
NOTICE OF REFERENDUM 

PORTAGE COUNTY 

 

November 4, 2014 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at an election to be held in the County of Portage, on 

Tuesday, November 4, 2014, the following proposed Resolution of the County Board will be 

submitted to a vote of the people: 

 

RE: PLACING HEALTH CARE ADVISORY REFERENDUM ON THE NOVEMBER 4, 

2014 PORTAGE COUNTY BALLOT 

 

WHEREAS, the State of Wisconsin has yet to take advantage of billions of new federal 

Medicaid dollars which would have improved the state’s BadgerCare program, and that these 

federal funds are available at any time and upon acceptance would provide access to BadgerCare 

to 84,000 people as estimated by the State’s Legislative Fiscal Bureau: and 

 

WHEREAS, 19 counties passed resolutions urging Wisconsin to utilize these federal funds, a 

position that has been reiterated by the Wisconsin Counties Association, and that these federal 

funds would bring in an estimated $24,580,000 into the local economy by 2021 and would help 

over 900 parents and childless adults in Portage County access BadgerCare: and 

 

WHEREAS, being underinsured and uninsured impacts the County Human Services 

Departments because it can lead to untreated mental health or substance abuse and lack of 

preventive health care that can lead to loss of jobs, the inability to function and loss of self-

sufficiency. 

 

Fiscal Note:  The approximate cost to place this referendum on the ballot would be $367.50 of 

County Tax Levy 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Portage County Board of Supervisors hereby 

directs the County Clerk to place the following advisory referendum question on the countywide 

ballot at the election to be held on November 4, 2014: 

 

“Shall the next State Legislature accept all available federal funds for BadgerCare to ensure that 

thousands of Wisconsin citizens have access to quality and affordable health coverage?” 

 

BE IF FINALLY RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Portage County 

legislative delegation, Governor Scott Walker and the Wisconsin Counties Association. 

 

The question will appear on the ballot as follows: 

 

“Shall the next State Legislature accept all available federal funds for BadgerCare to ensure that 

thousands of Wisconsin citizens have access to quality and affordable health coverage?” 

 

Explanation: 

 

A “YES” vote means that you are in favor of the next State Legislature enacting laws which 

would then require the State of Wisconsin to accept all available federal funding for the 

Medicaid and BadgerCare Health insurance programs for low income Wisconsin residents.   

 

A “NO” vote means that you are not in favor of the next State Legislature enacting laws which 

would then require the State of Wisconsin to accept all available federal funding for the 

Medicaid and BadgerCare health insurance programs for low income Wisconsin residents. 

 



Done in the County of Portage, Wisconsin, this 3
rd

 day of November, 2014. 

           

 SHIRLEY M. SIMONIS, Portage County Clerk 
 

 

 


