skilled Nursing Facility 

PC – Portage County 

PH – public health 

PHAVR – Public Health Analysis, Visualization and Reporting 

PIO – Public Information Officer 

OPS – Operations Section 

SHOW – Survey on the Health of Wisconsin 

SME – Subject Matter Experts 

SPAPSD _ Stevens Point Area Public School District 

WALDAB – Wisconsin Association of Local Health Departments and Boards 

WEAVR – Wisconsin Emergency Assistance Volunteer Registry 

WEDC – Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation  

WEM- Wisconsin Emergency Management 

WEDSS – Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance System 

WING – Wisconsin National Guard Testing 
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