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LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Conference Room 5, Courthouse Annex 

Stevens Point, WI 54481 
January 6, 2009 

 
 

Members present:   Don Aanrud, Richard Barden, Robert Brilowski, Dale O’Brien, William 
Peterson, Mike Wiza 
 
Others present: Ty Larson, Natural Resources Conservation Service; Steve Bradley and 
Patty Benedict, Planning and Zoning Department, Land Conservation Division. 
 
1. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chair Wiza. 
 
2. Review/Approval – Minutes of December 2, 2008  
Motion by Barden, second by O’Brien to approve minutes as presented.  Motion carried by 
voice vote. 
  
3. Correspondence 
Bradley reported on the venison donation program for 2008.  In 2007, 213 deer were 
donated, and in 2008, 88 deer were donated.  Bradley also reported an amendment was 
made to the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP), extending eligibility 
through 2013.  Portage County has been participating with CREP since 2002.    
 
4. Review/Approval – Vouchers, Purchases, and Reimbursements 
After explanations regarding the CWWP office rent, the TRM grant program, and tree 
planter fund expenses, Barden moved and Peterson seconded the motion to approve 
voucher approval numbers 20080788, 20080816, 20090013, and 20090029.  Motion carried 
by voice vote.  Special meeting attendance approvals were given for:  Wiza attending a 
meeting regarding logging at “The Pipe” at the Town of Hull Hall on December 10; and 
O’Brien attending the Little Plover River meeting at the County Annex on December 11. 
 
Wiza read the Public Notice statement:  Members of the public who wish to address the 
Committee on specific agenda items must register their request at this time, with such 
comments subject to the reasonable control of the Committee Chair as set forth in Robert’s 
Rules of Order.   No one registered to speak. 
 
 
5. Natural Resources Conservation Service Report 
Larson reported he has been reviewing open contracts in preparation for a national audit.  
Signup is underway for the Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP).  Larson said 
there is a lot of interest.  
 
6. Review/Approval - Conservation Plans 
No plans presented. 
 
7. Committee Representative Reports 
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a. Lakes Management District (Peterson) – Due to the drawdown on McDill Pond, 
Peterson reported fishing will not be allowed until possibly May or June, after the water level 
is restored.  Bradley reported the Tree Lake Association workgroup will hold their final lake 
planning meeting the end of January.  Lake Helen is finishing their lake management plan.   
b. Resource Conservation & Development Area (Brilowski) – No report. 
c.   North Central Area Land Conservation Association (Peterson) – No information has 
been received regarding the Annual Planning meeting yet.  When information is available, 
Benedict will contact LCC members.     
d. Central Wisconsin Windshed Partners (Brilowski) – Brilowski attended the December 
15, 2008 meeting in Hancock.  He reported 17.4 miles of windbreaks were installed in 2008, 
as well as 18,000 other trees planted.  In 2009, a wildlife habitat planting and food plots will 
be planted in Adams County.  An estimated 10-12 miles of windbreaks are being planned.  
The CWWP Board approved increasing the charge per tach hour on the Fee Schedule from 
$50 to $75 for prep, tractor use, and mowing services.  The 2008 Plan of Work 
accomplishments were reviewed, and the 2009 Plan of Work was discussed.  The next 
meeting is scheduled for February 23.       
e. Portage County Drainage District (O’Brien) – No report.  
f. Mill Creek Watershed (Barden) – No report. 
g. Little Plover River (Peterson) -  Bradley reported the flow report at Hoover Avenue as 
of December 1, 2008 was four cubic feet per second (cfs) and one cfs at County Road R.  
The readings are similar to the same time last year, a historic low.  It was noted that rainfall 
in 2008 was well below average.  Discussion took place on the possibility of rezoning some 
of the agricultural land to allow low density residential; however, because the towns have 
their Comprehensive Plans completed, they may not want to amend their Plans.  The Town 
of Sharon Chair was in attendance and indicated the Town would consider rezoning 
requests on a case by case basis.  The Villages of Plover and Whiting are investigating a 
new joint well outside of the Little Plover River Watershed.   Bradley reported Del Monte had 
been using their non contact cooling water for field irrigation until it became too cold.  
O’Brien said millions of gallons were hauled to the south, and felt it should have been 
hauled to the north, to benefit the Little Plover River.  However, some of the water contained 
potato waste, and farmers did not want it spread on next year’s potato fields, fearing 
disease.  O’Brien feels there are other options Del Monte could have used for applying the 
waste water.  He also believes the farmers may be getting discouraged with the Little Plover 
River group as they are making the majority of the financial sacrifices and may have 
pumping reduction plans imposed upon them.  O’Brien said the Village of Plover mentioned 
a plan to divert spring runoff from the Arnott bluff to a holding pond and create a ditch to 
feed the Little Plover River throughout the summer.  Bradley said this is a good idea, but 
one of the limitations is finding a landowner willing to give up land.  Bradley also reported 
the DNR plans to initiate the public hearing process in early 2009 to set the public rights 
stage at four cfs.  However, because the Little Plover River is groundwater fed and 
withdrawals are through groundwater, the DNR is investigating to make certain they have 
legal authority to enforce a public rights stage.  The next meeting is April 8, with a possible 
public hearing prior to the meeting.   
 
Wiza gave an update on the logging operation at “The Pipe”.  A contract was drafted and 
reviewed.  A $10,000 cash bond is required, and all drivers must be insured.  Wiza 
understood that all permits have been issued.  The temporary bridge material is in place.  
An ordinance restricting parking in the area was passed at the Town of Hull Board meeting. 



 
 

3 

 Wiza stated the permits are valid for 90 days from the date of issuance; however, the 
temporary bridge must be removed before spring thaw.            
 
8.  Report – Wisconsin Land & Water Conservation Association (WLWCA) Annual 
Conference 
Bradley reported he attended the WLWCA Conference on Friday, December 12 to vote on 
the resolutions.  He said with minor changes and friendly amendments to some of the 
resolutions, all were approved. He added all were in favor of the resolution regarding 
allowing wildlife damage claims for sandhill cranes; however because they are not a hunted 
species, damages caused by sandhill cranes are not eligible for claims.  The resolution was 
amended to state the WLWCA does not support an open season on sandhill cranes, but 
does support damage claim payments.  In order for this resolution to be considered, the law 
must be changed to allow damage claims for non hunted species.  Bradley said there was a 
lengthy discussion on the resolution regarding regulation of dry hydrants to prevent the 
spread of aquatic invasive species.  Concerns were raised regarding limiting fire department 
access to dry hydrants.  Language was included in the resolution exempting fire 
departments while actively engaged in fire suppression.       
 
9. Watershed Projects 
a. Updates – Bradley reported the Kevin Skinner manure storage project in the Town of 
Eau Pleine is complete. 
 
b. Review/Approval - Cost Share Contracts – No contracts presented. 
 
10.  Next Meeting Date 
The next meeting date is scheduled for February 3 at 5:00 p.m. in Conference Room 5, 
County Annex. 
 
11.  Adjournment 
Wiza adjourned the meeting at 5:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
                         
                        
Patty Benedict, Recording Secretary                                 
 
 
Minutes approved at                                                 Land Conservation Committee meeting. 
 
 
                                                                                                                   
Mike Wiza, Chair     Robert Brilowski, Secretary 
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LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Conference Room 5, County Annex 

Stevens Point, WI 54481 
September 1, 2009   

Members present:   Don Aanrud, Richard Barden, Robert Brilowski, William Peterson, Mike 
Wiza  

Member excused:  Dale O’Brien  

Others present: Ty Larson, Natural Resources Conservation Service; Barry Benson, USDA-
APHIS Wildlife Services; Mike McKenna, Corporation Counsel, Pam Riggs, Lake Jacqueline 
District; Bob Chojnowski, Conservation Congress; Steve Bradley and Patty Benedict, 
Planning and Zoning Department, Land Conservation Division.  

1. Call to Order

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chair Wiza.   

Wiza read the Public Notice statement:  Members of the public who wish to address the 
Committee on specific agenda items must register their request at this time, with such 
comments subject to the reasonable control of the Committee Chair as set forth in Robert’s 
Rules of Order.  Bob Chojnowski registered to speak regarding Agenda Item #8.  

2. Review/Approval – Minutes of August 4, 2009

  

Motion by Barden, second by Peterson to approve minutes as presented.  Motion carried by 
voice vote.   

3. Correspondence

 

Wiza referred to meeting packets, containing a draft letter for Agenda Item #9, and the 
Thursday Note.  Wiza also noted he has correspondence relating to Agenda Item #8.   

4. Review Vouchers, Review/Approval – Purchases and Procurement Card

 

Voucher approval numbers 20090560 and 20090591 were reviewed.  Wiza questioned the 
membership fee for Northern Tool on the procurement card for the CWWP.  Benedict said 
the membership allows the CWWP to receive discounted prices.  Motion by Barden, second 
by Brilowski to approve the procurement card purchases.  Motion carried by voice vote.  

5. Natural Resources Conservation Service Report

 

Larson reported the Federal government fiscal year ends September 30.  He has been 
reporting progress and accomplishments for projects in the county.  A number of waivers 
were granted for contracts which were not officially approved prior to installation of practices.  
He is working on paying those contracts.  Larson stated signup has started for the 

Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP).  It is open to all producers with Farm Service 
Agency records as well as nonindustrial private forest landowners.  The CSP pays 
landowners for conservation implemented on their property to date.  The national average 
payment is $18 per acre per year for five years.  Larson submitted an article to the Portage 
County Gazette to promote the CSP.           

6. Review/Approval - Conservation Plans

 

No conservation plans presented.  

Chair Wiza suggested moving Agenda Item #8 before Agenda Item #7.  There were no 
objections.   
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8. Discussion/Possible Action – Wisconsin Conservation Congress Funding

 
Wiza stated Chojnowski researched and supplied updated information regarding the State 
Attorney General’s outdated opinion from 1972 that providing funding to the Conservation 
Congress was not legal.  McKenna verified there is a current State Statute that permits, but 
does not mandate, funding expenses for the Conservation Congress.  Wiza spoke with Mark 
Maslowski, County Executive, who is willing to fund $500 out of his budget in 2009, and 
asked the LCC to review and make a recommendation.  Wiza added Maslowski will not 
provide funding in 2010 and suggested requesting funding in subsequent years through the 
Finance Committee.  Motion by Barden, second by Wiza to make a recommendation to the 
County Executive to grant $500 out of the County Executive’s budget to the Wisconsin 
Conservation Congress for 2009 to offset expenses.  Motion carried, 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 
excused.  Wiza asked Benedict to draft a letter addressed to the County Executive regarding 
the recommendation.  Motion by Barden, second by Brilowski to make a recommendation to 
the Finance Committee to fund $500 out of the 2010 budget for the Conservation Congress.  
Motion carried, 5 ayes, 0 nays, 1 excused.  Wiza informed Chojnowski the LCC is making 

the recommendations, but the funding is not guaranteed.  Wiza asked Benedict to draft a 
letter addressed to the Finance Committee regarding the recommendation.  Wiza noted 
documentation will be required for reimbursement of expenses, and informed Chojnowski he 
should plan to appear at the Finance Committee meeting.          

7. Committee Representative Reports

 

a. Lakes Management District (Peterson) – Peterson stated McDill Pond is having issues 
with Eurasian Water Milfoil (EWM).  He also reported a drawdown will take place to make 
repairs to the dam at Jordan Park.  Work will begin the week of September 7.  Wiza added 
dredging will be done to create a silt trap.  Riggs reported the Lake Jacqueline District 
received a letter from the DNR accepting the changes to the boat landing.  A compromise 
was reached with the Town of Sharon.  The Town is considering assessing a boat launch 
fee at their next meeting, with the proceeds going toward stocking fish and lake 
maintenance.  Collection and distribution of the fees is yet to be determined.  Riggs said the 
DNR has not indicated when the construction will begin on the boat launch.  She added a 
representative from the Lake Jacqualine District will be present during construction.  
b. Resource Conservation & Development Area (Brilowski) – No meeting. 
c.   North Central Area Land Conservation Association (Peterson) – No one was able to 
attend the Summer Tour in Florence County.   
d. Central Wisconsin Windshed Partners (Brilowski) – Brilowski attended the meeting 
on August 24.  For 2009, 14.8 miles of windbreaks were estimated, 15.2 were planted.  An 
additional 8,700 trees and shrubs were machine planted and 325 were hand planted.  The 
majority of the windbreak installations were done by Rohde and Ewan.  LTEs were hired to 
assist with the fabric installation.     
e. Portage County Drainage District (O’Brien) –  No report. 
f. Mill Creek Watershed (Barden) – No meeting. 
g. Little Plover River (Peterson) – Bradley reported the flow is still low.  A couple of 
growers used their irrigation wells, pumping 40 million gallons this summer to feed the river 
so it wouldn’t dry up.  The public rights stage was set at 4 cubic feet per second (cfs); 
however, even with spring flow it did not reach 3 cfs.  Wiza asked if public recognition was 
given to the growers that voluntarily used their irrigation wells.  Bradley replied the work 
group gave recognition, which will be reflected in the meeting notes.  He added that Del 
Monte and the Village of Plover each contributed $2,500 toward the cost of augmentation.  
This summer, Del Monte pumped 12 million gallons of clean cooling water into the road ditch 
which flows north toward the river, and will continue to do so through the processing season.  
Bradley said the UWSP plans to do a model to determine how much flow is reaching the 

river, along with a cost/benefit analysis.     
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9. Discussion/Possible Action – Letter of Support:  Tax Incentives for Conservation 
Easements

 
A draft letter addressed to Senators Kohl and Feingold, and Representative Obey was 
included in the LCC packets.  Bradley pointed out there are currently 538 acres in 
easements with the North Central Conservancy Trust in Portage County.  Motion by 
Brilowski, second by Barden to authorize sending the letters.  Motion carried by voice vote.  
Wiza signed the letters.      

10. Discussion/Possible Action – Venison Donation Program

 

Benson reported $17,400 was included for the venison donation program when the 2010 
budget was approved.  The DNR didn’t think they had adequate funding and cut the line 
item.  The funding has been restored and Benson requested approval from the LCC.  The 
processors, R&R Meats and People’ Meat Market, will be reimbursed $50 per deer.  Motion 
by Wiza, second by Barden to accept $17,400 to participate in the venison donation 
program.  Motion carried by voice vote.       

11. Report – Wildlife Damage Program Changes

 

When the Governor signed the budget, Benson explained changes were made to the Wildlife 
Damage Program.  The deductible for wildlife damage claims was increased from $250 to 
$500, and the maximum claim was decreased from $15,000 to $10,000.  Participants 
received a letter from the DNR explaining the changes.  Bradley noted a one time transfer of 
$350,000 from the recycling/energy fund to the wildlife damage program was included in the 
2011 State budget.        
   
12. Watershed Projects

 

a. Updates – No report.  

b. Review/Approval - Cost Share Contracts – Bradley presented a cost share contract for 
Kyle Altmann for a DNR Targeted Runoff Management grant.  The total manure storage 
project cost is estimated at $260,000, with the cost share grant covering $150,000.  Motion 
by Brilowski, second by Peterson to approve the cost share contract.  Motion carried by 
voice vote.   

13. Next Meeting Date

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 6 at 5:00 p.m. in Conference Room 5, 
County Annex.  

14. Adjournment

 

Wiza adjourned the meeting at 5:40 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,  

                         
                        
Patty Benedict, Recording Secretary                                   

Minutes approved at                                                

 

Land Conservation Committee meeting.   

                                            

  

                                                                     
Mike Wiza, Chair     Robert Brilowski, Secretary  



This document was created with Win2PDF available at http://www.daneprairie.com.
The unregistered version of Win2PDF is for evaluation or non-commercial use only.

http://www.daneprairie.com








 
 

1 

LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Conference Room 5, County Annex 

Stevens Point, WI 54481 
November 3, 2009 

 
 

Members present:  Richard Barden, Robert Brilowski, Dale O’Brien, William Peterson, Mike 
Wiza 
 
Excused:  Don Aanrud 
 
Others present: Ty Larson, Natural Resources Conservation Service; Barry Benson, USDA-
APHIS Wildlife Services; Pam Riggs, Lake Jacqueline District; Bob Chojnowski, Wisconsin 
Conservation Congress; Steve Brazzale, Planning and Zoning Department Director; Steve 
Bradley and Patty Benedict, Planning and Zoning Department, Land Conservation Division. 
 
1. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chair Wiza. 
  
2. At Approximately 5:00 p.m. Adjourn into Executive Session as Specified in Section 
19.85(1)(c) of the Wisconsin Statutes to Discuss Performance Evaluation of the County 
Conservationist 
Motion by O’Brien, second by Barden to adjourn into Executive Session.  Motion carried 
unanimously by roll call vote.  Adjourned into Executive Session at 5:00 p.m. 
   
3. At Approximately 5:15 p.m. Return to Open Session for Action on Above Performance 
Evaluation  
Motion by Peterson, second by Brilowski to return to Open Session.  Motion carried 
unanimously by roll call vote.  Motion by Wiza, second by Barden to direct Steve Brazzale to 
add, under supervisor’s comments on the evaluation form, that the LCC is very satisfied 
with Bradley’s work.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
 
Wiza read the Public Notice statement:  Members of the public who wish to address the 
Committee on specific agenda items must register their request at this time, with such 
comments subject to the reasonable control of the Committee Chair as set forth in Robert’s 
Rules of Order.  No one registered. 
 
4. Review/Approval – Minutes of October 6, 2009   
Motion by O’Brien, second by Barden to approve minutes as presented.  Motion carried by 
voice vote. 
  
5. Correspondence 
Wiza received a letter from the Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation Association 
(WLWCA) with general information about the WLWCA and a request to have dues paid by 
May 31, 2010.  Wiza also reminded members the DNR is holding a public hearing regarding 
deer hunting at 7:00 p.m. tonight in Conference Rooms 1 and 2.   He also stated Senator 
Feingold will hold a public listening session in Stevens Point on November 12.  Members 
were encouraged to read the Thursday Note included in their meeting packets.    
 
6. Review Vouchers, Review/Approval – Purchases and Procurement Card 
Voucher approval numbers 20090715, 20090734, and 20090767 were reviewed as well as 
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a procurement card purchase in the amount of $10.34.  Special meeting attendance 
requests were approved for Peterson attending the Little Plover River meeting on October 
14 at the County Annex; the McDill Pond Rehabilitation District meeting on October 27 at 
Ben Franklin School; and Peterson, Brilowski, and Barden attending the North Central Land 
and Water Conservation Association Poster and Speaking Contest on October 29 at the 
Wausau School Forest. 
 
7. Natural Resources Conservation Service Report 
Larson announced he has accepted a position in Appleton as Assistant State 
Conservationist for Field Operations.  He will supervise 30 employees covering 
approximately 20 counties.  He has started in the new position, but will continue to work in 
the Stevens Point NRCS office on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Larson reported 17 
applications were received for the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) and are being 
processed.  He hopes to know which are approved for contracts by the end of November.  
In December, staff will go to applicants’ properties to verify the answers they provided for 
the questionnaire.  Any discrepancies or withheld information may cause the applicant to be 
ineligible for the program.  The CSP has a continuous signup, with the next deadline on 
January 14, 2010 for the next round of funding.  The Environmental Quality Incentive 
Program (EQIP) and the Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP) will be coming out soon. 
    
8. Review/Approval - Conservation Plans 
No plans presented. 
 
9. Conservation Congress Report 
Chojnowski distributed copies of On Wisconsin Outdoors and various news articles to LCC 
members.  He also reported the whooping cranes left Necedah for Florida last week.  The 
DNR is netting sturgeons near the island off Bukolt Park.  Approximately 27 feet of net is 
out, and about 40 fish have been caught, the largest ranging from 37 to 40 inches.  
Chojnowski also reported a 39 point, 320 pound deer was reportedly shot in Polk County.  
Bradley asked Chojnowski to report on the Asian carp issue on the Des Plaines River.  
Chojnowski stated millions of dollars were spent to install an electric dam on the river, which 
runs parallel to the ship canal, approximately 30 yards apart.  In spring, when the river 
overflows its banks, the fish get into the ship canal and the Great Lakes system.  The Army 
Corps of Engineers is considering installing a berm or barrier, however this could cause 
flooding to areas of the town.   
             
10. Committee Representative Reports 
a. Lakes Management District (Peterson) – Peterson attended the McDill Pond 
Rehabilitation District annual meeting.  There was discussion regarding the work that was 
done on Jordan Pond. 
 
Riggs stated the Town of Sharon Board will consider assessing boat landing fees at their 
meeting on Tuesday, November 10.  The Lake Jacqueline District has provided their input 
to the Town Chair.        
b. Resource Conservation & Development Area (Brilowski) – No report. 
c.   North Central Area Land and Water Conservation Association (Peterson) – Barden, 
Brilowski and Peterson attended the Fall Conference Poster and Speaking Contest at the 
Wausau School Forest.  The Conservation Farmer of the Year award was presented.   
d. Central Wisconsin Windshed Partners (Brilowski) – No meeting. 
e. Portage County Drainage District (O’Brien) – O’Brien reported the annual tour took 
place earlier in the day.  He was unable to attend, but was told the DNR was satisfied with 
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the work of the Drainage District.  The District is looking into funding for the removal of 
some box dams that have deteriorated.  The Annual Meeting is scheduled for November 17, 
which is the same date as the County Board meeting.   
f. Mill Creek Watershed (Barden) – No meeting. 
g. Little Plover River (Peterson) – Bradley reported the Village of Plover gave a 
presentation regarding possibly locating a new well approximately 2.5 miles south of the 
Little Plover River, 2.5 miles north of the Isherwood Lateral, and about 2 miles east of 
Interstate 39.  There are concerns about drawing down the water table in that area and 
impacting the Isherwood Lateral, a natural trout reproductive waterway. The discussion 
turned to the Village of Plover investigating sharing the Village of Whiting’s water supply, 
drawing groundwater from the Wisconsin River rather than the Little Plover River.  There 
was also discussion regarding a legislative work group, of which Representatives Louis 
Molepske, Spencer Black, and Mark Miller are members.  The legislators are proposing 
stricter groundwater withdrawal legislation, and may look to the Little Plover River work 
group for guidance.  Bradley said the legislative work group held a tour in Central Wisconsin 
on Friday, October 30.  Portage County tour stops included the Del Monte plant, the UWSP 
Wetlands Lab, and the Rural Water Association.  The work group learned about Del 
Monte’s water reduction efforts and conservation projects within the plant and the cooling 
water which is pumped into the ditch to feed the Little Plover River.  The visit to the UWSP 
Wetlands Lab, located on the north side of the river and east of Eisenhower Avenue, was 
brief due to heavy rain at that time.  The Rural Water Association provided information on 
the services they offer to municipalities for water supplies.  Bradley said there were 
approximately 30 attendees, consisting of legislators and their staff, and citizens.  
 
11. Discussion/Possible Action – Wildlife Damage Program Crop Prices 
Benson distributed proposed 2009 crop prices, highlighting alfalfa, field and sweet corn, and 
soybeans, which are the crops affected by damage in Portage County.  Benson explained 
the sources he uses for the prices.  The LCC felt the prices were acceptable.  Motion by 
O’Brien, second by Barden to approve the wildlife damage crop prices.  Motion carried by 
voice vote.     
 
12. Discussion/Possible Action – Manure Storage Permit Policy 
Bradley distributed copies of the Portage County Application for a Permit to Construct an 
Animal Manure Storage Facility.  He proposed adding the following language:  “The permit 
fee shall be $1 per $1,000 of estimated construction cost.  Construction activities authorized 
by this permit must be completed within one year of the date of issuance.  The Land 
Conservation Division (LCD) may grant a one year extension.  After two years from 
issuance, expired permits may be reissued without a fee if the LCD determines the 
applicant was not responsible for project delays.”  Motion by Brilowski, second by O’Brien to 
approve adding the language to the permit application.  Motion carried by voice vote.  
 
13. Discussion/Possible Action – Voting Proxy for Resolutions – Wisconsin Land and Water 
Conservation Association Annual Conference and Review of Resolutions 
Benedict reported there is one resolution at this time; however, other area meetings may 
have produced resolutions which have not been posted yet on the WLWCA website.  
Bradley noted he is unable to attend the WLWCA Conference in LaCrosse and asked if any 
LCC member would be willing to attend the business meeting on December 10 to vote on 
behalf of Portage County.  After discussion, Wiza suggested delaying action on this item 
until the December LCC meeting.  If there are additional resolutions, the LCC can decide 
whether to send a representative.  LCC members agreed. 
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14. Discussion/Possible Action – Trees for Tomorrow Scholarship 
Benedict stated there is money in the budget for the scholarship.  In the past, the 
scholarship has gone unused.  She also noted that in 2009, there were only two 
conservation related courses available.  Wiza mentioned the possibility of diverting the 
scholarship funds to supplement the Conservation Congress.  Motion by Wiza, second by 
Barden to approve $200 for a 2010 Trees for Tomorrow scholarship.  If the scholarship is 
unused by June 2010, the LCC may consider reallocation of the funds.  Motion carried by 
voice vote.  An agenda item will be included for the June 2010 LCC meeting. 
    
15. Watershed Projects 
a. Updates – No update. 
 
b. Review/Approval - Cost Share Contracts – A Soil and Water Resource Management 
(SWRM) cost share contract was presented for manure storage for Kyle Altmann.  Altmann 
was previously approved to receive $150,000 in cost share funds through the DNR Targeted 
Runoff Management (TRM) program.  The total estimated cost of his project is $250,000.  
SWRM cost share funds in the amount of $25,000 will bring the total amount of cost share 
funds to 70%.  Motion by Barden, second by Brilowski to approve $25,000 in cost share 
funding for Kyle Altmann.  Motion carried by voice vote.   
 
16. Next Meeting Date 
The next meeting is scheduled for December 1, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. in Conference Room 5, 
County Annex. 
 
17. Adjournment 
Motion by Barden, second by O’Brien to adjourn.  Motion carried by voice vote.  Meeting 
adjourned at 5:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
                         
                        
Patty Benedict, Recording Secretary                                 
 
 
Minutes approved at                                                 Land Conservation Committee meeting. 
 
 
                                                                                                                   
Mike Wiza, Chair     Robert Brilowski, Secretary 
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LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Conference Room 5, County Annex 

Stevens Point, WI 54481 
December 1, 2009 

 
 

Members present:   Don Aanrud, Richard Barden, Robert Brilowski, Dale O’Brien, William 
Peterson, Mike Wiza 
 
Others present: Kevin Halvorson, Natural Resources Conservation Service; Jo Ellen Seiser 
and Alan Haney, North Central Conservancy Trust; Bob Chojnowski, Wisconsin 
Conservation Congress; Pam Riggs, Lake Jacqueline District; Shannon Rohde, Central 
Wisconsin Windshed Partners; Jamie Phillis, Planning & Zoning Department; Steve 
Bradley, Planning and Zoning Department, Land Conservation Division. 
 
1. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chair Wiza. 
  
Wiza read the Public Notice statement:  Members of the public who wish to address the 
Committee on specific agenda items must register their request at this time, with such 
comments subject to the reasonable control of the Committee Chair as set forth in Robert’s 
Rules of Order.  Bob Chojnowski requested to speak regarding Agenda Items #7 and 10, Jo 
Ellen Seiser requested to speak regarding Agenda Item #9.   
 
2. Review/Approval – Minutes of November 3, 2009  
Motion by O’Brien, second by Barden to approve minutes as presented.  Motion carried by 
voice vote. 
  
3. Correspondence 
The North Central Conservancy Trust newsletter and the Thursday Note were included with 
the meeting packets.  Wiza passed around a response letter he received from 
Representative Dave Obey. 
 
4. Review Vouchers, Purchases and Procurement Card 
Voucher approval numbers 20090794 and 20090839 were reviewed.  Special meeting 
attendance approval was given for O’Brien attending the Drainage District Annual Meeting 
on November 17 at the Buena Vista Town Hall.  
 
5. Natural Resources Conservation Service Report 
Kevin Halvorson, NRCS Soil Conservation Technician, introduced himself.  He reported Roy 
Diver, Wood County District Conservationist (DC), will be the acting DC until Larson’s 
position is filled.  Halvorson will provide reports to the LCC until that time.  Halvorson stated 
a nearly 350 acre Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) easement should be completed mid 
January in the Town of Pine Grove.  Work will begin December 12 on a Wildlife Habitat 
Incentive Program (WHIP) project on Bob Lea’s property, Amherst Junction, in cooperation 
with the DNR and the Frank Hornberg Trout Unlimited Chapter.  The project may take four 
years to complete.  Halvorson said if funding can be secured through WHIP, the State 
Drainage Board and local Drainage District may allow some trout stream improvement in the 
Buena Vista area.  Stabilization work and increased flows may decrease the need for 
periodic dredging.  Halvorson reported an Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) 
signup will begin in January for manure pits, windbreaks, waterways, etc.  O’Brien asked 
Halvorson to bring lunker structure plans/pictures to the next meeting.                   
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6. Review/Approval - Conservation Plans 
No conservation plans were presented. 
 
7. Conservation Congress Report 
Chojnowski distributed copies of various newspaper articles.  He reported a local man shot 
a bear in the Wausau area.  A possible world record deer was shot in Sheboygan County.  
Twenty five elk were killed by wolves.  A buck attacked a statue in the Madison area.  The 
musky season south of Highway 10 has been extended for a month.  Wiza questioned 
whether they are referring to the new or old Highway 10 (HH).  Chojnowski will verify with 
the warden.  He also reported there was a cougar siting in Spooner in the spring, and 
referred to newspaper articles regarding issues with various carp species.  Chojnowski 
stated he will be unable to attend the next few meetings.   
        
8. Committee Representative Reports 
a. Lakes Management District (Peterson) – Peterson attended a meeting for the McDill 
Pond Rehabilitation District. 
b. Resource Conservation & Development Area (Brilowski) –   Brilowski attended the 
RC&D meeting on November 19, which included discussion regarding forest management. 
c.   North Central Area Land Conservation Association (Peterson) – Refer to Agenda 
Item #11.   
d. Central Wisconsin Windshed Partners (Brilowski) –  Rohde gave an update on 
CWWP activities in 2009.  There were 15.2 miles of windbreaks planted, just short of the 
goal of 15.5 miles.  Rohde was pleased considering budgets were tight and available cost 
share amounts were uncertain.  Some field tree plantings were also done, as well as hand 
plantings and food plots.  Approximate lengths of windbreaks planted by county were:  
Portage County – six miles, Adams County – four miles, Juneau and Wood Counties – two 
miles each.  Small windbreaks were also installed in Marquette and Waupaca Counties.  A 
fall tour was held at the Hancock Ag Research Station on October 23.  State legislators, 
local elected officials, County Conservationists, NRCS and agency representatives were 
invited.  Due to bad weather conditions, only about 12 people attended.  The tour included a 
presentation on the history of the CWWP, viewing various types of windbreaks planted at 
the Research Station, and a machine planting and fabric laying demonstration.  Rohde said 
he will consider holding future tours earlier in the fall.  Rohde has been attending and giving 
reports at partner county LCCs and other industry meetings.  He is also lining up windbreak 
and planting projects for 2010, and believes they will be close to the goal of 15.5 miles.  
Rohde also stated brochures advertising CWWP’s planting services are provided to 
counties that hold tree sales.               
e. Portage County Drainage District (O’Brien) – O’Brien attended the Drainage District 
Annual Meeting.  The account balance is between $61,000 and $62,000.  Ditch #6 has been 
cleaned out.  The ditch inspection went well.  The assessment fee remains at $1.25 per 
acre.  They hope to have work done along the Green Lateral, Coddington Road, and 
Isherwood Road in 2010.  A $23 million cranberry bog is being built on the corner of County 
Roads F and W.  Due to erosion under some of the dams, they must be removed.  Grant 
money is available for dam removal.  Don Isherwood has applied for a $50,000 grant to 
make improvements to the Isherwood Lateral.         
f. Mill Creek Watershed (Barden) – No meeting.  
g. Little Plover River (Peterson) – The next meeting will be held in January. 
 
9. North Central Conservation Trust (NCCT) Activity Report 
Jo Seiser introduced Alan Haney, NCCT Board President.  Seiser reviewed the status of the 
land trust, conservation easements, and provided an update on activities in Portage County.  
The NCCT has been in existence for over 10 years, working with landowners and obtaining 28 
voluntary conservation easements, covering approximately 2,500 acres in Portage, Marathon, 
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Taylor, Lincoln, Waushara, and Adams Counties. There are approximately 50 land trusts 
throughout Wisconsin, mainly in areas with development pressure, i.e. southeast Wisconsin, 
Dane County, northwest Wisconsin, and Door County.  Seiser pointed out that conservation 
easements are a main tool of the NCCT.  There are government programs that purchase 
conservation easements from landowners as a way to protect land; but so far, NCCT has not 
participated in any purchase program.  Seiser expressed gratitude to the DNR for land 
purchases for public benefit but the DNR can only do so much. Legislation has been passed to 
allow for voluntary agreements, between landowners and land trusts.  Seiser pointed out that 
none of the NCCT voluntary agreements have used State or Federal government funding; 
however, Portage County has provided some financial assistance to NCCT.  Seiser stated a 
voluntary agreement does not mean the landowner has donated the land.  The landowner 
retains ownership; it is the development rights that are donated.  A legal agreement is recorded 
with the Register of Deeds restricting development.  Seiser explained that the appraised value of 
land that can be developed is significantly higher than the assessed value of land with a 
conservation easement.   When the value difference is reported to the IRS, the landowner can 
get an income tax deduction.  She added assessed values of land with conservation easements 
vary.  Some have decreased as much as half, and some don’t change much.  Seiser said 
participating landowners are also asked for cash donations for between $6,000 and $10,000. 
The NCCT is a non profit, non government organization and depends on the support of solicited 
donations.  The money goes into an endowment fund, and is used to annually monitor and 
maintain compliance with the easements.          
 
Seiser gave an update on Portage County easements.  There are currently eight landowners 
with conservation easements totaling 700 acres.  Seiser credited the Portage County Land 
Preservation Fund Committee (LPFC) as one reason the NCCT is doing so well in Portage 
County.  In 2006, the LPFC approved a grant to the NCCT to assist a landowner with their 
donation.  Since then, six additional grants have been approved by the LPFC.  Seiser said there 
are two agreements pending that they hope to sign before the end of the year.  She expressed 
appreciation to the LPFC for the work they do in preserving land from development in a cost 
effective way.  Bradley noted the LPFC will typically grant $3,000 per landowner, one half the 
requested donation.  Seiser stated under most State or Federal programs, public access is a 
requirement.  Under NCCT agreements, the landowner retains ownership and control over 
access.    
 
Bradley stated the LCC sent letters to Federal representatives in support of the continuation of 
tax credits for conservation easements, and asked if there has been any action.  Seiser replied 
not yet, but there is strong support in the legislature.    
 
Seiser passed around previous NCCT newsletters with information on the Mason easement, 
located on a bog on the north side of Lake Jacqueline, as well a booklet containing information 
on how stewardship funds are used.    
 
Seiser thanked the LCC for their time, and the LCC thanked Seiser for the report. 
 
10. Discussion/Possible Action – Transfer of Unused LCD/LCC Funding to Portage County 
Conservation Congress Elected Delegates to Defray Expenses from 2009 
At the last LCC meeting, it was mentioned there may be unused funds in the 2009 Land 
Conservation budget.  Chojnowski stated the five Portage County Conservation Congress 
delegates are well represented in fishing, hunting and trapping.  Because these are 
volunteer positions and expenses come out of their own pockets, Chojnowski said it is 
difficult to recruit and keep good delegates.  He said any additional funding would be 
appreciated.  Wiza said the County Executive approved $500 from his budget for the 
Conservation Congress for 2009.  In 2010, $500 is in the LCD budget.  Wiza said there was 
mention at the last LCC meeting to consider additional Conservation Congress funding in 
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2010 if scholarships funds are not used; however, he feels unused funds should go toward 
needed LCD expenses first.  Chojnowski said the 2010 Conservation Congress annual 
convention is in Stevens Point, and he doesn’t believe additional funding will be needed.  It 
would be more beneficial to receive extra funds in 2009.  There was discussion regarding 
oversight and how the funds are distributed.  Chojnowski said the chair of the County 
Conservation Congress distributes the funds.  The State Conservation Congress provides a 
list of conferences dates and expenses incurred.  Motion by Wiza, second by Aanrud to 
direct Benedict, at the earliest date after January 1, 2010, to submit a voucher in the 
amount of $500 to the Conservation Congress to offset expenses.  Motion carried by voice 
vote.   
 
11. Discussion/Possible Action – Voting Proxy for Resolutions – Wisconsin Land and Water 
Conservation Association (WLWCA) Annual Conference and Review of Resolutions 
There was discussion on the two resolutions; however, since none of the LCC members are 
able to attend the WLWCA conference, the voting proxy is irrelevant.  No action taken.    
   
12. Watershed Projects 
a. Updates – No update. 
 
b. Review/Approval - Cost Share Contracts – Bradley explained the pit location was 
moved for the Dambroski Brothers/Robert and Judy Dambroski barnyard project, increasing 
fill and concrete costs.  An amendment increases the Soil and Water Resource 
Management (SWRM) cost share funds an additional $27,900.  From a water quality 
standpoint, Bradley feels this is the most critical site in the county.  All manure will now be 
contained on site and in the pit.  Motion by O’Brien, second by Barden to approve $27,900 
in additional cost share funds for the Dambroski project.  Motion carried by voice vote.  
       
13. Next Meeting Date 
The next meeting will be January 5, 2010 at 5:00 p.m. in Conference Room 5, County 
Annex.   
 
Aanrud announced this may be his last meeting.  He will no longer be serving on the Farm 
Service Agency Committee.  Aanrud was thanked for his service on the LCC. 
 
14. Adjournment 
Motion by Barden, second by O’Brien to adjourn.  Motion carried by voice vote.  Meeting 
adjourned at 6:07 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
                         
                        
Jamie Phillis, Recording Secretary                                 
 
 
Minutes approved at                                                 Land Conservation Committee meeting. 
 
 
                                                                                                                   
Mike Wiza, Chair     Robert Brilowski, Secretary 
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